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PREFACE. 


TWELVE months ago, in our Preface to the volume for 1849, 
we ventured to express an opinion that a conflict was at hand in 
which fortitude, gentleness, and faith, would be greatly needed. 
Extraordinary penetration was not necessary to enable an observer 
to see that the rival churches of England and Rome could_not 
long retain their respective positions, but that either a collision or 
a coalition must inevitably take place. The year 1850 has not 
passed away before the visible commencement of a struggle, the 
issues of which no mortal can predict, but which even now calls 
aloud for stedfast adherence to principle, and renewed confidence 
in God. 

The concluding number of this volume contains an enactment 
of the court of Rome, dividing England and Wales into districts, 
and placing a bishop over each, with an archbishop as superinten- 
dent of all. In issuing this decree, the pope has only acted as 
popes have been accustomed to act for more than twelve centuries, 
taking advantage of every opportunity to extend their dominion, 
renewing as promptly as practicable every claim which circum- 
stances had compelled them to suspend, and exalting themselves 
above all power human or divine. The direct results of this 
measure are not, however, what we have most to fear, but the 
consequences which will accrue from the manner in which it has 
been received. Courses have been adopted already, under the 
influence of ardent feeling, which no considerate friend of truth 
will attempt to justify. Measures may perhaps be proposed, and 
earried through the legislature, which will greatly restrict our own 
freedom of worship and action. Some timid dissenters may 
incautiously seek refuge in the royal supremacy, and strengthen 
that union between the ecclesiastical and the civil powers from 
which our fathers and ourselves have severely suffered. But most 
of all we dread the effects of that reaction which the character of 
the existing excitement ensures. Nothing injures a good cause so 
much as to endeavour to promote it by unjustifiable means, and 
nothing tends so much to render a bad cause popular as to treat 
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its advocates with undue harshness. Thousands who are now 
most alarmed and indignant, will soon find that their present 
impressions are in some respects incorrect, and they will be led 
to suppose that their fear of papal machinations was altogether 
unfounded. Many will learn that they have been misinformed 
respecting some alleged facts, about which they now dogmatize 
fiercely, and they will then begin to regard the Romanists as 
victims of calumny and oppression. One step further, and the 
objects of vanquished prejudice will appear to them to be innocent, 
amiable, and worthy of admiration. It is easy to see that the 
classes now most vociferous in their outery against popery and 
Puseyism are in a high state of preparedness for the reception of 
Romish doctrine. The grievous ignorance of what popery really 
is, which is now prevalent, and which has been prevalent the last 
thirty years, is that which imparts to the present crisis its most 
formidable aspect. We cannot suppress our apprehension that 
multitudes of dissenters are as little fitted for the trying scenes 
into which they are about to enter as their neighbours who boast 
of attachment to the established church. 

If we are not greatly mistaken, it is especially incumbent upon 
us at the present time to be calm, vigilant, and prayerful. Let 
baptists take care to be well established in their own principles, 
and versed in the history of the battles that were fought by their 
fathers under the Tudors and the Stuarts, as well as under the 
Plantagenets. Let them take care also not to be betrayed into 
any recognition of human authority over conscience. If we are 
to gain the victory over surrounding evils, our trust must be in 
the churches’ living and almighty Head, our weapons must be 
weapons congenial with the nature of his kingdom, our wisdom 
must be “the wisdom that is from above.” 


Hoping to witness the spread of revealed truth, and to be 
engaged during the remainder of his days in its promotion, the 
editor subscribes himself anew, the unwearied servant of Christ’s 
churches, . 


WILLIAM GROSER. 


Chelsea, November 25, 1850, 
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THE BAPTIST MARTYRS OF 1575. 


An Historical Fragment. 


BY THE REV. BENJAMIN 


Every day is throwing new light 
upon the great events of the past. 
From various causes, we are able to form 
amore accurate estimate of the trans- 
actions of our ancestors than those who 
immediately succeeded them. We can 
In spirit mingle with them, and from 
the increasing light which history is 
shedding upon the social and moral 
condition of many of those early breth- 
ren in this country “of whom the world 
was not worthy,’ we can understand 
their difficulties, and more fully appre- 
ciate the noble triumphs many of them 
won. In few instances is this more 
remarkably the case than in that inter- 
esting company of Christian sufferers 
mentioned at the head of this paper. 
The detail in the pages of our historians 
is very brief; but, happily, more abun- 
dant materials are within our reach. 
All our writers concur in stating, that 
those brethren had fled from the Low 
Countries, to escape the misery to which 
the avowal of baptist principles exposed 
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them. “We had to forsake our friends,” 
saysoneof thesufferers,“our country, our 
possessions, on account of tyranny, and 
fled as lambs from a wolf; only because 
of the pure evangelical truth of Christ, 
and not for uproar’s or faction’s sake, 
like those of Munster, whose views are 
an abomination, of which we have been 
slanderously accused.” Most of them 
settled in London, with the hope of 
protection, and for some time pursued 
their calling in peace. But this was of 
short continuance. Popery had altered 
only in name. Its spirit was rampant 
in episcopal bosoms, and history has 
given a full record of its fearful deeds. 
These simple-minded people soon felt 
its power. They had continued to meet 
for exhortation and prayer, and sought 
the edification of one another in the 
Lord. The morning of the sabbath had 
dawned, and these devoted servants of 
Christ sought their accustomed place of 
worship. Doubtlessit was some retired 


house, or an upper room in which they 
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met for holy service. What elevated 
feelings would animate them! What 
a conflict between hope and fear! How 
pure, how tender, but how unearthly, 
the devotion of such a meeting! What 
a power of principle they would unfold! 
All the dignity of Christian manhood 
would be seen, ‘They knew the power 
of suffering; they were prepared again 
to brave its fury, if necessary, for the 
truth. Imagination will realize more 
than this, as by an effort it tries to 
identify itself with this little band of 
Christian disciples. The hour of trial 
was at hand. “It happened,” says a 
deeply interested witness of their sub- 
sequent sufferings, “on Easter, the 3rd 
of April, av. 1575,* that thirty ana- 
baptists, of both sexes, had assembled 
together in a house near Alligator,t on 
the road leading to Spiegelzhof, for the 
purpose of mutual exhortation and 
prayer; but, being detected by the 
neighbours, they were nearly all taken 
then to prison, by so small a guard that 
some could easily have escaped, if they 
could have felt liberty of conscience to 
do so.” Noble men! Even your mis- 
takes proclaim your greatness. The 
names of five of them are preserved. 
They deserve to be remembered. They 
were, John Pieters, Henry Terwoort, 
Garret Von Byler, John Von Straaton, 
and Christian Kemels. From the cus- 
tody of the sheriff they were soon 
transferred to the tender mercy of my 
lord of London. Their final examina- 
tion was at the episcopal palace. Igno- 
rant of their language, the bishop was 
assisted on this momentous occasion by 
a French and Dutch minister. Their 
reconciliation to the Dutch church, and 
the cure of their pestilential heresy, 
was the avowed end of this imposing 
procedure. The usual course was 
adopted here. Blandishment and 


* The sixteenth year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth._—Ep. 


+ Aldsgate. Fuller, Church Hist, 


terror were mingled. The episcopal 
smile was first exhausted, and then 
came the terrible frown. These sturdy 
confessors were assured that their re- 
cantation would have the most health- 
ful influence upon the state of their 
souls, and be hailed as a special token 
of God’s great goodness by the whole 
church; whilst the alternative in this 
world would be banishment or death, 
and in the future hopeless misery, The 
following graphic description is from 
the pen of Von Byler himself, and will 
show us the nature of the charge upon 
which these holy men were tried, and 
throw a gleam of light upon the mode 
of their procedings. 

“When we came before the bishop, 
there were present, Master Joris,* 
James de Koninck, John de Rode- 
maker, two members of the council, 
and a French clergyman. We were 
placed before those lords, and their ser- 
vants, who propounded four questions 
to us, to which we were to give either 
an affirmative or a negative. 

“¢ 1, Whether Christ did not assume 
his flesh from the body of Mary ” 

“ We replied, ‘That he is the Son of ~ 
the living God.’ 

“¢9. Whether infants should not be — 
baptized ?” 

“«We cannot understand matters so, 
for we read nothing of it in the scrip- 
tures.’ 

“<« Whether it was lawful for a Chris- 
tian to attend to, or discharge the 
duties of, a magistrate’s office ?” 

“We replied, ‘That our conscience 
would not suffer us to do so; but we 
considered the magistracy as a minister 
of God, for the protection of the ser- 
vants of God.’ 

“¢4, Whether a Christian was allow- 
ed to take an oath ?” 

“We again replied, our conscience 
would not now allow us to do so, for 


* Probably the minister of the Dutch church. 


THE BAPTIST MARTYRS OF 1575. 3 


Christ said, ‘Let your communications 

be yea, yea, nay, nay. We then kept 
_ silent. The bishop said that our mis- 
deeds were very gross, and we could not 
inherit the kingdom of God. O! Lord, 
avenge not! The bishop then remand- 
ed us to prison. A young brother who 
was first interrogated, boldly confessed 
the truth; and was on that account 
sorely accused, and led to Westminster, 
where he was imprisoned by himself. 
This caused us much grief.” 

Some additional information may be 
gathered from an interesting letter 
written by a countryman of these per- 
secuted saints, to his mother, then resi- 
dent at Ghent. She was a woman of 
great piety, and had requested her son 
to supply her with all the information 
he could procure. His name was 
Somers, a resident in London, a member 
of the Dutch church there, and subse- 
quently, on his return to his native 
land, raised to the highest honours of 
the state.* “It is probable,” he says, 
that I am better-acquaimted with the 
circumstances than the generality of 
people, inasmuch as I have had frequent 
intercourse with them, and have re- 
ceived information from all of them: 
so I cannot forbear giving such an 
account of it as accords with the extent 
of my information in reference to the 
matter. In connexion with which, I 
send you a copy of their confession; on 
account of which some died, and others 
are retained in prison.’ We have 
given this, that our readers may see 
the trustworthiness of his narrative. 

On their return from their examina- 
tion to their place of confinement, Mr. 
Somers says, “That ten or twelve of 
them made their escape, as they were 
aware of the danger to which they were 
exposed, and perceived the fine oppor- 
tunity of escape that presented itself; 
the guard consisted but of one or two 


* Benedict’s History of the Baptists, pp. 313, 314. 


individuals. The whole of them, how- 
ever, in the course of two or three days, 
returned to the prison, partly in order 
to acquit their bail, who were bound in 
the sum of £100, and partly because 
the bishop, as a man of honour, promis- 
ed with an oath, that he would set them 
all at liberty in the course of five or six 
days if they would return ; but if not, 
the rest should remain in prison till 
Candlemas.’” 

The dreary solitude of their prison- 
house was soon disturbed by their 
officious opponents. Again and again 
they were visited by many Netherland- 
ers, and twice they were summoned. into 
the august presence of the London 
pontiff. To one of these visits the fol- 
lowing extract refers,—“ When we were 
all lodged in prison, came Master Joris, 
and said, if we would join the church 
he would set us at liberty—for these 
are the bishop’s orders. But we con- 
tended valiantly for the truth in Christ 
Jesus—for he is our Captain and none 
else; upon him we put all our confi- 
dence.’* These means, sooner or later 
to some extent, were successful. For 
soon “after this, five of the men were 
converted (through much disputation 
with these Netherlanders who belonged 
to the church) before they were con- 
demned as heretics ; nevertheless, they 
were placed before a rostrum in 8t. 
Paul’s Churchyard, in a large assembly 
of some thousands of Englishmen, and 
a bundle of faggots was laid upon each 
one’s shoulder, as a-sign that they de- 
served to be burnt. In addition to 
which they inflicted many other injuries 
and ignominy upon them, though the 
bishop had promised that he would set 
them at liberty without any incum- 
brances if they would only sign the 
four articles; but the event proved the 
contrary. This transpired the 25th of 
May, A.D., 1575.” + 


* Byler’s Letter, + Somers’s Letter. 
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The form of recantation may be 
seen in Crosby and Ivimey.* Both say 
it took place in the Dutch church, 
Austin Friars. But the account of 
Somers is the more probable, and is, 
moreover, confirmed by Fuller.t This 
partial success inspired the bishop and 
his Dutch colleagues with hope, and 
they renewed their efforts to win the 
remainder to their faith. For the 
fourth time they were called before the 
priestly tribunal. It was, says Von 
Byler, “On Whitsuntide morning we 
were chained two and two, and led be- 
fore the lords. When we were brought 
before them, they presented the same 
four questions, urging us to subscribe to 
them; but we told them that we would 
abide by the word of the Lord. We 
were then remanded to prison, and 
fettered as before; the women were con- 
fined at Newgate, together with a young 
brother; but they were all released, 
and transported. The young man, 
however, was tied to a cart and scourged, 
and afterwards whipped out of town.” 
The statement of Mr. Somers is rather 
fuller, and gives us an occasional glimpse 
of the tenderness with which episcopal 
hands dealt with their erring brethren. 
“Tn the course of a few days, the bishop 
perceiving that the rest would not 
apostatize from their faith, sentenced 
them all to death in the ecclesiastical 
court-room, St. Paul’s church (as was 
customary with the papistic bishops 
during queen Mary’s reign, who were 
wont to condemn the Christians to 
death), and deliver them into the hands 
of the civil judge; then they bound the 
women hand to hand, and conducted 
them to Newgate—the prison for capital 
convicts—together with one of the men 
which was considered the youngest and 
most innocent among them; but the rest 
of the men were conducted to their old 

* Crosby, i., 69. Ivimey, i., 103, 104, 
+ Church Hist., Cent. xyi., 164, 


episcopal prison, for which reason it 
was supposed that the women would be 
executed first, even as persons came 
daily to threaten them, and to present 
death to them unless they would apos- 
tatize. Hence they suffered great an- 
guish and temptation for five or six 
days, supposing every day that they 
would be burnt; nay, on the very day 
that sentence of their banishment came 
from the court—for the bailiff came 
with his servant at ten o’clock in the 
evening, unto the prison, to take an in- 
ventory of all their property, informing 
them, in addition, that they should pre- 
pare for death the next day. This he 
did, in order to see whether any of 
them would apostatize through fear; 
but perceiving that they all remained 
stedfast, he informed them that it was 
the queen’s pleasure to be gracious to 
them, and merely banish them from the 
country, and have the young men whip- 
ped behind a cart. Accordingly, in the 
course of five or six days, about fourteen 
women were conveyed from the prison, 
which is situated in the space between 
St. Martin’s church and St. Catherine’s, 
to the ship by the apparitors: but the 
young man was whipped behind a cart, 
which moved on before him. Thus 
they were all banished from the country, 
on pain of imprisonment, and reside for 
the present in Holland and Zealand, 
“A few days after, the five men that 
remained in the bishop’s prison were 
likewise sentenced to death by the 
bishop, and conveyed to Newgate, where 
one of them died of wretchedness and a 
load of chains; and the rest were 
apprehensive that they would inflict ex- 
treme punishment upon them, because 
they had exercised so much severity 
upon the women, ‘They were also in- 
formed that the queen and her whole 
council were so highly offended at them 
that no person would venture to present 
a petition for them, since an evil report 
arose, that they denied God and Christ, 
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and rejected all government and all re- 
spect for the magistrate and civil power, 
~ \sodly and unchristian.” 

orts, nevertheless, were made to 
_.ain their freedom. A petition and 
confession of their faith were presented 
to her majesty; but that cruel and 
haughty sovereign refused to listen to 
it, and indignantly reprimanded those 
through whose influence it had been 
laid before her. Failing in this, they 
laid them before the bishop, through a 
noble lord, he graciously conde- 
scended to tell them how distressed he 
was on their account; but there was no 
hope of favour unless they would sign 
the four articles, and abjure their here- 
sy. Hypocrisy is hateful in any form, 
but it is most hideous when associated 
with the cant of religion as seen in this 
pretended successor of the apostles. The 
substance of this confession we have, 
doubtless, in a document prepared by 
the two martyrs, as a vindication of 
themselves. We select a few sentences 
from it, and our readers will see what 
it was his lordship of London condemn- 
ed as heresy, and for the defence of 
which the writers were burnt at the 
stake. 

“We poor and despised strangers 
who are persecuted for the testimony of 
Jesus, desire that God may grant all 
mankind peace, so that they may live 
together in all godliness to the praise 
of the Lord, and to the advancement of 
their soul’s salvation. Since so many, 
both by writing and verbal statement, 
do us great injustice, accusing and 
charging lies upon us, I am constrained 
to present our belief very summarily. 
They do not speak to us, and do not, in 
a mild manner, inquire of us what our 
religious views are, as the scriptures 
teach; but they speak all manner of 
evil of us, so that they increase our 
miseries and sufferings; and, besides, 
they have no compassion either on our 
distressed wives or helpless children.” 


“We seek no salvation in our works, 
as it is reported we do, but we hope to 
be saved alone through the merits of 
our Lord Christ. Nor do we boast that 
we are without sin, but we always con- 
fess ourselves sinners before God. But 
we have to refrain from voluntary sins 
if we would be saved; such as adultery, 
fornication, sorcery, sedition, bloodshed, 
cursing and swearing, lying and cheat- 
ing, pride, drunkenness, hatred, envy ; 
these are the sins that the scriptures 
declare, who do them shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

“They also say, we refuse to hear 
the word of God because we do not go 
to hear the preachers of the church. To 
this charge we would say,that we do not 
hear the preachers is, because the word 
of God constrains to do so; because 
they are people not fit to attend to the 
sacred callings of a gospel preacher, for 
Paul teaches Timothy and says, ‘The 
things thou hast heard of me, among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, &c. Now if the 
preachers were such as the apostle re- 
quired, we would cheerfully hear them 
—we would be the first and last in 
church.” 

“We are also accused of not being 
subject to the magistracy, because we 
do not baptize infants. To this we reply, 
we desire to submit to the magistracy 
in all things not contrary to the word of 
God. That we do not suffer our chil- 
dren to be baptized by the priests, is not 
done out of temerity, but we do it out 
of fear to God, because Christ commands 
believers to be baptized; for Christ’s 
apostles did not baptize infants but 
adults only, and those on their faith and 
confessions of their sins. . . If it 
had been the will of God that infants 
should be baptized, he would have com- 
manded it to be done. Christ would 
have been baptized in his infancy, as 
well as circumcised ; but as it is not the 
will of God, therefore did he teach them 
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differently, and received baptism differ- 
ently himself.” 

The German and French ministers 
having failed in their disputations to 
convince them of their errors,* and the 
efforts of many, both German and 
English, amongst whom was the cele- 
brated John Fox,t who addressed a 
letter to the queen on their behalf, 
proving abortive, preparation was made 
for executing the diabolical sentence. 
“Orders were issued,” says Somers, 
“ from the court to the sheriff or bailiff 
of London, to execute the two oldest, 
according to their sentence. One of 
whom, Jan Pieters, was a poor man, 
upwards of fifty years old, and had nine 
children. His first wife was previously 
burnt at Ghent in Flanders, on account 
of her religion, and he had married a 
second wife, whose first husband had 
likewise been burnt at Ghent for his re- 
ligious principles. But these two had 
fled into England on account of perse- 
cution, on supposition that they could 
live there and enjoy liberty of conscience 
without being exposed to any danger ; 
which circumstance he represented to 
the bishop, and desired the favour of 
removing from the country with his 
wife and children, but he could not ob- 
tain it. The other, called Henry Ter- 
woort, was a handsome and respectable 
man, twenty-five or twenty-six years’ 
old; a goldsmith by trade, and had been 
married eight or ten weeks before he 
was apprehended.” 

On Tuesday, the 19th of July, the 
work of preparation for this auto-da-fé 
was commenced in Smithfield. The 
scenes which had been so familiar in the 
last reign, were about to be reacted. 
The massy stake soon rose in the midst, 
whilst the chain, heaps of faggots, and 
other materials, proclaimed to the 
passers-by that the horrid work of 


* Somers. 
+ Vide Ivyimey, vol. i. 


death was at hand. Early in the morn- 
ing of Friday, the prisoners were visited 
by the officers of blood. The morning 
light had scarcely scattered the last re- 
mains of darkness, as they left their 
gloomy cell for ever. Pieters, as he 
was led in his manacles, said to those 
around him, “ This is the way the pro- 
phets went, and Christ our Saviour, 
which was the case ever since the days 
of Abel.”* It was scarcely six o’clock, 
when these noble confessors, being 
fastened to the stake, “were miserably 
burnt to ashes, without having been 
strangled, and without powder, accord- 
ing to the custom at Smithfield, where 
they used to burn the people who pro- 
fessed our religion.”+ The unhappy 
fate of these good men had no unfavour- 
able influence upon their companions 
still in prison. They continued firm 
and stedfast, with the daily expectation 
of submitting to the same punishment. 
“Luke and I endeavoured, if possible, 
to get them out of prison four days 
after the execution of the others; we 
even prevailed upon them, through 
much conversation, to sign the confes- 
sion, in the hope that the bishop would 
be satisfied with it. Having read it he 
found it good throughout ; but he will 
not receive them into favour unless 
they sign the first four articles without 
contradiction, and joim the Dutch 
church; which they are determined not 
to do, even if they perfectly agree with 
us in doctrine; since thereby they would 
condemn those that had been executed, 
and all the rest of their comrades who 
died or still live in the same faith, and 
would confess that they had been seduc- 
ed by the devil, the spirit of lies and 
error, to this damnable heresy, of which 
they declare that they are by no means 
convinced in their own consciences, but 
that they are much more assured of 


* Byler. 
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their salvation in Christ, the very God 
_ and very Man; they would, therefore, 
as they say, provoke God in the highest, 
if they should speak contrary to the 
testimony of their own consciences. 

“ Hence we know of nothing else than 
that they will have to suffer the same 
punishment that was endured by their 
partners, the more especially as they 
attempted to break out of prison, hay- 
ing filed off an iron bar of the window, 
for which cause they are kept more 
closely in bonds than at any former time, 
and may consider themselves fortunate 
if an early and preferable death should 
release them from the great distress and 
misery of the prison—for they lie sepa- 
rate from each other, so that they can- 
not afford each other any consolation, 
and no one dare converse with them, on 


the pain of immediate imprisonment.”* 
I will only add to this somewhat 
lengthy detail, that one of the prisoners, 
Kemels, met his fate during his con- 
finement in his damp and gloomy cell; 
but that happily the others, after a 
somewhat lengthy confinement, were 
permitted to breathe the air of liberty. 
An ample detail of these proceedings 
will be found in the Dutch Martyrology, 
a copy of which, we hope, will speedily 
be in the hands of most of our readers. 
It will be found to throw much light on 
many points of our early history, and 
should be read by all anxious to form a 
correct estimate of men, who have 
nobly prepared the way for us. Excuse 
this closing allusion. 


Scarborough, Nov. 6. 


THE WANTS OF THE CHURCH FOR THE NEW YEAR, 


BY THE REY. CORNELIUS ELVEN, 


Am the commencement of the new 
year it may not be unwise for the church 
to take an inventory of its wants. 

The old divines were wont to deal in 
negatives and positives, and without 
imitating all their quaint formalities, 
albeit there were giants in those days, 
we may be permitted for once to follow 
in the well-beaten track, by attempting 
to show that there are three things 
which we do not want, and three’which 
we do want. Not that these are all 
that might be adduced, but they are 
submitted as suggestive, leaving it to 
thoughtful readers to amplify for their 
own edification, and the advancement 
of the cause of Christ. 

I. We do not want a new bible. 

Many an old volume of human lore 
has been rendered obsolete by the dis- 
coveries of a succeeding age. But all 
true science does homage to the bible. 


We need not be apprehensive that the 
ever-widening sphere of human litera- 
ture will intrench on the hallowed 
ground of divine revelation. We have 
now no misgivings lest light from that 
region of nebule —the milky way— 
should extinguish the beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness; or lest “the 
chemistry of the stars” should dis- 
turb the harmonious elements of inspi- 
ration. Standing on the Rock of Ages, 
we are conscious of no tremor from the 
hammer of the geologist; nor do we 
fear that the hieroglyphics of the archee- 
ologist may invalidate the chronology 
of Moses. 

Exempt from the mutations which 
pertain to mere human philosophy, the 
bible, stereotyped from heaven, remains 
alike the glory of all lands and of all 
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times. Christians, be intreated, with 
the new year, to address yourselves 
with new and prayerful affection to 
that sacred volume which alone can 
make you wise unto salvation. 

“Most wondrous book! bright candle of the 

Lord ! 
Star of eternity! the only star 


By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss.” 


Neither do we want a new ministir'y.— 
This, indeed, may be numbered among 
our perils. We deprecate the attempt 
to transform the pulpit into a chair 
of philosophy and to substitute the essay 
for the sermon. It is quite true that 
the Christian ministry should seek to 
keep abreast with the age, and that 
the preacher should set as high an 
estimate on knowledge as the lecturer. 
But we must not extol reason at the 
expence of revelation, nor amuse our 
hearers with the theories of science to 
the neglect of the truths of salvation ; 
nor are we to be denounced as behind 
our age, if we sound an alarm against 
the would-be philosophical transcen- 
dentalism which is threatening by its 
mysticisms to envelop and obscure the 
“truth as it is in Jesus.” May the 
Spirit of God preserve us from a 
ministerial apostacy which without 
avowedly abandoning the “common 
salvation” would veil it in the drapery 
of human eloquence, or overlay its 
saying doctrines with the superincum- 
bency of “science falsely so called.” 

Nor, as congregationalists, do we need 
a new organization. 

Many of our churches within the 
last few years have been more or less 
assailed by “brethren,” who have 
denounced what they designate our 
“one man system,’ as opposed to the 
unity of the church. They grievously 
lament that there are so many sections 
in the Christian church, and modestly 
propose to remedy the evil by adding 
another! Now we have diligently in- 


quired touching all the boasted advan- 
tages of their new organization, and 
the result is, that of their most vaunted 
excellencies, there is not one, if really 
good, but may be enjoyed by congrega- 
tionalists. The sincere piety of many 
who have been seduced from our com- 
munion, we do not question; but it is 
for a lamentation, that under pretence 
of exalted spirituality and pre-eminent 
charity, Christians of this new way 
have become the most sectarian and 
exclusive of all denominations. We, 
therefore, humbly submit that we “hold 
fast that we have received,” after the 
manner of “the saints which were at 
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.” 
And that not merely on account of the 
scripturalness of our order, but because 
the spirituality we need is so apart 
from all externalism, as to be no more 
essentially dependent on our church 
polity than on our church architecture. 
Both alike being considerations im- 
measurably beneath the higher matter 
of the life and power of godliness in the 
heart. 

Yet though we want neither a new 
bible, a new ministry, nor a new organ- 
ization, there are wants of which it 
may be well for us to be reminded at 
this season. 

I. We want more of the unction of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We have evidence enough of the 
truth of revelation; for, as Pascal says, 
“There is light enough for those who 
sincerely wish to see, though there is 
obscurity enough to confound those 
who wish to oppose.” We, therefore, 
have light enough ; but we need more 
warmth. That is, as individual Chris- 
tians we want, with the new year, such 
a new and large vouchsafement of 
divine influence as shall infuse new life 
into our private and public devotions. 
For what is prayer without unction ? 
a solemn mockery. Continuing 
through the year this round of formal- 
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ity we may be left to our idols, and 
 fallmg away from our profession be a 
bye-word and a mark for the scorner; 
or, retaining our profession, be as life- 
less and as useless as an Egyptian 
mummy, too many of which may 
already be seen in the museum of the 
church. For as one has said, “God 
looks not at the oratory of your prayers, 
how eloquent they are; nor at their 
geometry, how long they are; nor at 
their arithmetic, how many they are; 
nor at their logic, how methodical they 
are; but he looks at their sincerity, how 
spiritual they are.” 

We need not amplify to show how 
much we need a new unction with re- 
gard to all the other and varied exer- 
cises of piety, because if we get holy 
oil to the wheels of our prayers, then 
our reading, hearing, giving, and holy 
living, will all be so sublimated that we 
shall exclaim, “Or ever I was aware 
my soul made me like the chariots of 
Amminadib.” Failing this, the end of 
the year will not leave us where it 
found us. Our coldness will be increas- 
ing with every month, and as Foster 
somewhere expresses it, “ We shall be 
receding, degree after degree, from the 
warm and hopeful zone; till at last we 
shall enter the arctic circle, and become 
fixed in relentless and eternal ice.” 

May it not also be affirmed, that 
members of churches want more spiri- 
tual mutual intercourse ? 

And if the suggestion at the com- 
mencement of a new year should 
awaken attention to this desideratum, 
and lead to any practical measures for 
its observance, it is believed the result 
would be beneficial. It surely must be 
acknowledged that weare below thestan- 
dard of scriptural requirement in this 
matter. When we read, “ How good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity !” and are directed 
to “behold” it, it is not merely that 
we may gaze upon it with admiration, 
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but that we may be charmed to imi- 
tation. Again, when we read, “They 
that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another,” and turn to the apostolic in- 
junction, “Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms, and hymns, and _ spiritual 
songs,” we feel that our ordinary meet- 
ings in the house of God, or at the 
table of the Lord, do not realize the 
close and spiritual intercourse indicated 
in these and kindred passages of holy 
writ. It is quite true that the ener- 
gies required in all the pursuits of pro- 
fessional and industrial life, in the 
present age, may render it difficult to 
multiply religious meetings. But could 
not a Christian church be classed out 
into convenient numbers and localities, 
and meet once a month, as Christians and 
fellow members? each one contributing 
a “psalm or hymn,” a portion of scrip- 
ture, or some remark or inquiry of an 
experimental kind, which would elicit 
observations and friendly conversation ; 
that would awaken mutual sympathy, 
and “ provoke one another to love and 
good works.” It cannot be denied 
that in many large churches, if not in 
smaller ones, there is a want of reci- 
procity and almost of recognition among 
those who have professedly united 
themselves in a bond of holy fraternity, 
which should be the type of a world 
where “all the air is love.” Now, just 
to the extent to which this defection 
exists, church fellowship must be con- 
fessed to be a shadow, a fiction, a delu- 
sion. Nor can it be said to realize the 
inspired illustration of its oneness, or 
its sympathy—* For the body is one, 
and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, 
are one body.” ‘Therefore, “The mem- 
bers should have the same care one for 
another, and if one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it; or if one 
member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it,” 1 Cor. xii. 

If, therefore, these remarks are just, 
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and more spiritual fellowship is admitted 
to be among the wants of the church, 
let us seek to supply it, by the appoint- 
ment of such meetings of the members, 
as, under the divine blessing, may pro- 
mote so desirable"an object. And the 
end of the year will justify the chang- 
ing of our tone from that of reluctant 
complaint to grateful acknowledgment. 
The other want to which we may 
briefly advert, is, a wniversal recognition 
of the importance of individual effort. 
It really would be of no small service 
for many old members of our churches 
to learn again their nursery rhymes, 
which sang of “the little busy bee”— 
to remind them that a church of Christ 
should be like the active hive, in which 
no drones are permitted to nestle. The 
anatomy of the human body shows that 
every member and every organ has 
some important function to perform, 
and that a paralysis of any one of these 
will derange and impede the healthful 
operation of the whole. In an active 
church the drones must be without 
excuse, and our pastors should be care- 
ful, by promoting sabbath, and day, and 
ragged schools, bible classes, tract dis- 
tribution, village preaching, juvenile 
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missionary associations, Christian in- 
struction and sick societies, dc., &e., to 
furnish work for all hearts and hands. 
We live in an earnest age, and the 
church must not be behind the world. 
But it will be so, if its members con- 
tent themselves with saying or thinking 
the church must be in earnest, instead 
of saying, “ 7 must be in earnest, for I 
am a part of the church.” It is, doubt- 
less, one of Satan’s devices to turn our 
mental eyes away from our individual 
selves, and fix them upon the church; 
that so, both with regard to our sins 
and our duties, we may lose ourselves 
in the crowd. Henceforth, let each of 
us, for ourselves, say, Christ has re- 
deemed me; he, therefore, claims my 
heart, my life, my all. 
“ O Christ ! I freely have from thee 
Thyself and all that’s thine, 


And justly thou requir’st of me, 
Myself and all that’s mine.” 


“For if these things be in us, and 

abound, we shall neither be barren nor 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ ;” and we may then 

expect to enjoy, in the highest and best 

sense of the words, A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
Bury St. Edmunds, 


THANKSGIVING. 


BY MR. JOHN FREEMAN, 


Tux power of prayer, as a means of 
grace, is readily acknowledged by every 
true Christian. But as the precept, 
“pray without ceasing,” is immediately 
followed by the injunction, “in every- 
thing give thanks,” a few words on the 
power of thanksgiving may not be 
amiss at the beginning of a year which, 
for aught we know, may be no less 
eventful than that just closed. 

Noah, Daniel, and Job, were men of 
prayer; and, had they lived on the 


earth at the same period, their presence 
in a land would have done much to 
avert divine judgments from thousands 
around them. In short, it would have 
been an extreme case in which they 
would not have been a blessing to their 
nation; and, in that extreme case, their 
blessing would have returned into their 
own bosom. Thus in Ezek. xiv. 14, 
God says, “Though these three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in that 
land, they should deliver but their own 
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souls by their righteousness.” Yet it 
appears that the thanksgivings of these 
men were no less powerful than their 
prayers, Thus, numerous and fervent 
as Noah’s prayers were, no one of them 
brought down from heaven a promise 
of seed-time and harvest till time itself 
shall cease. But when Noah virtually 
said, “ What shall render tothe Lord for 
all his benefits?” and, ina grateful spirit, 
multiplied such authorized burnt-offer- 
ings as typified Christ’s giving himself a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling sa- 
vour, we behold an unprecedented result. 
For in Gen. viii. 20, 21, it is said, “Noah 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
took of every clean beast, and of every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings 
on the altar. And the Lord smelled a 
sweet savour; and the Lord said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground 
any more for man’s sake.” 

A thinking man may learn from every 
circumstance; and a fact lately report- 
ed to the writer may set us thinking 
about the cause of some apparent 
mysteries in God’s providence. A gen- 
tleman some time ago, when passing 
through one of the wards in St. Luke’s, 
had his attention directed to one of the 
inmates of that lunatic asylum, who 
startled him with this question :—* Sir, 
did you ever bless God for your rea~ 
son?” The visitor, astounded at the 
question, said, “No, I never did.” “Nor 
did I,” said the afflicted inmate, “ and 
God took it from me.” 

Let us then believe that thanksgiving 
will preserve some mercies and add 
others. Thus let us bless God for all 
our mercies, and especially cherish 
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habitual thankfulness for our recent 
preservation, when the arrows of death 
flew thick in every direction. Yea, as 
repentance has an essential connexion 
with “fruits meet for repentance,” so 
let our thankfulness to God be acted 
out in suitable works of faith and 
labours of love, 

In some cases, too, thanksgiving may 
be more powerful than prayer. Thus 
in Luke xvii. 18, we have recorded such 
a prayer of ten lepers as issued in a 
temporal salvation, while one out of the 
ten, adding thanksgiving, is addressed 
by the Saviour as an heir of eternal sal- 
vation. For though the Saviour’s words 
in Luke xvii. 19, are rendered, “Thy 
faith hath made thee whole,” the very 
same words in Luke vii. 50, are tran- 
slated, “Thy faith hath saved thee.” 
In fact, if cleansing from the leprosy 
had been all the Saviour intended when 
addressing him who added thanksgiving 
to prayer, the meaning would have 
been, “Thy faith hath made thee as 
the other nine.” But the language of 
Jesus was, “ Were therenot ten cleansed, 
but where are the nine? ‘There are 
none found that returned to give glory 
to God except this alien.” And he said 
unto him, “Arise, go thy way; thy 
faith hath saved thee.” 

In thanksgiving, therefore, we act 
wisely for the future, and bring down 
upon the earth the days of heaven, 
where the redeemed cast their crowns 


| before the throne, blessing Him whose 


mercy endureth for ever, and singing, 
“ Worthy the Lamb.” 


Maryland Point, Stratford, Essex. 


TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE COMMON ENGLISH TESTAMENT. 
NO, I,—DBAOCON, 


Tun word p1aKonos occurs in the | instances rendered servant, in twenty 
Greck Testament thirty times. In the | minister, and in the remaining three 
common English version, it is in seven | it is merely Anglicised in form and 
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written deacon. It is used in reference 
to the persons who drew the water 
which our Lord turned into wine; in 
reference to a civil magistrate, when it 
is said, “he is the minister of God to 
thee for good ;”’ in reference to our Lord 
himself, when he is called “a minister 
of the circumcision ;”’ in reference to 
Paul, Apollos, Tychicus, Timothy, Phoebe, 
and others, who were engaged in the 
service of Christ and his churches. All 
these are, for some cause or other, de- 
scribed as “ deacons.” 

The cognate word praKonta is in like 
manner rendered, in different passages 
of the English Testament, by the words, 
service, serving, ministry, ministration, 
ministering, administration, relief, office. 
The verb prAKonxOo is rendered serve, 
minister unto, administer, and in two 
instances (1 Tim. iii, 10 and 15) “use 
the office of a deacon;’’ where, if the 
version had been as literal as in many 
other passages, it would have been, 
“then let them serve, being found 
blameless,” “they that have served well 
purchase to themselves a good degree,” 

Whatever ecclesiastical associations 
may be connected with the meaning 
of the word praxonos, in the minds of 
modern readers it is evident that its 
use was not confined originally to church 
officers, or religious persons. The epi- 
thet was applied by the Greeks to those 
who waited on them at table. The 
deacons of Satan are mentioned by 
Paul in contrast with the deacons of 
righteousness. In the parable of the 
wedding garment, the king is repre- 
sented as commanding his deacons to 
bind the offending guest, and carry him 
away. Peter’s wife’s mother arose 
after her cure, and used the office of a 
deacon to our Lord, and to those who 
were with him; and Martha complained 
of Mary that she had left her to use 
the office of a deacon alone. A deacon, 
in truth, is one who serves. 

Dr. George Campbell distinguishes 
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between a DIAKONOS and a DOULOS? 
thus :—“In the proper and primitive 
sense of dakovog (pIAKONOS), it is a 
servant who attends his master, waits 
on him at table, and is always near his 
person to obey his orders, which was 
accounted a more creditable kind of 
service. By the word dovdog (DovLOS), 
is not only meant a servant in general 
(whatever kind of work he be employed 
in), but also a slave. It is solely from 
the scope and connexion that we must 
judge, when it should be rendered in 
the one way, and when in the other. 
In the passage before us ””—[ Matthew 
xx. 26, 27, which this eminent critic 
renders, “Whosoever would become 
great amongst you, let him be your 
servant; and whosoever would be chief 
amongst you, let him be your slave,” }— 
“the view in both verses is to signify 
that the true dignity of the Christian 
will arise more from the service he does 
to others, than the power he possesses 
over them. We are to judge, therefore, 
of the value of the words from the im- 
port of those they are contrasted with. 
And as desiring to be great is a more 
moderate ambition than desiring to be 
chief, we naturally conclude, that as 
the word opposed to the former should 
be expressive of some of the inferior 
stations in life, that opposed to the 
latter must be expressive of the lowest. 
When this sufficiently suits the ordinary 
signification of the words, there can 
hardly remain any doubt. As this is 
manifestly the case here, I did not know: 
any words in our language by which I 
could better express a difference of de- 
gree, so clearly intended, than the 
words servant and slave. The word 
minister is now appropriated to the 
servants, not of private masters, but of 
the public. It is from the distinctions 
in private life, well known at the time, 
that our Lord's illustrations are bor- 
rowed.” 


The following is a list of the instances 


POPERY, AS IT 


in which the word DIAKONOS occurs in 
the Greek Testament :— 


Matt, xx. 26 ......Let him be your minister, 
xxii, 13. ...Then said the king to the 
servants, 
xxiii, 11....Greatest among you shall be 
your servant, 


Mark ix. 35. ...... Last of all, and servant of all. 
Kae eeccsms Shall be your minister, 
Poh irae ceccesess His mother saith unto the 
servants, 
9. .s.se24.The servants which drew the 


water knew. 
xii, 26. ......Lhere shall alsomyservantbe. 


Roni, exiil. 4... 105 For he is the minister of God 
to thee. 

A, ..0..The minister of God, a re- 
venger. 


xv. 8........-Aminister of the circumcision. 
xvi. 1. ......Phebe . .. whichis a ser- 


vant of the church. 

1 Cor, iii, 5,.....-2- Ministers by whom ye be- 
lieved. 

2 Cor. iii. 6.........Able ministers of the New 
Testament. 


vi. 4.......--Approving ourselves as the 
ministers of God. 
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SH Cor kl. loeecces If his ministers also be trans- 
formed, 
15 ......As the ministers of righte- 
ousness, 
PAE ecosey Are they ministers of Christ ? 
Gal, ii. 17 .........Is, therefore, Christ the 


minister of sin ? 
Eph, iii, 7 .........Whereof I was made a min- 
ister. 
vi, 21.........And faithful minister in the 
Lord. 
Phileas Vo ieeccerese With the bishops and deacons. 
Wola ares sees eees A faithful minister of Christ. 
Se eaaceen Whereof, I Paul, am made a 
minister. 
seeeee.eeChurch whereof I am made 
a minister. 
vind Gtecces veeee A faithful minister and fellow 
servant, 
1 ‘Thess. iii, 2,.....Our brother and minister of 
God. 
1 Tim. iii. 8 ......Likewise must the deacons 
be grave. 
12...,..Luet the deacons be the hus- 
bands of one wife. 
6 ......A good minister of Jesus 
Christ, 


POPERY, AS IT 


In has long been the policy of Romish 
teachers to present their dogmas and 
practices to the inhabitants of this 
country in so mild and attenuated a 
form as to cause them to appear but 
little different from opinions and modes 
of worship with which the auditors 
were familiar. This has been so far 
successful that to multitudes of our 
intelligent countrymen it seems uncan- 
did to describe the services performed 
as idolatrous, or to maintain that popery 
as it now exists is ruinous to the souls 
of men. Dr. Wiseman represents it as 
the universally received doctrine of his 
church “that it is sinful to pay the 
same homage or worship to the saints, 
or to the greatest of the saints, or the 
highest of the angels in heaven, which 
we pay to God: that supreme honour 
and worship are reserved exclusively to 
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him, that from him alone can any 
blessing possibly come, that he is the 
sole fountain of salvation and grace, 
and all spiritual or even earthly gifts,— 
and that no one created being can have 
any power, energy, or influence, of its 
own, in carrying into effect our wishes 
or desires.” Such is the language of 
the controvertist ; but how awfully are 
the authorized services of his church 
adapted to draw away the heart from 
the fountain of all goodness, and fix the 
hope, the confidence, the attachment, 
on frail creatures, who themselves 
needed a Saviour, and who possessed no 
real excellence but that which they 
derived from Emmanuel’s fulness. It 
may be useful then to give a specimen 
of idolatrous worship as now practised 
openly by adherents of the church of 
Rome in the metropolis of England. 


l4 THINK OF JERUSALEM. 


It is not a disputable specimen; it is a 
part of the Devotions of the Fathers 
of the Oratory, sung by them in an 
assembly to which hundreds habitually 
repair, printed for their use, purchased 
at their booksellers, bearing date, 1849. 


“THE PATRONAGE OF ST, JOSEPH, 


“Doar husband of Mary! dear Nurse of her Child! 
Life's ways are full weary, the desert is wild ; 
Bleak sands are all round us, no home can we see! 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! we lean upon thee, 


“Por thou to the pilgrim art Father and Guide, 
And Jesus and Mary felt safe by thy side ; 
Ah! blessed Saint Joseph! how safe should I be, 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! if thou wert with me! 


*O blessed Saint Joseph! how great was thy worth, 
The one chosen shadow of God upon earth, 
The Father of Jesus—ah! then wilt thou be, 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! a father to me? 


| “Thou hast not forgotten the long dreary road, 


When Mary took turns with thee, bearing thy God; 
Yet light was that burden, none lighter could be ; 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! O canst thou bear me? 


“A cold, thankless heart, and a mean love of ease, 
What weights, blessed Patron! more galling than 
these ? 
My life, my past life, thy clear vision may see ; 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! O canst thou loye me? 


“O give me thy burden to bear for awhile ; 
Let me kiss His warm lips, and adore His sweet 

sniile ; : 
With her Babe in her arms, surely Mary will be, 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! my pleader with thee. 


“When the treasures of God were unsheltered on 
earth 3 
Safe keeping was found for them both in thy worth ; 
O Father of Jesus! be father to me, 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! and I will love thee. 


“God chose thee for Jesus and Mary—wilt thou 
Forgive a poor exile for choosing thee now? 
There is no Saint in Heayen I worship like thee, 
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! O deign to loye me!” 
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“ Remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind,?—Jer, li, 50, 


Sons of a race beloved of God, a race of high renown, 

Alas! that trampled in the dust lies your ancestral crown ! 
Alas! that Judah’s pride is dim, and Israel’s triumphs o’er, 

The palace of their kings o’erthrown, their holy house no more ! 


Ye, who have loved your native hills and pleasant homes so well, 
Must now away, in stranger lands, the victor’s train to swell ; 

In Babel’s busy marts to toil, or languish in her keep, 

Or where her streams are rolling free, your freedom’s want to weep. 


Yet sorrow not with selfish grief —Jerusalem is waste ! 

Her sculptured pride is cast aside, by ruthless hands defaced ; 

The lambent flames have scorched her walls, the mounts have laid them low; 
Let Salem’s children think of her,—deep is the parent’s woe ! é 


She sits in solitude, who ruled, a noble queen, but now A 

The royal robe about her form, the diadem on her brow ; 

Her banner waving in the breeze, with warrior hosts ate ; 

But death or bonds have vanquished these, and none dares that unfold, 


Think of her sunny vales, between whose banks the Kedron sweeps ; 
Think of the mount upon whose brow the closing daybeam sleeps ; 
Think of her well-trimmed hills of vine, and fields of ripening pain 
Her crowded shrine, and rites divine, and pomp of queenly train. : 
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Think of her, in your midnight dreams—her image be your rest ! 
Think of her, in your noonday toils—’twill soothe the stricken breast ; 
Think of her, when on bended knee, God’s pitying eye you claim ; 
Still worship towards the holy place, where once He set his name. 


And think of Him, the Good, the True, who Egypt’s power defied, 
Redeemed your fathers from the yoke, when unto him they cried : 
Perchance he’ll turn again, and smile on Zion’s dreary doom, 
And bid the woe-worn captives back to raise her from the tomb. 


To build again those hallowed walls, and worship there in truth, 
Amidst the memory-tears of age, and joyous shouts of youth ;* 

To gaze upon “the goodly land,” and win its fruitful spoils ; 

And wake the strain they wooed in vain, from bondage and its toils. 


And have not we a home beloved ? far distant, yet how near ! 

That asks our thoughts while journeying on, “ pilgrims and strangers here :” 
Jerusalem, thou land of light ! thou city of our King! 

To thee we'll raise our ardent gaze, and strive thy songs to sing. 


Thou art in truth a home for souls, in troubled world like this ; 

Thou hast the Centre of their rest, the Author of their bliss ; 

Thou dost not know of tears of woe, nor pain, nor death, have place ; 
The grace of every joy is thine, and joy of every grace. 


Tig ours thine “ outer courts ” to tend—the threshold not the fane ; 

The entrance-gate, where good men wait, more meetness to attain. 

Are these in circumstance of need? In barrenness and gloom ? 

God speed the hour, whose quickening power, shall make the desert bloom. 


With praise, that heaven’s own lofty truth our earthen vessels bear, 
We'll mingle, for its onward course, the earnest voice of prayer. 
Zion, he best remembers thee, who with uplifted eye, 

Looks to that throne, where reigns alone, thine Advocate on high. 


We'll think of thee,—the night is dark, and tempests are abroad ; 
Faint hearted are thy chosen sons, they feebly wield the sword ; 
Thy conquests are but few and far, thou art a “ bruised reed,”— 
The bush through ages wrapped in flames, yet unconsumed indeed ! 


We'll think of thee, in bonds beneath, and yield thee filial love ; 
We'll think of thee, redeemed from death, all free and fair above. 
And when we burst owr captive’s bond, and wings immortal wear, 
Well soar the distant hills beyond, and pay our worship there. 
Streatham. Jerr l: 


* Ezra iii, 12, 
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Y Rtses & SETs. 


FAMILY BIBLE READING. 


MEMORANDA. 


Bee selina y sh om iets TEM 
Tu} 8 9 | Genesis i., ii, 1—7. Moon sets, 1 min, past 10, morning. 
| 4 0 | Luke i, 1—25, Baptist Irish Committee, half-past 5. 
W/8 9 | Gen, ii. 8—25, iii, 1—19. Moon sets, 33 min. past 10, morning. 
4 0 | Luke i, 26—56. Moon rises, 23 min. past 9, evening. 
| Th) & 8 | Gen, iii, 20—24, iv. 1—24. Moon sets, 2 min. past 11, morning. 
4 1 | Luke i. 57—80. Moon rises, 38 min. past 10, evening. 
F | 8 8] Gen. v,, vi. 1—8. Moon sets, 26 m, past 11, morning, 
4 2 Luke ii, 1—20. 4 Moon rises, 49 min. past 11, night. 
8S |8 8 | Gen. vi. 9—22, vii. Moon’s last quarter, 37 min, past 8, morn, 
14 3} Luke ii, 21—39, Mars in east, after sunset. 
Lp} 8 8 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4 4 | Psalms. Isaiah Ixv., John viii, 21—50, 
M | 8 7] Gen, viii, ix. 1—17. Jupiter in south and south-west, early. 
4 5 | Luke ii, 40—52. 1840, Penny Post established. 
Tu; 8 7 | Gen. ix. 18—26, Job i. Moon rises, 11 min, past 3, morning. 
4 7 | Luke iii, 1—20. Fraternal meeting of Ministers, at 4. 
W 8 6 | Job ii, iii. Moon rises, 14 min. past 4, morning, 
4 8 | Luke ili, 21—38, Moon sets, 36 min, past 1, afternoon. 
Th) 8 6 | Job iv., v. Moon rises, 14 min, past 5, morning, 
4 10 | Luke iv. 1—32, Moon sets, 11 m. past 2, afternoon, 
F | 8 51] Job vi.,, vii. Moon rises, 11 min. past 6, morning, 
4 11] Luke iv. 33—44, v. |—11. Moon sets, 52 min, past 2, afternoon, 
S 8 5 | Job viii. Moon rises, at 7, morning, 
4 12 | Luke y. 12—39, Moon sets, 40 min. past 3, afternoon. 
Lpv| 8 4] Psalms, New Moon, 19 min. past 11, morning. 
4 14 | Psalms. 8.8.U., 2 Kings vi, 1—23, John ix, 1—25, 
M/|8 8 | Job ix., x. Moon rises, 23 min, past 8, morning. 
| 4 15 | Luke vi. 1—19, Moon sets, 30 min, past 5, afternoon, 
Tu| 8 2 | Job xi. Baptist Home Mission Committee at 6, 
| 417 | Luke vi. 20—49. Moon sets, 32 min. past 6, evening, 
W 8 1 '| Job xii,, xiii. L—16. London Baptist Association, 
| 4 18 | Luke vii. 1—23. New Park St., at 3, afternoon, 
Th! 8 1 | Job xiii, 17—28, xiv, 1840, Moses Fisher (Liverpool) d., et. 65. 
4 20 | Luke vii. 24—50, Moon sets, 43 min, past 8, evening, 
F |8 0} Job xv. Moon rises, 18 min, past 10, morning, 
4 21 | Luke viii. 1—21. Moon sets, 50 min. past 9, evening. 
S 7 59 | Job XVi. Xvii. Moon rises, 40 min. past 10, morning, 
4 23 | Luke viii, 22—40, Moon sets, 57 min, past 10, evening, 
| Lp 7 58 | Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
| - ; 25 pee Ezekiel xxxiv., John x, 
| M | 7 57 | Job xviii., xix, Moon’s first quarter, 40 min, past 9, m 
| 4 27 Luke viii. 46—56, ix, 1—6. 1793, Louis XVL ae Bran hebcated oe 
Tu| 7 55 | Job xx. Moon sets, 22 min. past 1, morning. 
| 4 28 | Luke ix, 7—27. Stepney Committee at 6. 
W | 7 54 | dob xxi, 1820, Duke of Kent died, aged 52. 
4 30 | Luke ix, 28—45. Young Men’s Missionary Prayer Meeting. 
Th! 7 53 | Job Xxli, Moon sets, 51 min, past 3, morning, = 
4 32 | Luke ix, 46—62, Moon rises, 14 min, past 1, afternoon, 
25 | F | 7 52 | Job xxiii, xxiv. Moon sets, 4 min, past 5, morning, 
| 4 33 | Luke x, 1—24. Moon rises, 6 min, past 2, afternoon. 
26 | | 7 50 Job xxv., XXVi, XXVii, Moon sets, 10 min. past 6, morning. 
4 35 | Luke x, 25—42., Moon rises, 5 min, past 3, afternoon, 
27 | Lp| 7 49 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons 
yc: ; Af pale Sore xc, John xi, 7 
I ob xxviii. ull Moon, 9 min, bef, 1, morni 
4 39 | Luke xi. 1—28, 1547, Henry VII died, aged 55. 
29 | Tu| 7 46 | Job XXIX.) XXX, 1820, George III. died, aged 82, 
4 41 | Luke xi. 29—54, Quarterly Meeting of Baptist Board. 
30 | W | 7 45 | Job XXX1, 1649, Charles I. beheaded, aged 48, 
4 42 | Luke xii. 1—21. Moon rises, 13 min, past 8, evening 
31 | Th) 7 43 | Job xxxii., Xxxill, Moon sets, 27 min. past 9, morning. 
| 4 44 | Luke xii. 22—48. Moon rises, 30 min, past 9, evening, 
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REVIEWS. 


Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Thomas 
Chalmers, D.D., LL.D. By his Son-in- 
law, the Rev. Wiuttam Hanna, LL.D. 
Vol. I. 8vo., pp. 514. Price 10s. 6d. 


Posthumous Works of the Rev. Tuomas 
Cuatmuers, D.D., LL.D. Nine Volumes. 
8vo. Price £4 14s. 6d, 


No theologian has arisen this century 
who has exercised a more important 
influence on his contemporaries than 
the late Dr. Chalmers, or whose cha- 
racter it is more desirable that readers 
of all ranks and denominations should 
thoroughly understand. While he re- 
mained in connexion with the Scottish 
ecclesiastical establishment, there was 
no section of the Christian church 
whose chiefs did not honour him as an 
effective preacher, and an able teacher 
of the rising ministry; even then, the 
magnanimity of his purposes, the 
energy of his intellect, and the com- 
prehensiveness of his charity, rendered 
him an object of general esteem and 
confidence among presbyterians and 
episcopalians, independents and bap- 
tists. The circumstances which de- 
volved on him the leading part in the 
heroic procedings of that memorable 
May in which four hundred and seventy- 
four ministers of the church of Scot- 
land resigned their offices and emolu- 
ments in compliance with the dictates 
of conscience, and the admirable manner 
in which he conducted himself amidst 
the difficulties of that crisis, invested 
him with additional interest; and now, 
his course having terminated, he can- 
not fail to be regarded as a specimen 
of human nature which intelligent men 
of every class will desire to study 
closely. 

It affords us pleasure to announce 

VOL, XIII,— FOURTH SERIES, 


the publication of the last volume of 
that interesting posthumous series 
which has been two years in progress, 
and, at the same time, the first volume 
of a detailed Memoir of his Life and 
Writings, by the well-furnished mem- 
ber of his domestic circle to whom the 
work was delegated. The volume is 
peculiarly acceptable, as it includes the 
history of his early life. Comprising 
the first thirty-three years of his course, 
it exhibits the preparatory processes by 
which he was fitted for the services he 
was afterwards to perform, and dis- 
closes particulars respecting his mental 
history which could not with propriety 
be published while he remained among 
us, but without a knowledge of which 
we could have but inadequate views of 
the wisdom and goodness displayed to- 
wards him. Some glances at his mental 
history, as pourtrayed in this volume, 
will we doubt not be pleasing and pro- 
fitable to our readers. 

It was not till he was nearly thirty 
years of age that Mr. Chalmers under- 
went that great change which is de- 
scribed in the apostolic writings as 
passing from death unto life. This is 
sometimes effected so gradually, and 
preceded by so much apparent con- 
formity to spiritual habits, that it is 
not easily perceptible to bystanders; 
but in the case of Mr. Chalmers, it was 
his becoming obviously, to all his 
acquaintance, a new creature. He had 
been from his youth open-hearted, 
benevolent, discerning, and energetic; 
he had been trained to observe the 
forms of religion, and he had taken 
upon himself the responsibilities of a 
parish minister. His pastoral duties 
were discharged with professional regu- 
larity; mathematics and chemistry were 
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his favourite pursuits, but literary 
celebrity was the object of his most 
ardent desire. This portion of his life 
is, however, instructive. His aspiring 
temperament and inadequate success 
show us a man of superior powers and 
attainments restless and uneasy, dis- 
satisfied with the present and without 
definite aim in regard to the future. 
Anxiously seeking for opportunities to 
distinguish himself, he found one in 
accordance with his official predilec- 
tions, when in the General Assembly of 
1809 he delivered a brilliant speech, 
advocating such advancement in the 
temporal circumstances of the clergy 
as might increase their “importance,” 
and give “splendour and efficacy to 
their exertions.” But, soon after this, 
it pleased his heavenly Father to com- 
mence a course of operations on his 


heart, by which he was drawn towards 
a Redeemer whom he had served 
nominally, but whose love he had never 
known. A pious uncle died suddenly, 
leaving him one of his trustees, and 
this was the commencement of a series 
of events which will be described best 
in the words of Dr. Hanna :— 


“The state of his health did not admit of 
Mr. Chalmers leaving Kilmany till the begin- 
ning of August, He returned to Anstruther at 
the close of September, and it was some exposure 
in coming home from that second visit, which 
threw him into that long, severe, and most 
momentous illness, during which the first stage 
of a great and entire spiritual revolution was 
accomplished in him, For four months he 
never left his room ; for upwards of half a year 


he neyer entered his pulpit; it was more than 
a twelvemonth before all the duties of his parish 
were again regularly discharged by him, His 
illness, which was an affection of the liver, 
was such as to require the application of the 
very strongest medicines. ‘I visited him,’ 
says Professor Duncan, ‘at Fincraigs, where he 
was under the medical treatment of Dr. Ram- 
say of Dundee, and I certainly never saw any 
person so much altered in the same space of 
time, being then greatly attenuated, while 
formerly he was corpulent. He was scarcely 
able to walk across the room, It was a year 
or two before he recovered, and during that 
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period he had much the appearance of an old 
man, of one who would never be able again for 
much exertion,’ But although the body was 
thus weakened and reduced, the mind was left 
in untouched vigour; and into it, now left to 
its own profound and solitary} musings, there 
sunk the deepest and most overpowering im- 
pression of human mortality. 

“For upwards of twenty years death had 
never entered his family circle. Perhaps the 
first time that he had ever stood face to face 
in presence of the last enemy, and seen the 
last stroke given, was when he witnessed the 
death of his brother George. But death was 
now to be no stranger: already had he borne 
away two of the family in his cold embrace ; 
and two of his sisters were at this time threat- 
ened with the same fatal malady. Mr. Ballar- 
die had passed into eternity ina moment. It 
seemed as if, once begun, the quick succession 
was to go on unbroken. A panic seized the 
family, as if one after another they were 
doomed to fall, Partaking fully of that panic, 
Mr, Chalmers believed that he was about to 
die. For days and weeks he gazed upon the 
death brought thus so near, with eye intent and 
solemnized. ‘My confinement,’ wrote Mr. 
Chalmers, ‘has fixed on my heart a_ very 
strong impression of the insignificance of time 
—an impression which I trust will not aban- 
don me, though I again reach the heyday ot 
health and vigour. This should be the first 
step to another impression still more salutary— 
the magnitude of eternity. Strip human life 
of its connexion with a higher scene of exist- 
ence, and it is the illusion of an instant, an 
unmeaning farce, a series of visions and pro- 
jects, and convulsive efforts, which terminate 
in nothing, I have been reading Pazcal’s 
Thoughts on Religion: you know his history— 
aman of the richest endowments, and whose 
youth was signalized by his profound and 
original speculations in mathematical science, 
but who could stop short in the brilliant career 
of discovery, who could resign all the splen- 
dours of literary reputation, who could re- 
nounce without a sigh all the distinctions 
which are conferred upon genius, and resolve 
to devote every talent and every hour to the 
defence and illustration of the gospel. This, 
my dear sir, is superior to all Greek and to all 
Roman fame.’ pp. 151, 152. 

“Contemplated from the confines of eternity, 
his past life looked to Mr. Chalmers like a 
feverish dream, the fruitless chasing of a 
shadow. Blinded by the fascination of the 
things seen and temporal, he had neglected the 
things unseen and eternal. He had left undis- 
charged the highest duties of human life, and 
he had despised that faith which can alone lend 
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enduring value to its labours, and shed the 
light of a satisfying hope around its close. 
How empty had all these bygone years been of 
God! True, he had not been wholly forget- 
ful; many an adoring thought of the Almighty, 
as the great Creator, Upholder, Governor of 
_ the universe, had filled his mind, and many 
grateful feelings towards his heavenly Bene- 
factor had visited his heart. But that, he now 
felt, was not enough. The clear unchallenge- 
able right belonged to God over the full affec- 
tion of the heart, the unremitting obedience of 
the life; but no such affection had been enter- 
tained; and it had been but seldom that a 
distinct regard to the will of God had given its 
birth or its direction to any movement of his 
past history. In name acknowledged, but in 
their true nature and extent misunderstood, he 
felt that his Creator’s claims over him had been 
practically disallowed and dishonoured during 
his whole career. The meagre and superficial 
faith of former years could no longer satisfy 
him, It could not stand the scrutiny of the 
sick-room ; it could not bear to be confronted 
with death ; it gave way under the application 
of its own chosen test ; for surely, even reason 
taught that if man have a God to love and 
serve, and an eternity beyond death to provide 
for, towards that God a supreme and abiding 
sense of obligation should be cherished, and to 
the providing for that eternity the whole efforts 
of a lifetime should be consecrated. Con- 
vinced of the fatal error upon which the whole 
scheme of his former life had been constructed, 
Mr, Chalmers resolved upon a change. He 


would no longer live here as if here he were to_ 


live for ever. Henceforth and habitually he 
would recognize his immortality: and remem- 
bering that this fleeting pilgrimage was a scene 
of trial, a place of spiritual probation, he would 
dedicate himself to the service of God, and live 
with the high aim and purpose of one who was 
in training for eternity. It was a kind of life 
which had already been realized by countless 
thousands of his fellow men, and why not by 
him? It had been realized by Pascal in mak- 
ing the sublime transition from the highest 
walks of science to the still higher walk of 
faith, It had been realized by those early 
Christians whose lives and testimonies he was 
now engaged in studying. Surrounded with 
such a cloud of witnesses, a new ambition, 
stronger and more absorbing than that which 
had thirsted so eagerly for literary fame, fired 
Mr, Chalmers’ breast. Every thought of his 
heart, every word of his lip, every action of 
his life, he would henceforth strive to regulate 
under a high presiding sense of his responsibili- 
ty to God; his whole life he would turn into a 
preparation for eternity, With all the ardour 
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of a nature which never could do anything by 
halves, with all the fervour of an enthusiasm 
which had at length found an object worthy of 
its whole energies at their highest pitch of 
effort, he gave himself to the great work of 
setting himself right with God. The com- 
mencement of such an enterprise marks a 
great and signal epoch in his spiritual history. 
It sprung out of his} profound sense of human 
mortality ; his vivid realizing of the life that 
now is in its connexion with the life that is to 
come ; his recognition of the supremacy which 
God and the high interests of eternity should 
wield over the heart and life of man. It did 
not originate in any change in his speculatiye 
belief, induced by his studies either of the con- 
tents or credentials of the bible. In the course 
of that memorable transition-period which 
elapsed from the bsginning of November, 1809, 
till the close of December, 1810, important 
modifications in his doctrinal views were 
undoubtedly effected, His partial discovery of 
the pervading and defiling element of ungodli- 
ness, gave him other notions of human depra- 
vity than those he had previously entertained, 
and prepared him not only to acquiesce in, but 
to appropriate to himself representations from 
which a year before he would have turned away 
with disgust. And with his altered view of 
human sinfulness, there came also an altered 
view of the atonement. He was prepared now 
to go farther than he had gone before in recog- 
nizing the death of Christ as a true and proper 
sacrifice for sin, Still, however, while looking 
to that death for the removal of past guilt, he 
believed that it lay wholly with himself after 
he had been forgiven, to approve himself to 
God, to win the Divine favour, to work out the 
title to the heavenly inheritance, The fulland 
precise effect of Christ’s obedience unto death 
was not as yet discerned. Over that central 
doctrine of Christianity which tells of the 
sinner’s free justification before God through 
the merits of his Son, there hung an obscuring 
mist; there was a flaw in the motive which 
prompted the struggle in which Mr.-Chalmers 
so devotedly engaged; there was a misconcep- 
tion of the object which it was possible by such 
a struggle to realize. More than a year of 
fruitless toil had to be described, ere the true 
ground of a sinner’s acceptance with God was 
reached,and the true principleofall acceptable obe- 
dience was implanted in his heart.” pp.153-155. 


Some years afterwards, reviewing 
this part of his life, Dr. Chalmers ex- 
pressed himself thus, in a letter to a 
friend :— 

“ ¢T stated to you that the effect of a very 
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long confinement, about ten years ago, upon 
myself, was to inspire me with a set of very 
strenuous resolutions, under which I wrote a 
Journal, and made many a laborious effort to 
elevate my practice to the standard of the 
Divine requirements. During this course, 
however, 1 got little satisfaction, and felt no 
repose. I remember that somewhere about the 
year 1811, I had Wilberforce’s View put into 
my hands, and, as I got on in reading it, felt 
myself on the eve of a great revolution in all 
my opinions about Christianity. I am now 
most thoroughly of opinion, and it is an opinion 
founded on experience, that on the system 
of—Do this and live, no peace, and even no 
true and worthy obedience, can ever be 
attained. It is, Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. When this 
belief enters the heart, joy and confidence enter 
along with it. The righteousness which we 
try to work out for ourselves eludes our impo- 
tent grasp, and neyer can a soul arrive at true 
or permanent rest in the pursuit of this object, 
The righteousness which, by faith, we put on, 
secures our acceptance with God, and secures 
our interest in his promises, and gives us a part 
in those sanctifying influences by which we are 
enabled to do with aid from on high, what we 
never can do without it. We look to God in 
a new light—we see him as a reconciled 
Father; that love to him which terror scares 
away, re-enters the heart, and, with a new 
principle and a new power, we become new 
creatures in Jesus Christ our Lord.’” pp, 
185, 186. ‘ 


External indications of the moment- 
ous change which had taken. place 
within were speedily perceptible. 


“His regular and earnest study of the bible 
was one of the first and most noticeable effects 
of Mr. Chalmers’ conyersion, His nearest 
neighbour and most frequent visitor was old 
John Bonthron, who, having once seen better 
days, was admitted to an easy and privileged 
familiarity, in the exercise of which one day 
before the memorable illness, he said to Mr. 
Chalmers—‘ I find you aye busy, sir, with one 
thing or another, but come when I may, I 
never find you at your studies for the sabbath,’ 
‘ Ob, an hour or two on the Saturday evening 
is quite enough for that,’ was the minister's 
answer. 
John, on entering the manse, often found Mr, 
Chalmers poring eagerly over the pages of the 
bible. The difference was too striking to 
escape notice, and with the freedom given him, 
which he was ready enough to use, he said, ‘J 
neyer come in now, sir, but I find you aye at 


But now the change had come, and | 


EARLY LIFE OF DR, CHALMERS. 


your bible” ‘All too little, John, all too 
little,’ was the significant reply.” p. 262. 


Of course the change affected his 
preaching, and his intercourse with his 
flock. Previously, his ministry had 
been unpopular, his church was poorly 
attended, and his exertions were in- 
effective; but afterwards he set himself 
earnestly to his work, and could no 
longer be content with perfunctory 
services. 


“The opening months of 1811, as they 
brought tranquillity and establishment to his 
own heart, so they gave a new character to his 
sabbath ministrations. It was not, however, 
till the close of that year that the complete 
re-establishment of his health, and the fulfil- 
ment of his engagements with Dr. Brewster, 
enabled him to give full time and strength to 
his compositions for the pulpit. The result 
was a series of discourses, a goodly number of 
which, delivered almost verbally as originally 
written, were listened to in after years by con- 
gregated thousands in Glasgow, and Edinburgh, 
and London, with wondering and entranced 
admiration, I have been able to trace to this 
period so many of the sermons afterwards 
selected by their author for publication, and 
have found so few alterations made on the 
original manuscripts in preparing them for the 
press, as to be satisfied that the three final 
years of his ministry at Kilmany supplied as 
many, as elaborate, and as eloquent discourses, 
as any other three years in the whole course of 
his ministry. It was not the stimulus of 
cultivated audiences, and an intellectual sphere 
—it was not the effort to win or to sustain a 
wide-spread popularity—it was not the strain- 
ing after originality of thought or splendour 
of illustration, which gave to these discourses 
their peculiar form and character. They were, 
to a great extent, the spontaneous products of 
that new love and zeal which Divine grace had 
planted in his soul; the shape and texture of 
their eloquence springing from the combined 
operation of all his energies — intellectual, 
moral, and emotional—whose native movements 
were now stimulated into a more glowing 
intensity of action by that controlling motive 
which concentrated them all upon one single 
and sublime accompaniment—the salvation of 
immortal souls.” pp. 417, 418, 

“ The discovery that pardon and full recon- 
ciliation with God are offered gratuitously to 


all men in Christ, had been the turning point 
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in Mr. Chalmers’ own spiritual history; and 
the most marked characteristic of his pulpit 
-ministrations after his conversion was the fre- 
‘quency and fervour with which he held out to 

sinners Christ and his salvation as God’s free 
gift, which it was their privilege and their duty 
at once and most gratefully to accept. Most 
earnest entreaties that every sinner he spoke to 
should come to Christ just as he was, and 
‘bury all his fears in the sufficiency of the great 
atonement,’ were reiterated on each succeeding 
sabbath, presented in all possible forms, and 
delivered in all different kinds of tones and of 
attitudes. He would desert for a minute or 
two his manuscript, that with greater direct- 
ness and familiarity of phrase, greater pointed- 
ness and personality of application, he might 
urge upon their acceptance the gospel invita- 
tion, ‘He would bend over the pulpit,’ said 
ore of his old hearers, ‘and press us to take 
the gift, as if he held it that moment in his 
hand, and would not be satisfied till every one 
of us had got possession of it. And often 
when the sermon was over, and the psalm was 
sung, and he rose to pronounce the blessing, he 
would break out afresh with some new entreaty, 
unwilling to let us go until he had made one 
more effort to persuade us to accept of it,’” 
pp. 417—420. 


And what was the result of this, in 
regard to the hearers ? 


“Tt was not long till the whole aspect of the 
sabbath congregations in Kilmany church was 
changed. The stupid wonder which used to 
sit on the countenances of the few villagers or 
farm-servants who attended divine service, was 
turned into a fixed, intelligent, and devout 
attention. It was not easy for the dullest to 
remain uninformed ; for, if the preacher some- 
times soared too high for the best trained of 
his people to follow him, at other times, and 
much oftener, he put the matter of his message 
so'as to force for it an entrance into the most 
sluggish understanding. Nor was it easy for 
the most indifferent to remain unmoved, as the 
first fervours of a new-born faith and love 
found such thrilling strains in which to vent 
themselves. The church hecame crowded. 

_ The feeling grew with the numbers who shared 
in it, The fame of those wonderful discourses 
which”were now emanating from the burning 
lips of this new evangelist spread throughout 
the neighbourhood, till at last there was not an 
adjacent parish which did not send its weekly 
contribution to his ministry. Persons from 
extreme distances in the county found them- 
selves side by side in the same crowded pew. 
Looking over the congregation, the inhabitant 
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of Dundee could generally count a dozen or 
two of his fellow townsmen around him, while 
ministers from Edinburgh or Glasgow were 
occasionally detected among the crowd, 

“All this told distinctly enough of the 
popularity of the preacher; but within the 
parish, and as the effect of such a ministry as 
has been now described, what were the spiritual 
results ?—Too delicate a question this for any 
full or satisfactory reply ; but of one sabbath’s 
service we shall tell the fruits. It was in the 
spring of 1812, and the preacher’s text was 
John iii. 16,—‘ God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ Two young men heard this 
sermon, the one the son of a farmer in the 
parish, the other the son of one of the villagers, 
They met as the congregation dispersed, 
‘Did you feel anything particularly in church 
to-day?’ Alexander Paterson said to his ac- 
quaintance, Robert Edie, as they found them- 
selves alone upon the road. ‘I never,’ he 
continued, ‘felt myself to be a lost sinner till 
to-day, when I was listening to that sermon.’ 
‘It is very strange,’ said his companion, ‘it was 
just the same with me.’ They were near a 
plantation, into which they wandered, as the 
conversation proceeded, Hidden at last from 
all human sight, it was proposed that they 
should join in prayer. Screened by the opening 
foliage, they knelt on the fresh green sod, and 
poured out in turn their earnest petitions to 
the hearer and answerer of prayer. Both dated 
their conversion from that day. Alexander 
Paterson went shortly afterwards to reside in 
the neighbouring parish of Dairsie, but attended 
regularly on the sabbath at Kilmany church. 
His friend, Robert Edie, generally conyoyed 
him part of the way home. About one hun- 
dred yards from the road along which they 
travelled, in the thickly-screened seclusion of 
a close plantation, and under the shade of a 
branching fir-tree, the two friends found a quiet 
retreat, where, each returning sabbath evening, 
the eye that seeth in secret looked down upon 
these two youthful disciples of the Saviour on 
their knees, and for an hour their ardent prayers 
alternately ascended to the throne of grace, 
The practice was continued for years, till a 
private footpath of their own had been opened 
to the trysting-tree ; and when, a few years 
ago, after long absence on the part of both, 
they met at Kilmany, at Mr, Edie’s suggestion 
they re-visited the spot, and renewing the 
sacred exercise, offered up their joint thanks- 
givings to that.God who had kept them by his 
grace, and in their separate spheres had 
honoured each of them with usefulness in the 
church, Mr. Paterson has now laboured for 
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twenty-two years as a missionary in the Canon- 
gate of Edinburgh, not without many pleasing 
evidences that his labours have been blessed ; 
and I have reason to believe that by his efforts 
in behalf of bible and missionary societies, 
through means of sabbath schools and prayer- 
meetings, and by the light of a guiding and 
consistent example, Mr. Edie’s life, while one 
of active industry, had also been one of devoted 
Christian usefulness.” pp, 427—4380. 


The surrounding clergy, however, 
proclaimed that he was mad; and this 
was believed and reported, even after he 
had entered upon another scene of la- 
bour. 


“A gentleman and his wife, one sabbath, 
going to church in Glasgow, met a friend who 
spoke to them, and inquired where they were 
going. They said, ‘To hear Dr. Chalmers.’ 
He said, ‘What! to hear that madman ?’ 
They said, if he would agree to go with them, 
and hear Dr. Chalmers for once, and if after 
that he persisted in talking in such a manner 
of him, they would never dispute the matter 
with him again, He accompanied them; and, 
singular to relate, it happened that, when Dr, 
Chalmers entered the pulpit that day, he gave 
out as his text, ‘1 am not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and 
soberness ;’ and the gentleman, who I rather 
think was a medical man, became from that 
day a changed man,—a convert to evangelical 
Christianity.” pp. 504, 505, 


A few sentences descriptive of the 
effects of his ministry in the two 
different periods into which it was 
divided, as given by himself in his 
Farewell Sermon at Kilmany, deserves 
to be read again and again, especially in 
a time of religious languor. 


* And here I cannot but record the effect of an 
actual though undesigned experiment which I 
prosecuted for upwards of twelve years among 
you. For the greater part of that time I could 
expatiate on the meanness of dishonesty, on the 
villany of falsehood, on the despicable arts of 
calumny ; in a word, upon all those deformities 
of character which awaken the natural indigna- 
tion of the human heart against the pests and 
the disturbers of human society. Now could I, 
upon the strength of these warm expostula- 
tions, have got the thief to give up his stealing, 
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and the evil speaker his censoriousness, and the 
liar his deviations from truth, I should have felt 
all the repose of one who had gotten his ulti- 
mate object. It never occurred to me, that all 
this might have been done, and yet the soul of 
every hearer have remained in full alienation 
from God, and that even could I have esta- 
blished in the bosom of one who stole, such a 
principle of abhorrence at the meanness of dis- 
honesty that he was prevailed upon to steal no 
more, he might still have retained a heart as 
completely unturned to God, and as totally un- 
possessed by a principle of love to Him as 
before. Ina word, though I might have made 
him a more upright and honourable man, I ~ 
might have left him as destitute of the essence 
of religious principle as ever. But the inter- 
esting fact is, that ‘during the whole of that 
period in which IT made no attempt against the 
natural enmity of the mind to God, while I 
was inattentive to the way in which this enmity 
is dissolved; even by the free offer on the one 
hand, and the believing acceptance on the other, 
of the gospel salvation ; while Christ through 
whose blood the sinner, who by nature stands 
afar off, is brought near to the heavenly law~ 
giver whom he has offended, was scarcely ever 
spoken of, or spoken of in such a way as strip- 
ped him of all the importance of his character 
and his offices, even at this time I certainly did 
press the reformations of honour, and truth, and 
integrity, among my people; but I never once 
heard of any such reformations having been 
effected amongst them, If there was anything 
at all brought about in this way, it was more 
than ever I got any account of. I am not 
sensible that all the vehemence with which I 
urged the virtues and the proprieties of social 
life, had the weight of a feather on the moral 
habits of my parishioners. And it was not till 
I got impressed by the utter alienation of the 
heart in all its desires and affections from God ; 
it was not till reconciliation to him became the 
distinct and the prominent object of my minis- 
terial exertions; it was not till I took the 
scriptural way of laying the method of recon- 
ciliation before them; it was not till the free 
offer of forgiveness through the blood of Christ 
was urged upon their acceptance, and the Holy 
Spirit given through the channel of Christ’s 
mediatorship to all who ask him was set before 
them as the unceasing object of their depend- 
ence and their prayers ; in one word, it was not 
till the contemplations of my people were turned 
to these great and essential elements in the 
business of a soul providing for its interest with 
God and the concerns of its eternity, that I 
ever heard of any of those subordinate reforma- 
tions which I aforetime made the earnest and 
the zealous, but I am afraid at the same time, 
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the ultimate object of my earlier ministrations, 
Ye servants, whose scrupulous fidelity has now at- 
tracted the notice, and drawn forth in my hear- 
ing a delightful testimony from your masters, 

_ what mischief you would have done, had your 
zeal for doctrines and sacraments been accom- 
panied by the sloth and the remissness, and 
what, in the prevailing tone of moral relaxa- 
tion, is counted the allowable purloining of your 
earlier days! But a sense of your heavenly 
master’s éye has brought another influence to 
bear upon you; and while you are thus striving 
to adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in 
all things, you may, poor as you are, reclaim 
the great ones of the land to the acknowledg- 
ment of the faith. You have at least taught 
me that to preach Christ is the only effective 
way of preaching morality in all its branches ; 
and out of your humble cottages have I gathered 
a lesson, which [I pray God I may be enabled to 
carry with all its simplicity into a wider theatre, 
and to bring with all the power of its subduing 
efficacy upon the vices of a more crowded 
population. pp. 480—432, 


We hope to have other opportunities 
of directing attention to the career of 
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this honoured servant of the Redeemer, 
as subsequent portions of the memoir 
appear. Of the successive volumes of 
his Posthumous Works we have spoken 
repeatedly, and were we now to add 
anything it would be to renew our cor- 
dial recommendation of that which 
seems likely to be the most permanently 
useful of all his publications—the Insti- 
tutes of Theology. Our attachment to 
works of this class is not strong, and 
our expectations from these two volumes 
were not sanguine; but we have found 
in them such an avoidance of the evils 
with which systematic theology is 
generally combined, so much humility 
connected with spiritual discernment, 
and such warm effusions from a heart 
steeped in New Testament influences, 
that we should be sorry to neglect a 
fair opportunity of mentioning them to 
any fellow Christians who value our 


opinion. 
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New Polyglott Bible. The Holy Bible: con- 
taining the Old and New Testaments, accord- 
ing to the Authorized Version, With Mar- 
ginal Readings, and upwards of Fifty 
Thousand Verified References to Parallel 
and Illustrative Passages. The Historical 
Connection of the Old and New Testaments, 
to which is added a series of Useful Tables, 
intended to illustrate the Sacred Text, 
Glasgow: W. R. M‘Phun. 1849. 

The Psalms of David, imitated in New Testa- 
ment Language, together with Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs. Jn three Books, By the 
Rey. Isaac Warts, D.D.. London: Printed 
and Sold by J. Haddon, Castle Svreet, 
Finsbnry. 1849. : 

A Selection of Hymns for the use of Baptist 

Congregations : intended as a Supplement to 

Dr. Watts’s Psalms and Hymns. The 

Forty-third, being an improved and Enlarged 

Edition of the New Selection, London; 

Printed and sold for the Trustees, by 

J. Haddon, Castle Street, Finsbury, and by 

all Booksellers. 1849. 


These three books bound together so as to 
make a handsome and yet portable volume, as 
now kept for sale by Mr. Haddon, have, to our 


personal knowledge, caused young eyes to 
glisten. We have seen the effect produced and 
can fully account for it, there being an obvious 
convenience, as the purveyors for the young 
people of other denominations have found, in 
having in one pair of covers, all the chapters, 
hymns, and psalms, that are needed at the place 
of worship to which we are attached. The type, 
even for the bible, which is smaller than that 
used for the hymns, is sufficiently clear for the 
purpose; though for much continuous reading, 
a larger would be preferred by seniors whose 
sight has begun to decay. A few maps are in-~ 
serted, on thin paper, which, like the tabnlar 
matter, add to the usefulness of the volume 
without making any perceptible addition to its 
bulk. 


The Comprehensive Pocket Bible, containing the 
Old and New Testaments, Translated out of 
the Original Tongues, and with the former 
Translations diligently compared and revised, 
With Haplanatory Notes, &e. By D. Dayiw- 
son. Author of the Pocket Commentary, 
Biblical Dictionary, &e. &e. Kdinburgh: 
Printed and Published by James Brydone, 
South Hanover Street, 1848, 


This is a highly respectable work, though 
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less adapted to the use of young persons belong- 
ing to our congregations than that which we 
have just noticed, the poetic supplement con- 
sisting of the Psalms and Paraphrases according 
to the version approved by the Church of Scot- 
land and used in its worship. The editor has, 
however, brought into a small compass a great 
deal of information which a large portion of the 
public will value. There are several prelimi- 
nary dissertations, which though brief, will be 
found instructive; aud foot-notes are appended 
throughout, intended “to remove the principal 
difficulties of the text—to clear up those obscu: 
rities which occur to minds not familiar with 
biblical criticism and theology—to reconcile 
apparent contradictions—to ascertain the signi- 
fication of parables, figures, and symbols—and 
to point out the aptitude of the allusions to the 
customs, manners, costume, and general pur- 
suits of those to whom the scriptures were first 
addressed, also to the history, productions, 
climates, and nataral features of the countries 
which they inhabited,” 


by The Book of the Prophet Joel. Wondon: 


Samuel Bagster and Sons, 8vo., pp, 20. 


The prophecy of Jocl being throughout 
poetical and well adapted to show the adyan- 
tages of a poetical arrangement of the prophets, 
has been selected for this purpose, and printed 
in parallelisms. It is justly observed, that itis 
only custom which hinders us from seeing how 
much we lose in not having the Hebrew pro- 
an poetically arranged. The printing is 
veautifully executed, presenting the points and 
accents to the eye quite legibly; the text is 
that of Van der Hooght, with a few of the more 
important readings from Kennicott and De 
Rossi at the foot of each page. This small 
publication cannot fail to be acceptable to 
Hebrew students ; may we hope that it will be 
followed by the other prophetical books in 
similar style ? 


The Bible of Every Land; or a History Criti- 
ealand Philological, of all the Versions of the 
Sacred Scriptures, in every Language and 
Dialect into which Translations have been 
made: with Specimen Portions in their own 
characters, and Ethnographical Maps. Parts 
; Tand VII, London: Bagster and Sons, 
4to, 


As this work proceeds, the extent of the 
resources on which the editor has to draw 
becomes increasingly apparent, His materials 
are abundant, and he knows where to find them 
when they are wanted. Information so various 
and comprehensive, illustrative of the diffusion 
of scriptural light among the nations, could not 
have been given at an earlier period of the 
world’s history had it been attempted, and the 
effort now being made will satisty all reasonable 
expectations. The portion before us includes 
the Celtic and Teutonic families, comprising 
the Welsh, Gaelic, Irish, Anglo-Saxon, English, 
Gothic, Danish, Dutch, Flemish, German, Ice- 
landic, and Swedish versions, 
of which are given, with much interesting in- 
formation respecting the circumstances in which 
they have appeared, and the countries through 


many specimens 


which they have circulated, 


BRIEF NOTICES 


The Tabernacle of Israel: its Holy Furniture 
and Vessels. Drawn on a Uniform Scale ; 
with Coloured Metallic Illuminations of Gold, 
Silver, Brass, ce. To represent as nearly 
as possible the costly materials of the original, 
London: Bagster and Sons. Folio. Part I. 


The thought of such ornaments for a drawing- 
room table as are here furnished, calls to re=- 
membrance the prediction, “In that day shall 
there be upon the bells of the horses ‘Holiness 
unto the Lord.’” Ability to pourtray beauti- 
fully magnificent utensils is consecrated in this 
case to the holiest uses, Representations first 
of the ark with its coverings, and secondly of 
the brazen altar with its accompaniments, 
executed in the first style of art upon the finest 
drawing paper, are accompanied by letter-press 
observations which evince a conviction of the 
immeasurable superiority of new covenant bles- 
sings and the ministration of the Spirit. 


The Faithful Servant Rewarded. A Sermon 
preached in St. Andrew’s Chapel, Cambridge, 
August 19,1849, By Rorert Rorr, Occa- 
sioned by the Death of the late Mr. William 
Adams. Published by request, Cambridge : 
Johnson, 8yvo. p. 30, 


A serious, devout, and evangelical discourse, 
on the Character and the Reward of a Servant 
of Christ. Having shown that true Christians 
are servants of Christ, that the ground of the 
Redeemer’s right to the service of his followers 
is laid, first in their redemption and regenera-~ 
tion, and then in their own voluntary choice, 
and illustrated the ways in which fidelity will 
display itself, Mr. Roff observes that three 
things are included in the faithful servant’s 
reward as described in the text. 1. Approba- 
tion of past devotedness, 2, Hlevation to higher 
services. 3, Introduction to present blessed- 
ness. These prospects are made the basis of 
suitable counsels and consolations, 


The Eclectic Review. 
don: Ward and Co. 


With sorrow we contemplate these sheets as 
the last of the series to which they belong. It 
seems but a little while since we were eager to 
receive the first number that was to a pear 
under the superintendence of the beloved frend 
who had undertaken the editorship; thirteen 
years have elapsed, it appears, and now the 
state of his constitution requires that he should 
step into retirement and give place to a suc- 
cessor, May his remaining days be spent in 
the pa enjoyment of those principles 
which he has laboured to promulgate! What 
may be the abilities or the achievements of the 
man that is to come after him we know not, 
and at present his name must not be mention- 
ed; but of this we are persuaded, that the 
readers of the Eclectic will never have to con- 
gratulate themselves upon an editor of more 
benevolence, integrity, and directness of pur- 
pose, than Thomas Price, He anticipates for 
it, however, a continuance in the same course 
as he has pursued. “In relinquishing my 
post,” says our friend, “it is some consolation 
to reflect, that the circulation of the ‘ Eclectic’ 
1s considerably greater than when the journal 
came into my hands, and that its future con- 


December, 1649, Lon- 


Ate énies * 
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duct will maintain all its distinguishing prin- 
ciples, theological, ecclesiastical, and political. 
To its future editor I cordially invite the con- 
fidence and friendly support of my readers.” 


The Appeal; a Magazine for the People. Vol. 
ITI, July to December, 1849. Leeds: 
12mo., pp. 72. Price Fourpence-halfpenny. 


This little periodical is published expressly 
for readers who do not make a profession of re- 
ligion. The short pieces of which it consists 
are evangelical, simple, and lively, adapted to 
attract the attention of persons who are not 
much accustomed to thinking, and to make a 
beneficial impression on their hearts. Weknow 
of nothing better fitted for the purpose, or 
worthy of more cordial and unhesitating re- 
commendation. We should be glad to know 
that every church in the kingdom made syste- 
matic exertions for its circulation. It is issued 
in two forms: a number is published on the 
first day of every month, price one halfpenny ; 
and the numbers for the half year are sold to- 
gether, in stiff covers, a form very suitable for 
lending, 


Memoirs of Eminent Sunday School Teachers. 
With Two Essays: I, On the Importance 
of Sunday Schools. JI. On the Office of 
Sunday School Teaching. By the Rev. 
Tuomas Timpson, Author of “ The Com- 
panion to the Bible? “The Youth’s Key to 
the Bible “ British Ecclesiastical History,” 
§ce. Second Thousand. London: Snow. 
pp. 376. 


In our number for May last, we had the 
pleasure of giving to the former edition of this 
work a warm recommendation, which we now 
cordially renew. 


Piants and Trees of Scripture. London: 
R.T.S. Monthly Series, Sixpence. 


The design of this work is to furnish a de- 
scription of the trees, shrubs, and other veget- 
able productions referred to in the sacred 
volume, rectifying misapprehensions arising 
from the limited acquaintance with oriental 
botany of the translators and interpreters of 
former days. The style in which it is written 
is clear and neat; the author is evidently fami- 
liar with the best books on the subjects of which 
he treats, and he has furnished much valuable 
illustration of scripture in a form sufficiently 
popular for general use. 


British Fish and Fisheries. London: R.T.S. 
Monthly Series. Sixpence. 


A descriptive account of the fish in our rivers 
and around our coasts, the manner in which 
they are caught, and the purposes to which 
they are applied. 


A Voice to the Churches on the Present Condi- 
tion of those who have been Pupils in our 
Sunday’ Schools : with Suggestions to Pastors, 
Sunday School Teachers, and Committees, 
as to the methods best adapted to Preserve or 
Revive their Sympathies in the Sunday 
School Cause. By Joun Morison, D.D., 
LL.D. London. pp. 27. Price 3d. 


The active zeal. of the writer on behalf of 
VOL, XIMI,—FOURTH SERIES. 


Sunday schools is well known to their friends, 
and we have pleasure in certifying that his pas~ 
toral experience and habits of observation have 
led him to make suggestions on behalf of young 
people who have ceased to attend in these 
institutions, which may be turned to excellent 
account. 


A New Sacred Ode for Christmas, Composed 
with an Accompaniment for the Organ or 
Piano Forte, By Wi.taAmM Birp, Author 
of “ Original Psalmody,” &c. §e. London: 
Cocks and Co, Sold by the Author, 64, 
White Lion Street, Pentonville. 


The author of this piece, who is also the 
editor of “The Beauties of Psalmody,” has 
long been known in some parts of the country 
and in the metropolis as a singer and composer 
of congregational tunes. This ode, and an 
anthem from the 133rd Psalm which is append- 
ed to it, partaking of the same spirit as his 
earlier productions, will call to the minds of 
his friends some of the pleasures of past days, 
and diversify agreeably their musical enjoy- 
ments, 
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Approbed. 


{It should be understood that insertion in this list is not a 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated ,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency, ] 


The Sabbath School Teacher’s Reward. Written 
by J. S. Fearsersrone. Composed for Four 
Voices, arranged with a Separate Accompaniment 
for the Organ or Piano Forte, and Dedicated to 
Sabbath School Teachers. By Joun Kina. Lon- 
don. Price2s. pp. 6. Folio. 


The Philosophy of Food and Nutrition in Plants 
and Animals. By the Rev. Epwin Smpney, M.A., 
Author of “Electricity,” and “ Blights of the 
Wheat and their Remedies.” London: #78. 
16mo., pp. 192. 


The Sabbath a Day of Rejoicing. A Discourse, 
by the Rev. A. Rennisoy, A.M., Minister of the 
Laigh Parish, Paisley. Price 6d. 


— 


The Church. Vol. Ill 1849. Leeds: John 
Heaton, 7, Briggate. 
The Appeal; a Magazine for the People. Janu- 


ary, 1850. Leeds; Heaton. 


The Mother's Friend. A Monthly Magazine, to 
Aid and Encourage those Mothers who haye Little 
Time to Read and Little Money to Spend on Books. 
Edited by Ann Jane. Vol. II. London: B. L. 
Green. pp. 244. 


The Teacher’s Offering for 1849. London: Ward 
and Co. pp. 280. 


— 


A Volume for All, The Family Economist, con- 
taining Original Articles by the Best Writers on 
Domestic Economy, Education, Sanitary Reform, 
Cottage Gardening and Farming, also Social Sketches, 
Moral Tales, and Valuable Household Recipes. 
Vol. II. 1849, London: Groombridge and Sons. 
pp. 236. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


CANADA, Teaching thus becomes too often the dernier 
resort of the indolent and the worthless. 

With mental powers undeveloped, and 
habits of indolence in the exercise of the 
thoughts induced, it cannot be surprising that 
even professors of religion must not, at least 
in the country parts, be exempted from the 
charge of ignorance. The Canadians are not. 
a reading people, nor are Canadian Christians 
in general deep and prayerful students of the 
bible. ‘Their religion is one rather of feeling 
than of intelligent assent; hence their attain- 
ments are superficial, not profound. 

Need it be wondered at then that the 
wildest notions to which an unrestrained and 
excited imagination can give rise, find in 
Canada a congenial soil? The vast extent 
of frontier (and, in new countries at least, 
such districts are pre-eminently the abodes of 
ignorance and fanaticism) renders the intro- 
duction and transmission of the crudest 
dogmas and the most licentious doctrines 
peculiarly easy. Thus in some parts of the 
eastern townships the “ Millerite ” delusion 
reached its height some few years since in acts 
of extravagance almost surpassing belief. In 
almost every corner of the province univers- 
alists are found insidiously and zealously 
propagating their fearful doctrines, and fre- 
quently, with honesty at least, practically 
exhibiting their belief in the salvation of the 
vilest, irrespective of faith in Christ. One of 
their preachers once affirmed toa missionary, 
that were the parricide to terminate at once 
his career and his crimes by taking his own 
life he would immediately be “received up 
into glory.” Then there are the Campbell- 
ites, Christians, Mormons, and sceptics of 
every shade, from the deist to the infidel, un- 
settling the minds of men too little fortified, 
alas, by solid information of any kind. 

This craving after excitement rather than 
instruction manifests itself in the fondness 
which is frequently exhibited for religious 
services of a more exciting nature than those 
of a stated ministry, and for a style of preach- 
ing abounding in anecdotes and in harrowing 


appeals to the feelings, in a word, for sound 
rather than sense. 


THE STATE OF RELIGION IN CANADA. 


The Rev. F. Bosworth, M.A., whose ser- 
vices as Classical Tutor in the College at 
Montreal have often been mentioned, being 
on a visit to this country, we have requested 
him to furnish us with a bird’s-eye view of 
the state of religion in Canada, and he has 
fayoured us with the following paragraphs:— 


Many causes concur in rendering the posi- 
tion of Canada, in a religious point of view, 
somewhat an anomalous one. ‘The difficul- 
ties to be surmounted in the dissemination of 
the truth are either peculiar to the province, 
or more formidable than in any other coun- 
try, perhaps, where the English language is 
spoken. 

To the pressure of these difficulties is it 
owing that the state of religion there must 
be pronounced to be anything but encourag- 
ing. A reference to some of the most power- 
ful of these hindrances will, doubtless, serve 
best to exhibit the present posture of affairs 
in Canada. 

Within the province ignorance and fanati- 
cism abound to a most alarming extent. In 
no country in the world, perhaps, where the 
facilities for acquiring information areasgreat, 
is there so slight an acquaintance with the 
standard literature of the age and so great a 
distaste for mental effort. The country is 
deluged with the cheap, trashy publications 
which daily issue from the presses of the 
United States. Every week’s express brings 
large quantities of novels to the exclusion, 
almost, of any works of lasting interest and 
value. They are to be found in the hotels 
and on the steamers in all parts of the pro- 
vince, silently yet surely producing their per- 
nicious effects, unrestrained by any taste for 
higher literature, or by that safeguard against 
the morbid excitement of the imagination 
which a thorough course of mental training 
supplies. Indeed, so great isthe demand for 
these publications that the booksellers hesitate 
not to regard this branch of their business as 
necessary to their success. 


Nor is this all. The schools throughout 
the country, with some pleasing exceptions, 
are wretchedly inefficient. In many sections 
the choice of a schoolmaster does not depend 
on the possession of sufficient information for 
the discharge of his responsible duties and on 


an aptitude to teach, but on the smallness of 


the sum for which his labours can be ensured, 


The sad want of liberality in the mainten- 
ance of stated worship is another hindrance 
to the progress of the truth. The emigrant 
part of the population having left their native 
land to better their circumstances, too often 
slight the public services of religion, and with 
reluctance contribute to their maintenance 
Whereas the natives and old settlers knowing 
well the scarcity of money in the province 
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are careful to keep it. These remarks apply 
too often, alas! to the professors of religion. 
Besides this, it must be borne in mind that 
numbers of the founders of churches in the 
country were farmers, whose ministrations 
were entirely gratuitous—that very many 
such preachers are now zealously and disin- 
terestedly labouring in various parts—and 
that several religious bodies foster, not inten- 
tionally perhaps, this spirit of illiberality by 
fully sustaining their ministers or missionaries. 
In Canada generally preaching must be cheap 
in order to be enjoyed. Of course there are 
very many pleasing exceptions, but this is 
the preyailing sentiment. A few instances 
of the want of Christian liberality will not 
be improper. An excellent missionary with 
deep gratitude wrote home to his society 
informing them that his people had engaged 
to raise him £70. Years have passed away 
since then, but thirty of the seventy only 
have been received. A laborious pastor once 
confessed that all the money he had received 
during the year was £2. Another, as the 
pecuniary result of a year’s labour—during 
which six or seven services were held weekly 
—obtained a horse and forty dollars. As 
their pastor had been ill some of his church 
engaged to pay the doctor’s bill, and how? 
The grain with which payment was 
_to be made was so utterly worthless that 
‘respect alone for the minister prevented the 
medical man from throwing it into the road. 
‘The plan is to pay the pastor, not in money, 
but in pork, butter, apples, firewood, hay, 
&e. And frequently is it the case that 
the articles sent are not only very bad, but 
‘the prices exorbitant. Any conduct, nay, 
even trickery, seems to be allowable, by 
which the pastor’s claims can be most easily met. 

Under these circumstances the duty of the 
missionary becomes very trying, and want is 
often severely felt. If he does not complain 
his people will half starve him. If remon- 
strance be made offence is taken, for there is 
nothing respecting which men’s minds, 
throughout the province, are more susceptible 
than that which relates to the pocket. If 
full support be obtained elsewhere the evil is, 
and ever will be, unredressed. The only 
plausible plan is partially to support an in- 
defatigable ministry whose chief aim shall be 
to engage the affections of the young, and 
make them the objects of his prayerful solici- 
tude and untiring efforts. In the young is 
the hope of Canada, 

The third and the greatest hindrance to the 
progress of the truth in Canada, to which 
teference will now be made, arises from its 
mixed population. : 

There are to be found the natives of various 
climes not as yet amalgamated. The names 
American, English, Scotch, and Irish, are not 
yet merged into that of Canadian. National 
antipathies and manners are very strong. A 
dispute arising from such a source led to the 
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exclusion of all the British members from a 
church in the province. Another was rent 
asunder because while the American mem- 
bers insisted on females and males sitting in 
separate parts of the house of worship, the 
old-country members indignantly opposed the 
measure. It is often the case where Scotch 
members predominate in a church, no minis- 
ter is regarded with much favour whose birth 
has not taken place north of the Tweed. 
Should, on the other hand, Americans out- 
number, a minister from the States must be 
procured, 

A still greater evil arising from such a 
mixed, disunited population is the great 
diversity of religious belief and practice, 
Few see alike, few act alike. Hence reli- 
gious bodies are very numerous and very 
small. In Montreal, for instance, there are 
upwards of twenty protestant places of 
worship to perhaps fifteen thousand protes- 
tants. Guelph, with a population of two or 
three thousand, has nine separate churches. 
In Paris, whose inhabitants are scarcely 
more than fifteen hundred, there are 
five resident ministers and six churches, when 
two might amply discharge all the duties 
required. And what is worse still, not only 
are denominations numerous, but even these 
are subdivided. Thus in a town of three 
thousand persons there are three presby- 
terian ministers, two methodist, and two 
independent. Under these circumstances 
united efforts for the common cause 
are scarcely to be looked for. Petty quarrels 
and jealousies exhaust the energies required 
for far more important objects. And still 
further, in churches thus necessarily small, 
the varieties of belief, manners, &c., are so 
great, that but little unanimity is enjoyed, 
and if peace prevails the elements of disorder 
are at hand. Of course in the country, and 
especially in the back townships, this super- 
abundance of preaching is not enjoyed. On 
the contrary, a lamentable deficiency is felt. 

Many of these evils time will cure. 
National antipathies will soon subside, and 
with the increase of population, churches will 
become more harmonious and numerous. 
Yet it must not be concealed that the present 
is a period of momentous import to Canada. 
The youthful energies of a rising nation must 
now be directed. The characteristics of a 
great people will now be formed. To no 
higher or holier mission can the energies of 
the pious be turned. In no field of labour, 
perhaps, may success, with self-denial and 
hard labour indeed, be expected with greater 
probability. The yearnings of a Briton’s 
heart cannot, must not, but be felt towards 
the adopted country of Britain’s sons—a 
country which, with others, is destined to 
perpetuate the name of our fatherland, and 
to exert a powerful influence in the civilization 
and evangelizing of the world when we are no 
more. 


no 
Dm 


Nova scomra, &c. 


A deputation from the friends of religious 
and secular education in the lower provinces 
of British North America, viz., Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, 
now in this country, have requested the in- 
sertion of the following statement. 

“In the year 1828, a few persons, deeply 
deploring the lamentable destitution of their 
country, in regard to the means of mental 
culture, commenced, under many disadyan- 
tages, a seminary of learning, designed for the 
masses of the people, alike open to all, with- 
out reference to-sect or party. This institu- 
tion, situated in a new country, has had to 
contend with many obstacles, but, notwith- 
standing, it has gradually expanded into a 
college, of an enlarged and most useful 
character, designated, ‘Acadia College,’ 
haying for its object the preparation of young 
men to take charge of the primary schools of 
the country, the mental improyement in the 
higher branches of science of such as design 
to enter upon the learned professions, and 
theological training to candidates for the 
Christian ministry ; all of which has been 
done to an extent highly creditable to the 
institution, and exceedingly beneficial to the 
people. In pursuit of these objects, the 
governors of the college have been sustained 
by voluntary contributions from the old as 
well as from the new world. 

“Tn order to show the present financial 
position of the institution, it may be necessary 
to make the following statement of account, 
Viz. = 


Cost of college and academy, buildings, 
land, &c., from the commencement 
in 1828, to the present period, 21 
JeaTs ....20 dercatestoaryes die saddoasnctcas tas 

Expenditure during that period for 
maintaining the institution............ 14,123 0 0 


5,000 0 0 


£19,123 0 0 
The total receipts during that period, 
for liquidation of cost of buildings, 
and to meet the annual expenditure, 
including £800 collected by the Rev. 
John Pryor, in Great Britain, in 
1844-5, have been ........sscs00s sstbdeses) £0,004 iO 


Leaving a balance now owing by the 
institution of 2619 0 0 
And which shows an average annual expenditure of 
£909, and income of £786. 


“'The deficiency of income here exhibited 
has gradually accumulated, and is easily 
explained, the main catise being the failure 
of the crops of the country for a number of 
years, impoverishing the ability, but by no 
means the interest, of its supporters. The 
governors and friends of the college have 
painfully witnessed this increase, and while 
since its commencement the most rigid 
economy has been observed, it is intended in 
future to practise still further that frugality 
of expenditure which it is hoped will place 
the same on a level with its income, To 
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accomplish this, the collegiate department 1s 
now separated from the academical, and in 
future will be sustained for about £500 
sterling per annum, to meet which there is a 
yearly income from subscriptions and other 
sources, of £450, leaving a small balance 
which will be made up by extra efforts, Th 
academical department, it is expected, will in 
future be self-sustaining. 


The 


“ It may be here stated that, independently 


of hundreds who have received the advantages 
of instruction at the collegiate academy, 89 
students have graduated; 11 of whom are now 
successful preachers of the gospel, 11 others, 
of pious character, are designed for the same 
elevated calling, 30 are devoted to the im- 
portant business of instructing the youth of 
the country, and the remainder of the number 
are engaged in various professional and other 
vocations in life. 
28 students have attended the college classes, 
and about 75 the academical department, 
The population of the three provinces, viz, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and P. E. 
Island, is not far short of 500,000, at least 
one fifth of which number is deeply interested 
in the prosperity of this Institution. 
the civil and religious well-being of that large 
section of British North America, is identi- 
fied to a great extent with its success. 


During the present year, 


In fact, 


“To finish the college buildings, now in 


progress, and to render it efficient in all its 
departments, £1,500 are required; which, 
added to the amount of debt above stated, 
£2,619, makes £4,119 sterling. 


“To raise this amount, efforts are being 


made in Great Britain, the United States, 
and the British Provinces in North America. 
The deputation to Great Britain is now here, — 
for the purpose of making an appeal; in sup- 

port of which, in addition to what has 
already been stated, they may observe, 


that among many disadvantages to which 


the colonies are subjected, none have more 


materially retarded their improvement than 
their inadequate and defective means of 
education, Affected by this consideration, 
aged ministers of the gospel, themselves 
without the benefit of a scholastic education, 
but who, in the infancy of these colonies, had 
been the honoured instruments of spreading 
the gospel through the wilderness, about 
twenty years ago aroused their brethren to 
the duty of meeting the necessities of an 
advancing state of society, by placing the 
means of education within the reach of their 
youth. Hence arose the institution, whose 
claims are now presented to the friends in 
Great Britain. No country was ever in 
circumstances that more imperatively de- 
manded for its advancement the means of 
extended education, than the British North 
American Provinces, and the great object of 
those who have engaged in the cause has 
been, to offer the benefits of instruction to 
the body of the people throughout the 
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country, in a manner calculated to secure 

their confidence and affection, and to meet 
their limited pecuniary means. Again, when 
we look at the asylum which the western 
world affords to thousands of wandering 
emigrants, who annually flock from Britain 
to its shores, and there find a home, the 
founders and supporters of the institution do 
conceive that the influence diffused therefrom 
will be deeply appreciated by all who love 
education, not only for its own sake, but who 
value it in its connection with the extension 
of civil and religious liberty, and appreciate 
it in its power to aid the church of God in 
her exertions, instrumentally for the salvation 
of the world.” 


Letters of commendation from the Rev. E. 
A.Craw ey, D.D., Hon. J. W.Jounston, and 
other gentlemen of the provinces, addressed 
to different societies and individuals in the 
United Kingdom, are in possession of the 
deputation. 


ORDINATIONS. 
CHELSEA, 


It was announced a little more than twelve 
months ago that the editor of this Magazine 
was making an effort to revive the congrega- 
tion at Paradise Chapel, Queen’s Road, 
Chelsea, which had become very small and 
was greatly dispirited. During the year for 
which he undertook the pastorate a few were 
baptized, and others were received by letter 
from different churches, the number of hear- 
ers meanwhile gradually increasing. At the 
expiration of the period, the church, consist- 
ing then of fifty-eight members, unanimous- 
ly and earnestly requested him to take the 
office permanently. Two brethren who had 
recently been added, and had previously 
sustained the deacon’s office elsewhere, and 
two who had acted as assistants to the 
deacons formerly, consented to take the 
deaconship now in conjunction with one who 
had been for some time sole deacon; and 
this having been done harmoniously, Mr. 
Groser thought it his duty to accept office as 
pastor. On the 15th of December a special 
meeting was held to implore the divine bles- 
sing on these arrangements. Dr. Morison 
of Brompton had engaged to address the 
deacons on the occasion, and Dr. Cox of 
Hackney the church; but the former being 
disabled by illness, the latter kindly per- 
formed both services, and Mr, Brown, 
Wesleyan minister of Chelsea, Mr. Soule of 
Battersea, and Mr. Leechman of Hammer- 
smith, united in offering appropriate and 
fervent prayers. 


—ws 


BURSLEM, 


The Rev. W. Barker late of Cradley, 
Worcestershire, has accepted the invitation 
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of the baptist church, Burslem, and com- 
menced his stated Jabours among them on 
the 25th November, 1849. 


—— 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS, JOHN STOCK. 


The subject of the following brief notice 
was born at Spalding in Lincolnshire, on the 
15th April, 1822. From her childhood she 
was carefully instructed in the religion of 
Jesus, nor were her anxious parents left 
without early evidence that their labours for 
her soul’s benefit were effectual. 

While yet very young, she appears to have 
exhibited great tenderness of conscience, 
combined with “a meek and quiet spirit.” 
Indeed, so early and gradual was the work of 
grace upon her soul, that she could never re- 
fer to any particular period at which she was 
conscious of its commencement. This, in 
after years, often occasioned her considerable 
uneasiness. Yet, all who witnessed the 
loveliness of her character, the devoutness of 
her spirit, and the blamelessness of her life, 
were compelled to admire the grace of God 
in her. 

She enjoyed the benefit of a thorough and 
liberal education, which, in the position that 
she afterwards occupied as a minister’s wife, 
she turned to the best account. The Crea- 
tor had endowed her with an attractive per- 
son; and this, combined with the sweetness 
of her disposition, and the accomplishments 
which she possessed, gained her many 
admirers ; so that, before she had reached 
the age of nineteen, she had received several 
offers of marriage, all of which, however, she 
declined, It was the privilege of the writer 
to win her young affections, and afterwards 
to call her his wife. And devoutly would he 
thank the Father. of mercies for the benefit 
which he derived from his seven years’ asso- 
ciation with her in the matrimonial relation. 
Miss Harrison’s union to the object of her 
choice was solemnized at the Independent 
chapel, Chelmsford, Oct. 12th, 1842. Her 
husband had at that time been recently or- 
dained pastor of the baptist church- meeting 
in Zion chapel, Chatham. Among that peo- 
ple Mrs. Stock was permitted to labour for 
nearly six years, and gained their universal 
affection and confidence. ‘The delicate state 
of her health, however, precluded her from 
engaging so fully as she desired in laborious 
efforts for the good of the cause; yet to the 
extent of her physical capabilities she was 
ever ready to serve the church of God, 

In May, 1848, Mr. Stock was removed by 
divine Providence to Salendine Nook, 
Huddersfield, and was accompanied to that 
important sphere of usefulness by his beloved 
companion. Burt, alas! the fearful malady 
—the seeds of which had been sown in her 
delicate frame many years previously—there 
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developed itself with affecting rapidity ; so 
much so, that after living among her new 
friends sufficiently long to obtain a high 
place in their esteem, it was found necessary 
to remove her to the more genial air of the 
south. ‘This placed her in a position pecu- 
liarly painful, inasmuch as she was unayoid- 
ably separated from her husband during a 
great portion of her last illness. Neverthe- 
less, she never murmured, but quietly sub- 
mitted to what was manifestly the will of 
God. Had there been the slightest hope of 
her recovery, her husband would have 
resigned his charge in the north, and sought 
a sphere of labour in a milder region; but 
as the highest medical authority asserted 
that it was utterly vain to indulge in any 
such hope, he felt it his duty to retain his 
existing pastoral connexion. However, 
through the kindness of his flock, he was 
permitted frequently to visit the dear sufferer, 
and to spend the last month of her sojourn 
on earth in her society. And gratefully 
would he adore the Divine goodness which 
permitted him thus to perform the part of a 
spiritual instructor to the wife of his youth, 
amid her conflict with sickness and death. 
His mind, too, was relieved of much anxiety 
during ‘his weeks of separation from his 
suffering companion, inasmuch as he knew 
that she was sheltered beneath the roof of her 
affectionate parents, whose attention to her 
comfort was tender and unremitting. 

At the commencement of her last illness, 
Mrs. Stock was deeply and painfully exer- 
cised in her mind. She often mourned over 
the opportunities of doing good which she 
had neglected ; and was but little comforted, 
when reminded that her delicate health had 
not permitted to her greater activity. She 
was overwhelmed with her perceptions of the 
divine purity, and once said, ‘‘I am about to 
appear before a Being of such infinite know- 
ledge, that I fear he will find in me sins 
which I have overlooked and failed to morti- 
fy ; and he hates sin with such an unutter- 
able intensity, that he cannot fail to reject 
the subject of one unmortified transgression.” 
This state of mental distress continued for 
several weeks; but prayer was made to God 
on her behalf without ceasing, by her pious 
relatives, and by the church at Salendine 
Nook; and graciously did the Lord hear and 
answer these petitions. 

Saturday, October 20th, was the most 
painful day which the invalid had yet passed, 
as to her physical sensations; but it was 
memorable as the period of her release from 
her spiritual darkness and depression, She 
felt that the blood of Jesus could and would 
cleanse her from her sins, and again rejoiced 
in hope of the glory of God. She ex- 
pressed a wish, at the close of this Saturday, 
that the next day (the sabbath) might be 
spent by her with Jesus. From this time 
her peace was neyer disturbed, but continued 
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to flow as a river until her last sigh was 
heaved. : 

Many were the solemn charges which she 
gave to her beloved relatives, and to the ser- 
yants in her father’s family, and precious 
were the encouragements which she address- 
ed to her weeping friends, So perfect was 
the tranquillity of her spirit, that she gave 
directions with regard to arrangements to be 
made subsequently to her death, without the 
least repugnance. The surrender which she 
made of herself, and of all her beloved rela- 
tives (not excepting her only living child), to 
the care of God, was unreserved and cheer- 
ful. Those beautiful hymns commencing— 
“ Rock of ages, cleft for me,” ‘&e., “ Jesus, 
lover of my soul,” &e., “To Jesus, the 
crown of my hope,” &c., were often read to 
her, and fragments of them repeated by her. 
Among her dying sayings may be recorded 
the following :—“ I can now give up every- 
thing, that I may but be with Jesus.” “I 
am not afraid of eternity.” “I shall soon 
eat of the fruit of the heavenly Canaan.” 
“T know that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him until that day.” 
“ T long to be gone ;’”’ and then bursting into 
tears, “yet I hope I am not impatient.” 
“That text, ‘My times are in thy hand,’ is 
very precious,” ‘ All my hope centres in my 
Saviour.” 

On the morning of Monday, the 5th of 
November, a change took place in the sensa- 
tions of the patient, and in the aspect of her 
countenance, which plainly indicated that 
the mortal struggle was soon to terminate. 
The king of terrors stood brandishing his 
dart at the bedside of the sufferer, prepared 
to strike the fatal blow; yet the happy saint 
could look upon the fearful weapon without 
alarm, for on it she discovered the stains of 
Immanuel’s blood, 

From one until two o’clock of this day, her 
dying pains were great. When they were at 
their height, she exclaimed, ‘ This is hard 
work;” but immediately added, “ Yet it is 
nothing when compared with what my Sa- 
viour endured for me.” At two o’clock her 
agonies abated, and from that time she 
suffered but little. When speech had nearly 
failed, she fixed her piercing gaze upon the 
domestic who was in the room, and with 
difficulty exclaimed, “Sarah,” but could not 
say more. Again she tried to speak, and 
with great difficulty uttered this weighty and 
comprehensive charge, “ Sarah, meet me in 
heaven !” The expiring saint then kissed 
her beloved husband and all her other rela- 
tives who were in that solemn chamber, and 
bade them “adieu” with an imperturbable 
serenity. On being asked, some few minutes 
after, if she still found her Lord with her, 
she could only faintly articulate “ Yes.” 

At five minutes to three o’clock her happy 
spirit took its departure to the Saviour, so 
gently, that for some moments her attendants 
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were unaware of the fact. Thus she died, 
as she had lived, “in perfect peace.” 

Her remains were interred on Saturday, 
the 10th of November, in the vault in front 
of Zion chapel, Chatham, in the presence of 
a large assembly of weeping friends. 

Of Mrs. Stock’s character the writer will 
not attempt any elaborate description. Her 
excellencies were too well known to those 
who had the privilege of enjoying her friend- 
ship, to render such details necessary for their 
information, and it is for them principally 
that this memoir is composed. The writer 
cannot, however, forbear stating, that, during 
the ten years of his acquaintance with the 
dear deceased, he never once saw her betray- 
ed into a passion, or even into the exhibition 
of feelings bordering upon such a state. And 
yet he has often seen her brought into cir- 
cumstances which were peculiarly trying. 
Would that all ministers and ministers’ wives 
more closely resembled her in this particular! 
In the social and domestic virtues she pecu- 
liarly excelled ; and in the guidance of her 
household affairs ever manifested a spirit of 
prudence and economy. It was from the 
first her determination to “ owe no man any- 
thing,” and from this principle she never 
deviated. Happy would it have been for 
some ministers of Jesus, if their companions 
had practically carried out the same deter- 
mination! May the writer be permitted to 
add another statement? Mrs. Stock never 
brought her husband or any other individual 
into trouble by an imprudent use of her 
tongue. She knew when to be silent. And 
should this memoir be read by a youthful 
minister of the cross, who is looking round 
him for a suitable companion, let him take 
this friendly caution,—Above all things be- 
ware of uniting yourself to a gossip, for be 
sure such a wife would utterly ruin your use- 
fulness. But we must not further enlarge, 
but will close this brief notice by ascribing to 
the grace of God all the honour of the excel- 
lencies of the departed; and by exhorting our 
readers to be “ followers of them who now, 
through faith and patience, inherit the 
promises.” 


Salendine Nook. Joun Srock. 


REV, T. SCOTT. 

Died, October 31st, 1849, Thomas Scott, 
pastor of the baptist church, Brabourne, 
Kent, much beloved by the church and con- 
gregation, and greatly esteemed by a large 
circle of friends. The deceased was blessed 
with pious parents, to whose beneficial train- 
ing he made special reference at his ordina- 
tion in 1837, in these words, “It was my 
privilege and happiness to be born of Chris- 
tian parents, whose anxious care was to bring 
me up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. For me daily prayer was presented to 
the throne of grace, and by them I was regu- 
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larly led to the house of God.” But still he 
remained a stranger to that faith which work- 
eth by love. He soon endeavoured to throw 
off parental restraint, and disregard parental 
admonition. Thus he went on in the for- 
wardness of his heart for a season, when it 
pleased God to stop him in his career of sin 
and folly. Speaking of this, he says, “ But 
God who is rich in merey did not give me up 
to an impenitent heart; he caused me to feel 
that the way of transgressors is hard; by the 
operation of the Spirit through the ministry 
of the word he was graciously taught to 
know and feel the evil of sin, and by prayer 
and supplication to seek for salvation through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; nor did he 
seekin vain. Indue timehe wasadmitted into 
the baptist church at Eythorn, Kent, under 
the pastoral care of the late Rev. W. Giles. 
He was then about eighteen years of age. It 
pleased the wise Disposer of all events to 
remove him from his birthplace (Canterbury) 
to Ashford, where he lived many years much 
respected; was honourably and affectionately 
dismissed from the church at Eythorn to the 
church at Ashford. They soon ascertained 
he possessed talents for usefulness, and called 
him to the work of the ministry. He la- 
boured in the neighbouring towns and villages 
with acceptance, and frequently supplied the 
vacant pulpit at Brabourne; and ultimately, 
by the unanimous call of the church, settled 
among them as their minister. His labours 
were greatly blessed; many were added to 
the church. He was indeed made a blessing 
to the people. He continued their pastor 
until it pleased his Master to call him to that 
house where there are many mansions, after 
a pastoral service of rather more than twelve 
years, His end was peace. His public la- 
bours were distinguished with earnestness and 
fervour. His statement of evangelical truth 
was clear and practically enforced; he knew 
the worth of souls, and endeavoured to show 
them the way of salvation, by pointing to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world. As a father, master, and friend, he 
was greatly esteemed. - 


The, pastor of the independent church at 
Hythe, to whom the reader is indebted for 
the preceding sketch, adds, “ The writer, in 
his remoyal, has lost a fellow labourer and 
excellent friend, in whom he could confide. 
We often took sweet counsel together, our 
friendship of more than forty years’ duration 
was never interrupted. But my brother is 
no more seen among men, he is gone—not 
lost—but gone before, he rests from his labour. 
At the earnest request of his family I endea- 
youred to improve the death of my brother, 
on the 11th of November, to a very crowded 
and afflicted congregation, from these words, 
“ What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter.”” May the Lord 
sanctify this bereaying dispensation to the 


family, church, and congregation !” 
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MR. T. WREN. 


Died, on the 20th of November, 1849, 
Mr. Thomas Wren of Breachwood Green, 
King’s Walden, Herts, aged eighty-three 
years, for more than sixty of which he had 
been a consistent follower of the Saviour. 
The last twenty-four years of his life were 
spent in connexion with the baptist church 
at Breachwood Green, he having received his 
dismission from the church at Hitchin (then 
under the pastoral care of the late venerable 
John Geard, but now of the excellent Rev. 
J. Broad), for the purpose of uniting with 
and strengthening this cause, then in its in- 
fancy. For some years he sustained the 
office of deacon with other beloved brethren; 
which office he continued to hold unto his 
death. “He was a good man, and feared 
God above many.” 

He was confined to the bed of suffering 
and pain for several weeks previous to his 
dissolution ; during which the promises of 
God were to him a source of the richest con- 
solation ; one of which he especially men- 
tioned repeatedly, with much _ heart-felt 
delight, that in Isaiah liv. 10, “For the 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved; but my kindness shall not depart 
from thee, neither shall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.” His confidence in the Re- 
deemer did not forsake him; and when the 
symptoms of his disorder indicated the 
approach of his latter end, he expressed 
himself as perfectly submissive to the will of 
God, either to live or to die; saying, “I 
know whom I have believed, and that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day,” adding, with 
much.emphasis, ‘‘ J know he is.”” For many 
months previous to his illness, his mind had 
become familiarized with the prospect of his 
removal. He was waiting for the coming of 
his Lord; and often did he repeat the inter- 
esting lines of Dr. Watts — 


** My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound, 
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise, 
And in my Sayiour’s image rise.” 


He was accustomed to read the hymns for 
singing in public worship; and some fayourite 
verses with which his memory was stored 
afforded him the sweetest consolation on his 
sick and dying bed, especially one in the 
seyenty-fifth hymn, second book, Dr. Watts— 


‘Millions of years my wondering eyes 
Shall o’er thy beauties roye, 
And endless ages I'll adore 
The glories of thy loye.” 


His physical sufferings were sometimes great; 
but amidst them all his mind was constantly 
cheered with the joyous prospect before him, 
until the hour of his dismission arrived, when 
he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, Hisremains 
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were interred in the burial ground belonging 
to the baptist chapel at Breachwood Green, 
on the 23rd of November. An attempt was 
made to improve his death on the following 
sabbath, in a sermon founded on Psalm xvii. 
15; a passage selected by the departed, in 
prospect of his removal, many months ago. 


-_ 


MR. J. ROWLANDS, 


Died, on December 5th, at Old Dole Farm, 
near Cheltenham, Mr. John Rowlands, in 
the seventy-eighth year of his age. His life 
was characterized by eminent piety, and his 
death was peaceful and happy. His remains 
were interred in the burying ground attached 
to the baptist chapel at Naunton, Gloucester- 
shire, and his death improved by a sermon 
by the Rey. J. Teall, from the words, ‘‘ As 
for me, I will behold thy face in righteous- 
ness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake with 
thy likeness,” on December 13th, in the 
presence of a numerous congregation. 


MRS. DOBINSON. 


Died, at Norton, aged 67, in the faith of 
the gospel of Jesus, Mrs. Dobinson, a mem- 
ber of the Stockton baptist church for nearly 
half a century, widow of the late Mr. Wm. 
Dobinson of Cornsay, in whose house the 
glad tidings of merey were proclaimed for 
upwards of thirty years, in the midst of a dark 
and benighted neighbourhood, so that it may 
verily be said of them, that they were set for 
the defence of the gospel. 


MISCELLANEA, 
BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 


The committee of the Baptist Building 
Fund at its last meeting having taken into 
consideration the draft of a model trust deed, 


recently published by the baptist union re- 
solved ; 


“That the constitution of the Baptist Building 
Fund requires that the churches assisted shall be of 
the particular or Calvinistic baptist denomination; 
that no church has hitherto been assisted without 
the place of worship being secured by its trust deed 
to that denomination ; and that the committee feel 
themselves bound in their future gifts or loans to 
adhere to the same practice,” 


ow 


LONDON MATERNAL ASSOCIATION, 


At the regular meetings for 1850, on the 
first Friday in every month excepting July, 
at the vestry of New Broad Street Chapel, 
Bishopsgate, which will be always open to 


ladies from the country, the following are the 
subjects for conference :— 


Tuesday, January \d5th, at 12 o'clock. 


Address to children, by Rey, J. Harrison, of 
Camden Town. ° , 


> Guat a of £1 Aer ee 


HOME INTELLIGENCE. 


Friday, February 1st. Wow may children 
be brought to feel that divine truth can only 
be studied with success by dependence on 
divine aid? 

Friday, March 1st. Parental anxieties. 

Friday, April 5th. How may the Chris- 
tian mother best attain and preserve a high 
degree of piety amidst the numerous duties 
which daily and hourly devolve upon her? 

Friday, May 3rd. Consider the directions 
given to parents in Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. 

Friday, June 7th. Sins of the tongue to 
which the young are peculiarly disposed, 

Friday, August 2nd. Lessons to be de- 
rived from the history of Rebekah as recorded 
Genesis xxvii. 

Friday, September 6th. How can we best 
induce young people to be interested in the 
study of the word of God ? 

Friday, October 4th. How far is it prac- 
ticable and desirable for boys and girls to be 
educated together ? 

Friday, November 1st. In what way may 
the sympathy of children be so drawn to the 
abounding objects of sin and misery at home 
and abroad, as will most effectually qualify 
them to carry out the great purposes of divine 
love ? 

Friday, December 6th. How can we ac- 
count for the indifference to religion mani- 
fested by many young persons who have been 
piously educated ? 


RYDE, 


An account of the formation of the bap- 
tist church here in January, 1849, having 
been inserted in this Magazine last year, the 
writer has forwarded an account of its subse- 
quent history and present prospects. 


“Our church,” he says, “has increased 
from eighteen to thirty baptized members. 
Beside these we have seyeral who commune 
with us who have not yet put on the Lord 
Jesus by baptism. Since our commencement 
we have been supplied by Mr. W. Newell, 
the first student under Dr. Godwin, educated 
by the Baptist Theological Institution, to 
whom in the last month the church gave a 
unanimous call to the pastorate which he has 
accepted; though the only salary our present 
circumstances warrant us to offer was £52, 
we of course hope to increase this as the 
cause advances, the only obstacle to which is 
our present confined and otherwise unsuitable 
place for worship, which being long since too 
strait for us, the cause is no doubt suffering 
considerable injury for want of a more com- 
modious and respectable place. To obtain 
this has been the object of our anxious soli- 
citude, but in a thriving town like Ryde 
building land in a public situation is very 
difficult to obtain; yet we trust that God in 
his gracious providence has at length answered 
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our prayers by directing us to a site in the 
most populous part of the High Street; this 
land we have secured by an agreement for a 
lease for 999 years at an annual rent of £15. 
We have room for a good chapel fronting the 
High Street, and land for a minister’s house 
in John Street: the outlay for these premises 
is estimated at £1500.” 


RESIGNATION. 


The Rev. G.W, Rodway having resigned the 
pastorate of the baptist church at Bingley, on 
account of frequent interruptions in his health, 
on Friday evening, Nov. 28rd, a special 
meeting was held of the church and congre- 
gation, when a very handsome service of 
plate was presented to Mr. and Mrs, Rodway, 
consisting of teapot, sugar basin, and cream 
jug, and a memorial to the Rev. G. W. Rod- 
way, expressive of gratitude that God had 
enabled him to labour so long, earnestly, 
faithfully, and diligently amongst them ; 
that separation would be deeply felt; of best 
wishes for his future health and welfare, and 
earnest hope that, still remaining one in 
heart, his course may be useful, his end peace, 
and his welcome to heaven, “ Well done good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” Mr. W. Pickard engaged in 
prayer; Mr. Thomas Tettey presided, and 
Mr. Beauland read and presented the me- 
morial, 


_ 


COLLECTANEA, 


THE BAPTISMAL REGENERATION QUESTION. 


The arguments before the Judicial Commit- 
tee of the Privy Council, in the case Gorham 
v. the Bishop of Exeter, were resumed on 
Monday and Tuesday, and were brought to a 
termination by the reply of Mr. Turner; 
when Lord Langdale intimated, that the 
Court would take time to consider the 
judgment. Mr. Badeley’s main argument 
in his pleading on Monday, was, that the 
articles and the formularies of the church are 
of equal force and validity ; that, so far from 
the former controlling the latter, the Book of 
Common Prayer ought rather to control and 
correct the articles. As a code of faith, the 
articles, he maintained, are far from complete. 
Mr. Gorham rested his case solely upon the 
articles, while he, (Mr. Badeley) contended, 
that to dissent from the doctrines of the 
Prayer Book was, if possible, a greater de- 
parture from the doctrines of the church, 
than even any difference about the articles 
might be. On Tuesday, when the council 
took their seats, Lord Campbell informed 
Mr. Badeley, who had stated his inability to 
find any such words as “ prevenient grace,” 
that the words “gratia preveniens” occur in 
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Thomas Aquinas, and that Milton, speaking 
of our first parents, says : 
« Prevenient grace descending had removed 

The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh, 

Regenerate grow instead.” 
Mr. Badeley, after proceeding for some way 
with his citation of patristic authorities in 
favour of the dogma of baptismal regenera- 
tion, was questioned by Dr. Lushington, the 
bishop of London, Lord Campbell, and Mr. 
Pemberton Leigh, as to the precise doctrine 
he was aiming to establish ; which drew from 
him the explanation, that “ he contended 
that the grace and the regeneration were tied 
to the sacrament.””’ He was then allowed to 
go on without further interruption for an 
hour or more, when the bishop of London 


interposed with, “Do you deny that the 
stipulation of sponsors is necessary?” An- 
ewer: ‘Ido.’ A series of questionings fol- 
lowed on the part of Dr, Lushington and 
Lords Campbell and Langdale. The most 
important interlocution, however, was occa- 
sioned by Mr. Badeley’s “ indecorous” re- 
mark, that he laboured under some disadvan- 
tage, inasmuch as he saw before him two 
most reverend prelates, who had committed 
themselves more or less, on the opposite side 
of the question. On being called upon by 
the archbishop of Canterbury to explain 
himself, the learned advocate referred to his 
Grace’s haying preferred a gentleman in the 
chureh, (the Rey. Mr. Goode,) who had taken 
a very violent part in this matter. The arch- 
bishop explained, that he gave the preterment 
to that gentleman, in consequence of his 
yaluable work, entitled, “'The Rule of Faith 
and Practice,” published five or six years 
ago, and that his book on “ Infant Baptism” 
had not been published at that time. Mr. 
Badeley expressed his thankfulness for his 
Grace’s explanation, and apologized for his 
impreper observation, Shortly afterwards 
he concluded his argument; and the Court 
adjourned for an hour. On resuming, Mr. 
Turner commenced his reply, in the course of 
which he said, he had heard nothing to dis- 
place the argument he had urged, that the 
Prayer Book is the book of devotion, while 
the articles are the code of doctrine. Lord 
Campbell : “ They may be pari materi, but 
passed alio intuitu.” Mr, Tumer: “ Exactly 
so.” And all doubt, he contended, was de- 
termined by the fact, that the prayer-book 
was in the articles of 1552 ; but was struck 
out of the articles of 1562. Another long 
series of questions, on the part of the Court 
ensued. Lord Langdale said, it must be con- 
sidered, as Dr. Addams and Mr. Badeley 
both admitted, that, as to infants, the opus 
operatum applied ; but not so as to adults, 
Mr. Turner concluded with saying, that “ the 
doctrines of Mr, Gorham were within the 
limits which were to be allowed in construing 
the doctrines of the church; and that, if, 
they were not contrary to those doctrines, 
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their lordships would decree in his fayour by 

. ” 
reversing the judgment of the Court below. 
The sort of cross-examination to which the 
learned advocates were subjected, strikes us 
as rather a novel feature of such proceedings, 
although it was certainly not uncalled for ; 
and, from the tenor of some of these inter- 
rogatories, we might infer a considerable dif- 
ference of opinion, or of leaning, among the 
noble and learned personages constituting 
the Court, which renders their ultimate de- 
cision the more doubtful. Our contem- 
porary, the British Banner, says: “There - 
seems some reason to suppose that it will 
take a very unexpected turn, From gentle- 
men who are attending professionally, and 
carefully watching the arguments, noting, at 
the same time, those significant hints dropped 
by their lordships, which are as notes sounding 
afar, and giving sign of something to come— 
we have learned, that it is not improbable, 
that the judgment of Sir Herbert Jenner 
Fust will be reversed. It is rumoured that 
Henry of Exeter is willing to have it so, it 
having been distinctly understood that, in 
the event of a confirmation of the judgment 
of the Court below, the government will 
interfere and deal somewhat liberally with the 
rubrics and the articles, which would have the 
effect of tying up the hands of Henry and all 
his successors; and it seems that the right 
reyerend father in God prefers to be the sub- 
ject of a little temporary humiliation to 
having the fabric of his hot idolatry muti- 
lated. Such is the ramour—we can say no 
more.”—The Patriot, Dec. 20, 


“ Like begets like” is a truism; but it is 
no less undeniable that every abuse begets its 
opposite, and. gives birth to an antagonism 
that, like the monster of Frankenstein, will 
not rest till its creator is destroyed. Excess 
of luxury begets extremity of wretchedness ; 
and the loud revels of the palace are ever 
answered by deep curses from the hovel, 
which grow louder and louder in their dread- 
ful earnestness till their sound is like the 
thunder of heaven above the puny voices of 
men. The licentious parent finds his children 
growing up around him only to blast his sight 
and wither his heart with that most sad and 
mysterious of all spectacles, the innocent 
suffering for the guilty. Every vicious system 
warms into life and fosters in its own bosom 
the snake that will sting it to the death, 

Few instances of this, whether historical or 
contemporary, could be adduced more satis- 
factory than the trial now pending before the 
Privy Council of “ Gorham versus the Bishop 
of Exeter.” We have there two zealous 
adherents of the same church pursuing each 
other to the utmost extremity, because of a 
difference of opinion in the construction of 
the same words and the performance of the 
same ceremony. ‘Two Christian brothers 
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differ in judgment, and the more powerful 
does his best utterly to ruin the weaker, who, 
in his turn, seeks protection from the highest 
Court of Appeal in the kingdom. What 
state of things must exist to give rise to such 
a disgraceful proceeding as this! and what 
must be the condition of that church which, 
taking for its text-book the gospel of peace, 
thus breaks out into fierce contention at the 
slightest diversity of sentiment! All that we 
can say of it is this, that it is a monstrous 
contradiction, a consecrated inconsistency, a 
ruinous device of the father of lies. In it, as 
a great man once said, are to be found “a 
Calvinistic creed, an Arminian clergy, and a 
popish prayer-book ”— elements so utterly 
hostile, that nothing but a cement of gold 
could have held them together for a single 
year. The wonder is not, then, that disagree- 
ment should arise, but that any agreement 
should exist for a day. We can only compare 
it to a noisy and discordant crowd, kept in 
humour by the liberal distribution of good 
cheer. The cause of quarrel will be forgotten, 
and politics sunk during the absorbing process 
of mastication ; but, alas! the appetites and 
passions of men are unstable, and the peace 
of undeserved plenty is ephemeral. The 
strong man seizes on the portion of the weak; 
the weak cries out against the strong, and the 
very cause of contentment becomes the fruit- 
ful source of discord. And so it will ever be, 
as long as property is unjustly distributed, 
whether it be to an indigent and idle crowd, 
or to a rapacious and incapable clergy. Let 
men work for their bread, and their work will 
prevent their strife ; but once make their title 
to public money accidental, without reference 
to qualification or desert, and you lay a 
foundation on which a building shall be 
erected, splendid it may be, but rotten as the 
grave and unsubstantial as a dream. 

The decision in the case of “ Gorham versus 
Phillpotts,” whatever it may be, will be one 
which, but for the “ patent cement” we have 
alluded to, would rend the church of England 
from end to end. ‘The question of baptismal 
regeneration has given rise to more bitterness 
and caused the perpetration of more horrors 
than almost any other. The thumb-screw, 
the iron boot, the rack, and the gibbet, have 
been enlisted on its side. Men have been 
skinned and salted alive, burnt, sawn asunder, 
hung, drawn, and quartered, for denying it. 
With the exception, perhaps, of the conse- 
crated wafer, we know of no more prolific 
source of dissension than the question, “ Does 
or does not the child become regenerate in 
baptism?” “ Yes!” says the papist, bishop 
Phillpotts, and the rubric. ‘* No!” say com- 
mon sense, Mr. Gorham, and the articles. 
Who shall decide? Shall the court of arches? 
The court of arches has already decided, and 
Mr. Gorham is non-suited. But there is yet 
a higher court, and if it should say “ No,” 
who shall then decide? ‘Will the bishop of 
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Exeter and all honest men “ of this gentle- 
man’s way of thinking” evacuate? Will they 
stick to their principles? A question to be 
asked. Will they give up their livings? A 
question not to be asked. But, seriously, 
will the matter be so decided that all those 
who have been solemnly initiated into the 
Christian church, and made heirs of eternal 
life, will be, as it were, excommunicated by 
that decision? Must they indeed doff the 
lion’s hide of the bishop, and put on the calf- 
skin of the vicar? If so, we shall tremble 
for the consequences; and shall begin to cry 
out with the loudest, “The church is in 
danger! "—The Nonconformist, Dec. 19th. 


Leaving, therefore, entirely the question 
of fact, and looking merely at the circum- 
stance that such things are spoken, let us see 
how matters would stand in respect to a// the 
courses which the judicial committee of the 
privy council might, by possibility, adopt. 

Supposing, in the first place, that the 
judgment should be in favour of the bishop 
of Exeter, by the confirmation of that of the 
Court of Arches ; in this case, it would be felt 
to be secure and absolute, as being in opposi- 
tion to the supposed bias and wishes of the 
government. Nothing but the most obvious 
and unayoidable reasons for the decision, 
would be possible to account for it, The 
issue would be felt to be unalterable, and the 
Anglican party would achieve a triumph. 

But, in the second place, supposing the 
judgment to be in favour of Mr. Gorham, it 
could have no real weight with thinking men. 
It would save, indeed, the status of the 
evangelical clergy, and confirm them, legally, 
in their position; but doubts and suspicions 
would rest upon it; while the men who 
exulted in the advantage it might confer, 
would be thought of as shielded and saved by 
a maneuvre. 

Again, taking the third course, and sup- 
posing the sentence to heal the breach by 
some tranquillising and liberal interpretation, 
by which neither party should be pronounced 
wrong, or both parties be authenticated and 
endorsed; this, surely, instead of a triumph 
to our evangelical friends, would be “a heavy 
blow and great discouragement.” It would 
deprive them for ever of their exclusive pre- 
tensions as the only legitimate sons of the 
church, and would rob the church of the 
character they attribute to it, of being the 
“ great witness for, and the great defender of 
the evangelical faith.” After all their asser- 
tions, and all their boasting of the purity of 
the articles and formularies of the church— 
after all their denunciations of the “ poison- 
ous,” and “ destructive,” and “ soul-destroy- 
ing errors” of the Anglican party—they 
would be obliged to confess, in the language 


‘of the Record, in April last, that the church 


had always “ tolerated, embraced, and availed 
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herself of the services of both classes ;”? those, 
that is to say, who “ raised their hearers to 
the gates of heaven,” and those “that led 
them down to the chambers of death.” 
Evangelicism, in the Chureh of England, 
would sink down into one of the forms of 
opinion which it permitted to be professed ; 
it would cease to be the profession of the in- 
stitution itself. Another gospel” would be 
legalised along with it, and the one or the 
other would equaliy and authoritatively be 
ruled as acceptable and approved in her sons! 
Mr. Bickersteth says, that, by the confirma- 
tion of Sir Herbert Jenner Fust’s judgment, 
“our beloved church would be placed in a 
false position ;” but we ask, and we ask with 
confidence, on the issuing of a decision which 
should legally authenticate evangelical and 
anti-evangelical alike, would not the former 
party be then placed in a false position too ? 
And if, as he says, that the doctrine of the 
latter “ flatters the sinner, deadens the con- 
science, and deludes the soul ;” and ‘is the 
grand error of the perilous times of the last 
days ;” and that from such as hold it “ we are 
to turn away ;” and, if he means what he 
says, when he feelingly asks, “ What faithful 
minister but will testify against such a false 
position ?”—we ask, Will he carry this out 
in the circumstances we have supposed? will 
he either “ testify” against his own “ false 
position,” or “turn away” from the erring 
brethren with whom he would be identified ? 
In all these reasonings, and those of our 
last and previous papers, we proceed on the 
principles and protestations of our evangelical 
friends themselves. We take them according 
to their own showing, and appeal to them 
out of their own mouth, For ourselves, we 
like and admire latitude of opinion. We 
rejoice in the liberty which is practically en- 
joyed in the English church. We can see 
everywhere, and on all sides, how the sects 
are enslaved, and men are made “ offenders 
for a word.” There is no tyranny like the 
tyranny of the people—generally the igno- 
rant, the forward, and the prejudiced,—who, 
in poutical and religious republics alike, 
crush and restrain the free utterance of the 
oracles they should reverence. But liberty 
in the church is purchased too dear ; it has to 
be bought at the expense of promising at the 
threshold to repudiate it for ever; and it 
can only be exercised by the violation of 
vows; while, on the evangelical hypothesis, 
to enjoy liberty on a principle which awards 
it, at the same time, and in the same church, 
to those teachers who “ flatter the sinner 
deaden the conscience, and delude the soul,” 
—this, surely, is something which the con- 
scientious and “ faithful minister” ought to 
find it somewhat difficult to accept! “ Who,” 
—in the language of Mr. Bickersteth—“ who 
would not testify against so false a position 2” 
But how? Quakers give their “testimony” 
by suffering wrong; nonconformists gaye theirs 
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by secession from the church ; in what way 
will Mr. Bickersteth ‘ testify?” By con- 
tinuing, he says, even on the worst supposl- 
tion—the confirmation of the judgment of 
the Court of Arches—in the church, and 
seeking redress, a reversal of the sentence, by 
applying to the “highest ecclesiastical and 
CIVIL authorities of the country!” Asking, 
we suppose, such an assembly as parliament 
to decide and pronounce on the scriptural 
doctrine of regeneration! !—Christian Times, 
Dec. 21, 


THE LATE REY. JAMES HARRINGTON EVANS. 


“The Rey. J. H. Evans, M.A., pastor of the 
baptist church in John-street, Doughty-street, 
for nearly thirty years, died on Saturday, 
Dee. 1, 1849, at Stonehaven, in Scotland, in 
his 65th year, after a lingering and painful 
illness, occasioned by being thrown from a 
carriage. The deceased gentlemen had not 
preached since August, 1848. It is pretty 
generally known that most of his relatives 
were connected with the establishment. His 
father, the Rey. Dr. Evans, was prebend of 
Salisbury Cathedral; and Mr. Evans, at a 
very early age, became the minister at Mil- 
ford, in Hampshire, a small village about 
five miles from Lymington. Here he con- 
tinued for a time; but his opinions upon 
several doctrines having altered, he felt he 
could no longer conform. Mr. Evans con- 
tinued in the village of Milford, where a 
small chapel was built, which still remains, 
and, by the assistance of the present church 
in John-street, has been continued, it being a 
cause always near his heart. On one of his 
visits to Taunton, where he occasionally 
preached, Mr. Drummond, who was in that 
locality, was induced to go and hear Mr. 
Evans. From this circumstance a friendship 
sprung up between them, which ultimately 
led Mr. Drummond to build the chapel in 
John-street, and present it entirely free to 
Mr. Evans for life. He has left behind a 
widow, two sons, and one daughter (by his 
first wife), Mr. Evans’s remains were brought 
to London. The funeral took place on 
Thursday, Dec. 6, at Highgate Cemetery, 
and was attended by about four hundred 
members of his church and congregation,” 


The preceding paragraph is appended toan 
address delivered in the chapel of the Highgate 
cemetery by the Rey. C. A. M. Shepherd, on 
Thursday, December 6, 1849, at the inter- 
ment of the late Rev. J. H. Evans, as it 
appears in The Pulpit of December 15th. 
In that address Mr. Shepherd referred to 
Mr. Evans's last illness in the following 
terms. 

“ As he glorified God in his life, so he was 
permitted to glorify him by his death, Al- 
though a great sufferer for three months, both 
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bodily and mentally his sun did at last go 
down without a cloud, and he passed out of 
time into eternity without a struggle. Jesus 
was to his soul as a morning without clouds, 
and gave him a peaceful end. ‘Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace.’ Being asked on 
one occasion how he felt, he said, ‘ At peace 
with God.’ But subsequently to this, and on 
the Sunday (November 25) previously to his 
death, he was enabled to speak sweetly of 
Jesus, whom he had so much honoured in 
his life and in his ministry; and the expres- 
sions he used show the deep views he had of 
the pollution of his nature, and the clear 
perception the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to 
him of his acceptance in the person of the 
Lord Jesus, The following extract from a 
letter written by his beloved wife to one of 
the deacons of John-street church, November 
26, will show that the glorious truths he 
preached so powerfully to others were the 
food of his own soul in a dying hour, 

“ Yesterday morning I said to him, that I 
felt sure much prayer was made for him that 
day ; that I had written to you to tell you he 
was worse, as I felt the church ought to 
know it. ‘ You should tell them the state of 
my mind,’ was his reply. I then asked him 
if he had any message; and he answered, 
‘Tell them I stand accepted in the beloved, 
notwithstanding all my sin, and infirmity, 
and hellishness.’ In a minute he proceeded, 
*T never felt more than I do now my sin and 
hellishness; but in Jesus I stand—Jesus is a 
panacea.’” (In the light of God’s holiness 
we see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
feel ourselves worthy of death; but by faith 
in Christ we see ourselyes worthy of heaven.) 
“T had previously remarked how soon he 
would be with Jesus, and had spoken a little 
on that subject; and as his mind began to 
wander, I left the bedside, and sat down by 
the fire; when, in a few minutes, he said, 
‘And am I so near eternal glory, and not re- 
joicing in it?’ I replied,‘ But I think you 
do.’ To which he answered, ‘ In a measure.’ 
He was, however, then exhausted, and could 
not speak more. This morning I read to 
him parts two and three of the three hundred 
and sixty-third hymn in our selection, which, 
from his manner, he much enjoyed, though 
he did not speak; nor did he when I read 
some passages of Scripture ; but, some time 
after, when I expressed some sympathy and 
tenderness, he said, ‘But soon to be with 
Jesus, whom I love; who loved me before I 
loved Him.’ After this, (Nov. 26,) it may 
be said, he scarcely spoke at all; but, when 
released from a body of sin and death, (Dec. 
1,) his yoice was heard in heaven singing, 
‘Salvation unto our God, who sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb.’” 


“On the following Lord’s day morning, the 
Rey, Octavius Winslow delivered a sermon 


37 


on the occasion in John Street Chapel, from 
the words, “ Be ye followers of me, even as 
I also am of Christ.” “ Mr, Evans,’ said 
the preacher, “ entered upon the office of the 
Christian ministry—as alas! many have done 
—while yet a stranger to the converting 
grace of God. For some years he preached, 
but preached as a man upon whose spiritual 
eyes the seal of darkness was impressed. It 
pleased God, however, to remove this seal, 
and to open his blind eyes to see the truth, 
and him who is the substance, the glory, and 
the sweetness of the truth. And from the 
moment that it ‘ pleased God who had called 
him by his grace to reveal his Son in him,’ 
to the day of his death, his one and earnest 
aim was to follow Christ, as the light of 
Christ shone upon his way, There are two 
periods or points in his history which justice 
to his memory, a regard for the honour of 
truth, and the glory of our Lord, demand 
should not be passed over in perfect silence, 
and to which with all tenderness and humility 
would I allude, 

“There was a period in the early part of 
his ministry in this place—why should I 
conceal it >—when his views on two essential 
doctrines of the gospel underwent a mournful 
change. Losing sight, for a moment, of his 
Model, guided and ensnared by the teaching 
of man—for this, my brethren, was the secret 
of his error,—he ceased for a moment to 
hold fast the profession of his faith without 
wavering. Need I say that it was a mental 
and not a moral defection from the truth ? 
For during the whole of the period that he 
walked beneath this cloud, his single and 
honest aim was to know and to do the will of 
God. But what, my brethren, were the 
effects upon himself of the views which he 
adopted, preached, and published ?—a drying 
up of all unction, a withering of all power, 
a thinning of his congregation, and an end of 
all success—indeed, an entire paralysis of his 
ministry and usefulness. Beware how you 
tamper with the Godhead of the Saviour, and 
with the divine personality of the Holy 
Spirit! But it pleased God to recover his 
servant from these views ; and from the mo- 
ment that he emerged from this temporary 
cloud, the Sun of Righteousness shone forth 
in him, and through him, with greater effule 
gence than ever, nor ceased to shine, but 
increased in its lustre until he arrived at the 
perfect day. Oh! what true contrition of 
heart, what sincere repentance, what deep 
self-abasement marked his return to the 
truth! With what touching, heart-melting 
language—his eyes often suffused with tears 
—was he wont to advert to the period of his 
error, You are witness how earnestly ever 
after was he both by his pen and his pulpit 
to repair the injury he had done, and to 
establish the doctrines he had impugnedy 
He entirely bought up and destroyed every 
copy of his work ; and on every occasion 
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exalted the Lamb of God in the essential 
deity of his nature, and in the atoning cha- 
racter of his work ; claiming at the same time 
on behalf of the Holy Spirit an equality with 
the Father and the Son. Never did he 
appear greater, never did his whole soul 
kindle with truer eloquence than when his 
subject led him to touch upon the essential 
and absolute deity of the Son of God, and 
tye consequent atoning character of his work. 

“JT am aware that the idea was at one 
time prevalent in some quarters, and even 
found its way into the public prints, that he 
regretted his secession from the establishment, 
and would gladly, could he have evaded a 
three years’ silence, have retraced his steps, 
and returned to the bosom of the English 
church. I stand here to vindicate the honour 
of my friend and brother for sincerity and 
consistency of principle, and do most so- 
lemnly affirm, upon the strongest evidence, 
that he never for one moment faltered in his 
course, or regretted the step he had taken. 
That he still loved and associated with many 
of his ministerial brethren who yet minis- 
tered within the pale of the chureh which 
from the most conscientious conviction he 
had left, was natural, lovely, and proper: but 
he declared to me most solemnly on one 
occasion, that if the alternative were offered 
to him of the largest church in London, or a 
couch of sickness, and suffering, and silence, 
he would choose the latter rather than yield 
the principles which he had avowed. I speak 
not this to wound the feelings of any dear 
brother who differs from me—and many 
such there are whom I yet tenderly love, and 
with whom I cordially labour,—but to vin- 
dicate my friend’s character as a holy, con- 
sistent man of God, who, in the spirit of 
Caleb, desired, be the opinions of others and 


the consequences what they might, to follow 
the Lord fully.” 


In the evening, Mr. Noel addressed the 
congregation from the words, “ That ye be 
not slothful, but followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” At 
the conclusion of the discourse, the preacher 
introduced the following anecdote :—It is 
Just now twenty-three years ago,” writes an 
estimable minister of Christ, the pastor of a 
church in the country, “since I first entered 
John-street, an avowed infidel and a bold 
blasphemer. Our late dear pastor was in the 
pulpit. His text was, ‘Let both grow toge- 
ther until the harvest, and in the time of 
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them jin 
bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat 
into my barn.’ I can see his countenance 
now, beaming with a peculiar expression of 
holy feeling that rivetted my attention, while 
the great Spirit of God so took possession of 
every faculty of my soul, that before I reached 
home I for the first time prayed in real 
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earnest, ‘God be merciful to mea sinner!’ ” 
Go, brethren, and do the same. Again the 
tares and the wheat are gathered—they are 
not severed yet—they are not gathered in 
bundles yet to be burned; there is time yet, 
hope yet. Oh! if you did not listen to many 
awful appeals, to many solemn warnings, to 
many affectionate entreaties, while he lived, 
think of a voice that is now dead, and that 
you shall hear no more, and go to the God 
that lives, that like this reclaimed blasphemer, 
this converted infidel, you too may be the 
trophies of redeeming love, added to the 
church of Christ on earth, and meet triumph- 
ant with your departed friend, in the kingdom 
of God’s glory ! 


THE PAST AND THE FUTURE, 


The year that is just closing upon us has 
been less prolific in startling events than that 
which preceded it. But, if we judge aright, 
the lull which has come over the nations is 
rather the precursor of a still fiercer storm, 
than the incipient quietness of a permanent 
peace. It is impossible that the elements 
which are fermenting in the bosom of 
European society should not work disturb- 
ance. Nothing will neutralise them but that 
antagonistic and divine element which is the 
salt of the earth. Civilisation and the arts 
of social life, commerce and the intercourse 
of nations, science with her almost miraculous 
control of the elements, and the marvellous 
facility with which she seizes the vapour and 
the lightning and bids them obey the will of 
man, political revolutions, the achievement 
by long-oppressed nationalities of civil and 
religious freedom, the multiplication of books, 
the circulation of knowledge, the spirit of 
inquiry,—these and similar means may con- 
tribute to ameliorate the temporal condition, 
and supply the physical and even the intel- 
lectual wants of man; and no lover of his 
species but will rejoice in the pre-eminence 
of the present times, in all these respects, 
over every preceding period of history. But 
the malady of human nature lies deeper than 
to be touched by any of these. Give him 
knowledge —give him science — give him 
civilisation —give him freedom — give him 
commerce—and man will be an unhappy and 
a hopeless creature still, without an object, or 
an end suited to his nature, or worthy of it, 
He may yet live to be miserable, and die to 
be lost. But give him the gospel, make him 
acquainted with the cross of Christ, and in 
that he will find the cure of the most in- 
veterate evils, and the spring of whose healing 
waters if he drinks he shall live for ever. 
The dignified and the lovely, the just and 
the benevolent of human character are the 
fruit, not of philosophy, but of the gospel 
—not of reason, but of faith. Nor until 
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faith in the gospel lies at the foundations of 
society, and its influence is diffused through 
all its ramifications, will the period arrive 
when the weapons of war shall be converted 
into implements of husbandry, and on earth 
there shall be peace, good will to men, and 
glory to God'in the highest. 

Christians, therefore, must still be at their 
post, as the lovers and benefactors of their 
fellow-men. But let them form their ex- 
pectations wisely, that their efforts also may 
be judicious. Their hopes will assuredly be 
realised, but perhaps the end is not yet. 
What scenes may be witnessed first, who 
shall tell? Shall they not be scenes of terror 
and dismay? — Hvangelical Christendom. 


ROME. 


As the year approaches its close, the period 
of the pope’s return appears more remote. 
The bigoted party by whom he is surrounded 
persuade him that a cowp d'état will shortly 
be struck in France which will alter all pre- 
sent relations, and materially ameliorate his 
position. In the meantime, the Spaniards 
have departed, and the Castle of Spoleto 
which they held is occupied by Roman in- 
fantry. Rome is in a state of entire tran- 
quillity, but in every point it is in the full 
and visible possession of the French troops. 
Pio Nono would be a bold man to enter a 
fortress so garrisoned, but if he does not re- 
turn their tenure will evidently be perma- 
nent.—The Christian Times, Dec. 21. 


DR. ACHILLI. 


The case of Dr. Achilli requires now to be 
approached with decision and energy. He 
was seized by night by the familiars of the 
Holy Office, acting under the protection of 
the French authorities, and thrown into the 
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prison of the inquisition under false charges. 
A corporal and six men of a regiment of 
French chasseurs accompanied the sbirri, 
and waited below while he was arrested. The 
fallacy of the charges on the strength of which 
they obtained French permission to take him 
is now admitted. “JI est absous.”’ As soon 
as Achilli’s English friends instituted a deter- 
mined inquiry on the spot, the accusation 
Was given up, and it is now stated that they 
never made any such charge against him, and 
that they hold their prisoner purely on the 
ground of ecclesiastical offences—that he is 
prosecuted for religious opinions, professions, 
and acting. And this has been accomplished 
and is perpetuated by French authority. 
There is on the part of the French a want of 
straightforwardness, They protest against 
religious persecution, but they do not open 
the prison door. They say by way of excuse, 
“We do not interfere with the acts of the 
Roman government.” Why are they there 
then? Why did they go there? Why did 
they take military possession of the city ? 
Who are masters of Rome if they are not? 
At this moment the French troops stand 
sentry over the dungeons of St. Angelo. If 
the pope is in power why do they not obey 
him and go out? The fact is, they can and 
will do just what they please in Rome; and 
as they have known all through the case that 
Dr. Achilli was unjustly apprehended, and as 
they have had it in their power at any moment 
to have released him, they lie under the im- 
putation of not dealing fairly with the 
prisoner and honestly with his friends, The 
power by which they retain the military 
tenure of Rome is power enough to redeem 
their character if they will for republican 
political consistency, and honest impartial 
adherence to liberal principles.—The Chris- 
tian Times, Dec. 21. 
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THE AGED AND INFIRM BAPTIST MINISTERS’ 
SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


This truly benevolent society has never re- 
ceived from the Christian public that sympa- 
thy which it merits. The feeble list of 
subscribers which accompanies its report for 
1849, fully proves this fact, for £26 6s. 6d. 
is all it receives under this head. Annual 
collections are made by several churches in 
aid of its funds; but these evidently testify 


that its claims have never been fully appre-_ 


ciated ; or else congregations which can raise 
£20 or £30 for a popular society, would 
never send twenty shillings to this! And 
yet twenty shillings is the average sum of the 
sixty-five churches which make collections on 
its behalf! For example, a wealthy church 
which raised £110 for the Foreign Mission 
this year, sent 30s. to the Aged Ministers’ 
Fund! Not because it was penurious in the 
cause of God— it is celebrated for its libe- 
rality ; but on account of that devoted 
people being wholly unacquainted with the 
wants of our brethren. 
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If the baptist denomination will take up 
the case in earnest, and make an annual 
collection as a new year's gift, though it were 
only sixpence each member, this would raise 
a very large income, and place the society in 
a position which it ought to enjoy. 

The means now at the disposal of the 
committee of the society, enable them to 
give to the aged ministers connected with it, 
a pension of only about £9 or £10 a year; a 
sum obviously and altogether inadequate to 
meet the necessities of the case, while they 
have no power to assist ministers who may 
not have subscribed, however deserving or 
necessitous, 

It is, therefore, reeommended by the fol- 
lowing ministers and brethren to the various 
churches of the baptist denomination, that 
the subject be brought before their congrega- 
tions on the first Lord’s day in January 
next; or to those to whom that time may be 
inconvenient, on the first sabbath in February, 
when asum amounting to a thousand pounds, 
at least, may be realized. But should the 
case be generally taken up, most likely two 
thousand pounds would be poured into the 
treasury of the Lord; and this at the small 
sacrifice of sixpence for each member, exclu- 
sive of the congregations and some larger 
donations from the rich. Surely none would 
feel this a loss, but all would enjoy the 
pleasure. 

It is also proposed, that a public meeting 
be held in London, in April or May next, to 
enlarge and strengthen the operations and 
benefits of this society; when it is earnestly 
requested, that all those who feel an interest 
in the promotion of a pastor’s comfort, at a 
time when the infirmities of age have disabled 
him for the work of the ministry, will be 
present, to give their counsel and support to 
an undertaking which cannot fail to approve 
itself to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God. 

It is also proposed, that the committee 
shall be empowered to dispose of the funds 
raised by voluntary contributions from per- 
sons who are not beneficiary members, or by 
churches which may make an annual collec- 
tion. in the relief and assistance of any aged 
or infirm minister who, in their opinion, shall 
be thought deserving of the same. But that 
all contributions by beneficiary members and 
their churches, as well as the income of the 
oe property, shall be applied as hereto- 
ore. 


Windsor. 8. Littycrop. 
* Without pledging myself to all the pro- 
posals and expectations above mentioned, I 
beg to say, I think their full consideration 
highly desirable, in such way as shall seem 
best to the committee. 
“J, Russe. 


“ Blackheath Hill, Dec. 5, 1849.” 


« With great pleasure I subjoin my earnest 
recommendation of the extended plan for 
relieving our aged and necessitous ministers 
in general which is here proposed. 


FB AveCoxa 
“ Dec, 6, 1849.” 


“T think it highly desirable that more 
ample and general provision should be made 
for aged and superannuated pastors of our 
churches, 


“ James Hosy.” 


“The subject of assisting the ministers of 
Christ, when suffering from age or infirmity, 
is so important, that though I do not at 
present see how the last paragraph of the 
foregoing statement (drawn up by the Rey. 
S. Lillyerop), can be carried into effect by 
the Aged and Infirm Baptist Ministers’ 
Society, as at present constructed, without 
the proposed alterations being sanctioned by 
two successive annual meetings of the society, 
according to Rule 19. 

“ Yet, I amso great an advocate for making 
the society known, and enlarging its bene- 
ficial operation, that I cordially approve the 
proposal of the public meeting in London, 
in April or May next, and also earnestly 
recommend the general appeal to Christian 
churches for their assistance to so valuable 
an object in the early part of 1850. 

“The sum to be raised by the proposed 
special appeal should, in my opinion, be dis- 
tributed amongst ministers who are incapaci- 
tated by age or infirmity, whether belonging 
to the present society or not, in which case 
it would follow that the members of the so- 
ciety, when recipients, would receive their 
share of the special fund, in addition to their 
present incomes. 

“TI beg to refer to the Baptist Magazine 
for December, 1849, p. 786, for information 
as to the staff of the present society. The 
Rules will be sent to any one who may 
apply for them, 


“J, L. Puinurs, 


Treasurer of the Society for the 
relief of Aged and Infirm Baptist 
Ministers. 


“ Melksham, Dec. 12, 1849.” 


“The benefits of the society for the relief 
of aged and infirm baptist ministers, have 
hitherto been restricted to those ministerial 
brethren, who, by its rules, haye been regu- 
larly constituted members, and who have 
annually subscribed to its funds. The above 
proposal of Mr, Lillycrop, being for the 
assistance (as far as possible) of all neces- 
sitous baptist ministers in age, or infirmity, 


might in its general objects be expected to 
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secure the most extensive co-operation of our 
various churches and congregations. 

“Very happy shall I be, if by any means, 
the claims of our infirm and superannuated 
pastors may receive the effectual and early 
support of the denomination. 

“CHarLes DANIELL, 
“ Secretary of the Society for the 
relief of Aged and Infirm Baptist 
Ministers. 
“ Melksham, Dec. 12, 1849.” 


THE NEW YEAR BRIEFLY COMPARED WITH 
THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE CENTURY. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My prar sBrotHer.—The year 1850, 
upon which by the divine goodness we are 
now entering, will complete the first half, or 
the first. jubilee of the nineteenth century. 
This has led me to revert to one of my 
earliest communications to a religious periodi- 
cal, entitled, “ Reflections on the close of the 
year 1801,” which appeared in the Gospel 
Magazine for December in that year. The 
Baptist Magazine was not then commenced, 
Dr. Rippon’s “ Baptist Register,” which had 
been published at irregular periods since 1790 
was being discontinued. The Evangelical 
Magazine, which had the assistance of Mr. 
Fuller, and others of our brethren, was started 
in 1793, but, while Lheartily desired itssuccess, 
I hailed with particular joy the prospectus of 
the Baptist Magazine, and procured for it full 
a dozen subscribers in Woolwich, where I 
then resided, before the appearance of its 
first number, January Ist., 1609; and not- 
withstanding all the multitude of competitors 
for the public fayour which distinguishes the 
present day, it is pleasant to observe that its 
vitality continues unimpaired ; and it is still 
enabled to contribute, a modicum of gratifying 
assistance to a portion of the necessitous 
widows of our deceased ministers, many more 
of whom might indeed be very materially 
aided from its profits, if our brethren and 
friends more generally imitated the pains- 
taking of the methodists for the circulation 
of their magazine throughout their connexion, 

The year 1801 was particularly noticeable 
for a most abundant harvest, after years of 
very afflicting scarcity; and the preliminaries 
of peace were also signed in it with France, 
after a most destructive conflict of nearly 
eight years continuance. Things appeared to 
promise the restoration of order amongst our 
neighbours, after the fearful horrors of their 
frenzied revolution. The extraordinary poli- 
tical character, the wonder of modern times, 
in comparison with whom the butchering 
monsters called heroes of antiquity sink 
almost into insignificance, had now succeeded 
in planting for himself over the republican 
yolcano a chair of sovereignty, which was pre- 
sently metamorphosed into a mushroom 
ephemeral empire, the sun of which most 
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frightfully scorched the nations, until it be- 
came shorn of its fiery beams amidst the 
snows and frosts of Russia, and soon after- 
wards went down for ever, in midnight, in 
the Atlantic ocean! In 1801 this was not 
contemplated, but appearances being favour- 
able for the restoration of tranquillity, the 
British cabinet ventured upon the experiment, 
and neyer probably were illuminations more 
heartily exhibited in London than when the 
preliminaries of peace were publicly gazetted, 
A worthy quaker near where I then resided, 
even exhibited a transparency, with the fol- 
lowing most appropriate scriptural inscription, 
“ He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth 
thee with the finest of the wheat!” and 
through the divine mercy, notwithstanding all 
our painful intermediate experience to the 
present hour, no portion perhaps of the divine 
oracles is more suitable to set forth the im- 
mediate circumstances of our beloved and 
highly favoured country. “O that men 
would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of 
men !” 

What may be the events of the remaining 
half century must of course be left for the 
period itself to develope. We are certainly 
living in peculiarly eventful times; but the 
sceptre of universal sovereignty being in the 
hands of our Redeemer, his true servants 
cannot but experience security and consola- 
tion. We have indeed now particularly to 
adore the divine goodness for our individual 
preservation, and the relief our country has 
experienced from the recent awful visitation 
of cholera; but it is most certain, that very 
few that witnessed the commencement of the 
century will also witness its termination, 
Happy indeed are those that through trusting 
in Jesus are scripturally prepared for all the 
events in providence, in life, and in death, 
whether it may come earlier or later, sud- 
denly, or by lingering disease; and though, 
if we do not misapprehend the instruction of 
the scriptures, there is every probability that 
a season of most afflicting darkness is before 
both the world and the professing church, 
we have no reason to be painfully apprehen- 
sive for the final consequences; “ weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy-cometh in 
the morning: ” and next to our individual 
spiritual acquaintance with the gospel, there 
is nothing probably from which we may more 
reasonably encourage hope, than from our 
zealously carrying forward, both at home 
and abroad, our beloved Christ-glorifying 
missionary operations. 

The year 1801 brought us acquainted with 
the first ripe fruits of our denominational 
efforts. The Baptist Missionary Society was 
formed in 1792; but it was not until Decem- 
ber 28, 1800, after the scriptures had begun 
to be circulated in Bengalee, that a single 
Hindoo could be prevailed upon to lose caste 
for the gospel. Fiye more were baptized in 
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1801; but at the close of 1818, when Mr. 
Ward left India to revisit England, he in- 
forms us in his “Farewell Letters,” that 
from six hundred to seven hundred native 
conyerts had been baptized ; the chief portion 
of whom were the fruits of the labours of 
native brethren, of whom about fifty were 
become in some degree missionaries! And 
now, through the divine blessing upon the 
labours of the missionaries of the different 
Christian denominations, the evangelization 
of the world is delightfully going forward in 
a great number of places; and in proportion 
as Christian servants act in character, and are 
diligent and prayerful in fulfilling his com- 
mission, he will beyond all question commu- 
nicate the Holy Spirit, until we shall behold 
with joy, not merely the dawning, but the 
full blaze of the glorious long promised happy 
millennial day. 

It has been the privilege of the writer to 
be engaged during thirty. years of the last 
half century, from 1816 to 1846, in exten- 
sively ministering the gospel, and procuring 
funds, in the service of our society for 
Ireland; and although he is now from 
necessity become superannuated, others, 
younger in life, and with pre-eminent qualifi- 
cations, have entered into his labours, and 
the cause is happily still progressing; nor 
can any hindrance that is existing, or may 
hereafter arise, be effectual to prevent even- 
tually the complete regeneration of the whole 


human family; for to Jesus “every knee |. 


must bow, and every tongue confess,” “He 
must increase,” and he is to see “the trayail 
of his soul,’ until not only himself, but his 
holy Father, and the Holy Spirit, and his 
whole redeemed church shall be most abun- 
dantly satisfied; and the reign of sin being 
terminated for ever, the reign of righteous- 
ness shall then become both universal and 
perpetual. Lord hasten the blessed period, 
Amen, and Amen. 
I am, dear brother, 
Yours truly, 
Steruen Davis. 
Trafalgar Square, Peckham, Surrey. 


THE STATISTICS OF THE BRISTOL BAPTIST 
COLLEGE, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str,—Will you permit me to cor- 
rect an error of some importance which 
appears in the Magazine for December rela- 
tive to the statistics of the Bristol Baptist 
College. It is there stated, that the income 
of the college for the year ending June 26 
1849, was £2042 18s. 3d.; and the expendi. 
ture £2270 14s. 3d. The income is correctly 
given as to amount, but your readers are 
nevertheless likely to receive an erroneous 
impression from the statement. Any one 
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who will refer to the Report will find that of 
this sum £1049 Os. Gd., was derived from 
legacies, so that the actual amount received 
from ordinary sources was under £1000. Of 
these legacies, two smaller ones amounting to 
£150, were applied as part of the funds of 
the year, whilst the generous legacy of Mr. 
Caddick of Tewkesbury, amounting to £1000 
5 per cent. cons, was after payment of duty 
transferred into the name of the trustees, and 
added to the capital stock of the society. All 
this is clearly stated in the Report. In the 
treasurer’s account, the net proceeds of this 
legacy, £899 0s. 6d., appear on each side, 
and of course are included in the totals. 
This sum has to be deducted, therefore, from 
both the income and the expenditure, in order 
to present a fair account,—from the income, 
because it has not been considered as avail- 
able income and therefore has not been em- 
ployed as such, much more from the ex- 
penditure, since in fact it has not been 
expended, but is still the property of the 
society. his deduction is not, however, the 
only one that is to be made from the ex- 
penditure. The compiler of the statistical 
account has no doubt intended to deduct 
from the total casting the balance due to the 
treasurer at the beginning of the year, viz. 
£104 6s. 4d. But he has forgotten the £100, 
and has deducted only the odd money. The 
true account of income and expenditure will 
stand thus:— 


Ss. 8: as 
Total receipts as by treasurer’s account 2042 18 3 
Deduct net proceeds of Mr. Caddick’s 


legacy which has been funded...,....... 899 0 6 
Available income ........ pine cunetcaoaneoateey 114317 9 
Total on the Dr.side of treasurer’saccount 2275 0 7 
Deduct balance due to the treasurer...... lo4 6 4 

2170 14 3 
Deduct also transfer of 3 per cents. ...... 899 0 6 
Expenditure of the year ......... fete: ev BS 2 


It would, perhaps, be hardly worth while 
to occupy so much time and space in point- 
ing out this error, were it not that the statis- 
tics given in the Magazine may hereafter be 
referred to as authoritative with regard toa 
question about which much has been said and 
written, the great expense of our collegiate 
institutions. According to thestatement in the 
Magazine, the expense per student would be 
more than £103. The real state of the case, 
howeyer is that the expense of each student 
to the institution was under £58. This will 
be immediately seen by any one who will 
take the trouble to divide the expenditure as 
given in the Magazine, and as I have stated 


| it above, by twenty-two, the actual number 


of students in the college during the last 
session. The mistake is the more unfortu- 
nate, Inasmuch as the expense per student 
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was far less during the past session than it 
_has been for several preceding years, owing in 
great part to the larger number of students. 
I am, dear sir, 
Yours very sincerely, 
Bristol, Dec. 17,1849. F. W. Govou. 


MINISTERIAL ATTENDANCE AT MIXED 
MARRIAGES, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Srr,—As a pastor called by divine 
providence to labour in a retired village, and 
prevented by my lone situation from much 
intercourse with beloved brethren, con- 
sequently hindered from obtaining their aid 
and counsel in-solving some of my pastoral 
difficulties, allow me to entreat the favour 
of your opinion, as well as any of your excel- 
lent correspondents, as to my path of duty 
in the following case:— 

Our chapel is registered for the celebration 
of marriages, my expressed views are very 
decisive as to its being scripturally wrong for 
believers to marry unbelievers, I have reason 
to expect before long, I shall be solicited to 
conduct a religious service, and to be one at 
the festive table, in celebration of the marriage 
of a young lady, a member of the church, 
with a gentleman of moral character, but 
no evidence that he is “ A new creature in 
Christ Jesus.” Shall I by conducting the 
religious service on the occasion, and joining 
the social party, be guilty of conniving at 
what I consider a violation of scripture truth, 
or having clearly taught, and plainly stated 
to the member concerned her duty, is the sin 
her’s and not mine; or in one word, am I 
right in being one of the party, or a party to 
the marriage consummation ? 

Entreating an early notice of this in your 
much-loved magazine. 

I am, yours very truly, 

Dec. 10, 1849. A Country Pastor. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The Baptist Annual Meetings will be held 
this year rather earlier in the month of April 
than usual. The Annual Meeting of the 
Bible Society, by which the days for other 
societies making use of Exeter Hall are 
regulated, is always on the first Wednesday 
in May. That happens this year to be the 
first day of the month. The Annual Meeting 
of the Baptist Missionary Society will in 
consequence be on Thursday, the 25th of 
April. The Thursday evening sermon, which 
the Rev. F. Tucker of Manchester has 
engaged to preach, will be on the 18th of 
April; the Lord’s day for the simultaneous 
sermons for the mission will be the 21st of 
April; and the Wednesday morning sermon, 
which the Hon. and Rey. B. W. Noel has 
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engaged to preach, will be on the 24th o¢ 
April. 


We have again afforded to our friend Mr- 
Lillyerop opportunity to say in our corres- 
pondence department all that his benevolence 
dictates respecting aged and infirm ministers, 
and the society for which he pleads. It is 
incumbent on us, however, in doing so, to 
take care that his proposal shall not be 
misunderstood. If a collection were made 
on the first Lord’s-day in the year, in con- 
formity with his suggestion, and the thousand 
pounds to which he refers were realized, it 
would be a delightful thing; but it is right 
that the public should remember that no 
worn-out minister would derive any advantage 
from it, however necessitous he might be, 
unless he happened to be one of the hundred 
and eight who are beneficiary members of 
the society commonly called, “The Bath 
Society,” and then only in case it appeared 
that he was permanently incapacitated for 
pastoral or ministerial duties by reason of 
age or infirmity. There are but twenty-seven 
brethren, we believe, in these circumstances; 
but twenty-seven therefore to whom the 
proposed collection would be ayailable, and 
nothing would be farther from their wishes, 
we are sure, than that collections should be 
made for aged and infirm baptist ministers 
generally, of which they alone should receive 
the benefit. The treasurer and secretary of 
the society referred to have carefully marked 
the distinction between aged and infirm 
ministers generally, and aged and infirm 
ministers who have secured to themselves the 
privileges of members of that institution, and 
our own desire in making these remarks is 
only to prevent mistake, and second their 
judicious observations. 


The Rey. F. Bosworth, M.A., from 
Canada, arrived in London a few days since. 
As it is not likely that his services will be 
required again in the college at Montreal, at 
least for the present, itis not improbable that 
he may accept an engagement at home. 


The most recent intelligence respecting 
Dr. Achilli affords no brighter prospect than 
previous statements of his deliverance from 
the pontifical grasp; but in one respect it is 
highly satisfactory. It is now acknowledged 
by those who hold him in bonds that no 
evidence can be adduced against him of any 
but religious offences, The other accusations 
are entirely abandoned. The story about a 
nun who lived at Viterbo twenty years ago 
turns out to be a vile fabrication for which 
there was not even a shadow of pretence. All 
that he is now charged with is the violation 
of his canonical duties as a Romish priest ; 


he is therefore, in the face of all Europe, a 
living demonstration of the unabated intoler- 
ance of popery. 
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The Rey. C. Stovel is about to deliver a 
course of lectures on the nature and beginning 
of spiritual life, its sacred recognition, its 
privilege, its aim, its cultivation, its fruits, 
its conflict, its resources, its fellowship, its 
present joys, its hope, and its duration. 
The lectures will be delivered in Little 
Prescot Street meeting-house, commencing 
on Lord’s-day evening, January 6th, 1850; 
and they will be continued on the following 
sabbath evenings, providence permitting, until 
the series has been completed, commencing 
at half past six o’clock. 


Proposals have been issued by Messrs. 
Johnstone and Hunter which deserve the 
attention of ministers who are able to pur- 
chase books, and of those friends of ministers 
who take pleasure in making additions to 
their pastors’ libraries. The whole works of 
Dr. Owen, exclusive of the exposition of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, are offered in fifteen 
octavo volumes for the sum of three guineas, 
to be advanced at the commencement of the 
three coming years, five volumes per year 
being received in return by each subscriber, 
The respectability of the publishers is a 
sufficient guarantee for the fulfilment of all 
their undertakings; and, as we appreciate the 
works of Dr. Owen very highly, we shall be 
rejoiced to learn that the response to their 
offer, which they request immediately, equals 
their most sanguine expectations. 


The Statistics of three or four Societies, as 
given in our Supplement, were but a reprint 
of those of 1848, as we had not been able to 
procure Reports for 1849. The Report of 
the Directors of the Protestant Union for the 
benefit of the Widows and Children of Pro- 
testant Ministers of all Denominations has 
since been kindly forwarded, and we are now 
able in consequence to say that on the 30th 
of April, 1849, the Income for the preceding 
year, including dividends, had been, £2,041 
15s. 1ld.; and the Expenditure £1,104 1s. 
9d.; that £641 7s. 6d. had been laid out in 
the purchase of Stock; that the balance in 
the Treasurer’s hands was £652 13s. 2d; that 
the number of annuitants was twenty-seven, 
and the number of members one hundred 
and sixty-eight. Severfl others have been 
admitted, we are informed, since the Annual 
Meeting. 


The chapel in John Street, Gray’s Inn 
Lane, so long occupied by the late Rev. J. 
H. Evans, who had a life interest in it, has 
been purchased by the church worshipping 
in it, now under the care of Mr. Noel. The 
arrangement was concluded a yery few days 
ago. The price to be paid is, we belieye 
£5,250. ; 


Specimens of the works which the Com- 
mittee of the Sunday School Union has 
prepared for the use of the teachers and 
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children according to its custom at this season 
of the year have just reached us. It will be 
a convenience to those of our readers who are 
engaged in this important department of ser- 
vice, if we mention without delay the assistance 
thus provided for them. 


The Sunday School Teacher’s Class Regis- 
ter and Diary for 1850. 12mo., pp. 128. 

The Sunday School Teacher’s Class Regis- 
ter for 1850. 12mo., pp. 24. 


The Union Tune Book, a Selection of 
Psalm and Hymn Tunes, for Use in Congre- 
gations and Sunday Schools. Treble Part. 


Notes on the Scripture Lessons for 1849. 
12mo., pp. 146. 


The Bible Class Magazine. 
1849. 12mo., pp. 332. 


The Sunday School Union Magazine. 


Violets 


Vol. VI. 1849. 12mo., pp. 332. 
The Child’s Own Book. 1849, 382mo. 
pp. 192. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Avprobvev. 


Continued from page 25. 


Characters, Scenes, and Incidents of the Reform- 
ation ; from the Rise of the Culdees to the Times 
of Luther. London: R.T.8. Monthly Series. pp. 
192. Price 6d. 


England in the Eighteenth Century ; or, a History 
of the Reigns of the House of Hanover, from the 
Accession of George I. to the Peace of Amiens. 
London: Religious Tract Society. 12mo., pp. 438. 


Christ’s Second Advent. The Funeral Oration 
delivered at the Grave of Dr. Gifford, in Bunhill 
Fields, on Friday Morning, July 2nd, 1784. By 
Joun RybLanp, A.M, of Northampton. Also, Ex- 
tracts from Dr. Rippon’s Funeral Sermon for the 
Rey. John Ryland, A.M. Third Edition. Revised 
by J. A. Jones. London: Paul. pp. 24. 


Sketches of the Crusades. By G. E. SArcent, 
Author of “The Philanthropist of the World,” 
“The White Slave,’’ “The Bedfordshire Tinker,” 
“The Jamaica Missionary,” ‘‘ The Young Working 
Man,” “Trades Described,” &c., &c. London: 
Partridge and Oakey. 16imo., pp. 204, 


The Happy Family; a Picture from Life. By 
THomAs WaAtLAce, Author of the “Heavenly 
Home,” “ Intellectual Cultivation,” ‘‘ The Student’s 
Manual,” &e. London; W. F. Ramsay, 11, Brompton 
Row, Brompton. Sold also by Ward and Co. 


Cyclopedia of Moral and Religious Anecdotes : 
a Collection of nearly Three Thousand Facts, Inci- 
dents, Narratives, Examples, and Testimonies, 
embracing the first of the kind in most former col- 
lections, and some Hundreds in Addition, Original 
and Selected. The whole Arranged and Classified 
on a New Plan, with copious Topical and Scriptural 
Indexes. By the Rey. K. Arving, A.M., Pastor of 
the Providence Church, New York. No. 1V. Lon- 
don. Pricels. 12mo. ; 
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CUTTUB MINAR. 
DELHI. 


This very remarkable pillar stands about twelve miles south of the set) 
city of Delhi, and is arrived at through a dismal field of tombs, and epee . 
ruins of the ancient city. Its base is a polygon of twenty-seven. sides. ve 
exterior part is fluted into twenty-seven semicircular and angular divisions. 
various heights are five balconies, which are reached by a dark staircase num- 
bering in the whole to the top 384 steps. The height of the pillar is 242 feet. 

This structure is unrivalled in Hindostan for its great size, profusion of 
ornament, and solidity of construction. For three hundred years it has resisted 
storm, earthquake, and time. 

The village of Cuttub itself, the ruins of which surround the pillar on every 
side, is famed for the possession of the shrine and relics of Cuttub ud Deen, a 
celebrated Mahommedan saint. The devotees of Islam resort thither in crowds, 
mutter their prayers at the tomb, and depart, as they think, favourites of heaven. 

Cuttub ud Deen was the first of the Afghan and Patan dynasty of sovereigns, 
and took possession of Delhi, wresting it from the hands of the Hindoos, in the 
year 1193. The pillar, however, was not erected till the reign of his successor, 
Shum ud Deen Altumsh, about 1230, a.p. The place was the scene of very hard 
fighting between the Hindoo sovereigns and their Patan invaders, The Mussul- 
mans say that 5000 martyrs to their religion lie interred in the neighbourhood. 

Bishop Heber thus describes his approach: “ Our route lay over a country still 
rocky and barren, and still sprinkled with tombs and ruins, till on ascending a 
little eminence, we saw one of the most extensive and striking scenes of ruin 
which I haye met with in any country. The Cuttub Minar is really the finest 
tower I have ever seen, and must, when its spire was complete, have been still 
more beautiful. These Patans built like giants and finished their work like 
jewellers.” 

In the neighbourhood of this remarkable monument, at Delhi, labours our aged 
missionary brother, Mr, Tompson, often embracing in his preaching tours this 
favourite resort of Mohammedan devotion. 

In a recent number of the Oriental Baptist we have an instructive example of 
the missionary’s labour. Availing himself of the failure of rain, our brother wisely 
attempted to lead the excited people to a consideration of the claims of Him who 


is the Ruler of heaven and earth. May the Spirit of God render permanent the 
feelings which were then awakened ! 


Sufferings of the people. out of the city to their Eedg& every morning 


August Ist, 1849. Our ‘rains commenced 
rather favourably, but a sudden stop was put 
to them, and for seventeen long days and 
nights (the dry, hot, and parching west winds 
blowing unintermittingly for fifteen days of 
that time), the whole population suffered very 
much, and man and beast were panting, rest- 
less, and uncomfortable, to a degree never 
known to have been experienced in former 
years, Brahmins were consulted: their cal- 
culations failed ; offerings were made, but to 
no purpose. The first half of the (otherwise ) 
rainy month of Shréban was passing away 
without a drop of rain. Muhammadans went 


in clusters of from ten to twenty to pray. 
Trains of poor families came in great numbers 
every morning from M4rwar, and countries 
where no rain had fallen at the ploughing 
season, for their hopes of a harvest were 
gone. The picture altogether of universal 
suffering was dismal; and the worst anticipa- 
tions of all, that to such a season of unex- 
ampled drought, a famine would succeed, 
were, by a kind of wish not to know the 
worst, concealed, 


The people directed to God. 


In this state of general feeling, zemindars 
and cultivators came flowing in every morn- 
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Ing to learn something of the opinion of the 
learned astrologers of Delhi, as to whether 
there would be any rain, and when, Seeing 
me surrounded by attentive numbers, listen- 
Ing to something, they have stopped, and in 
the midst of the reading asked me in a half 
frantic manner, “Ts there to be rain? We 
are dying: we and our families, and young 
children must perish.” I have stopped and 
reasoned with them on the Lord God of the 
gospel being the ruler of the universe; his 
having the day of one’s birth and death, 
which he reveals to no one, in his hands; and 
the time when it shall, and when it shall not 
rain. That he is Sovereign in all he does, 
and does not impart his counsels to men. 
That his merey, however, may be implored 
by us, pleading what his love and mercy 
have done for our souls, in giving his Son to 
shed his blood for our guilt, and beseeching 
him to have mercy upon our suffering bodies; 
and leaving to his wise and gracious will 
when to show that mercy. This was done 
from morning to morning regularly for a 
number of days; and partaking of the general 
feeling of distress and anxiety, I had copied 
out and handed to the people (who eagerly 
and with joy on their countenances accepted 
them) a paper containing three hymns; in 
the first, stating the misery and universal 
suffering of man and beast from the want of 
rain, and beseeching God for Christ’s sake to 
bestow the anxiously looked-for blessing : in 
the second, the promise in Genesis is pleaded 
that as long as the earth lasts, seed time and 
harvest shall not cease; and deploring that 
our sins and unworthiness nad caused the 
rain to be withheld, intreating for the Re- 
deemer’s sake, the blessing might now be 
granted: in the third, blessing God for the 
gift of his Son for the salvation of a guilty 
world, trusting that no minor good would be 
withheld, and praying that He who had not 
withheid his Son for man’s salvation, would 
be pleased to vouchsafe the blessing of rain 
for man’s bodily or temporal wants. 
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Good effects produced. 

These hymns and suitable addresses, ap- 
peared greatly to impress the minds of the 
people, both of the city and the country, and 
led a great many of them to hear statedly 
what I read or said to them, and to desire the 
hymns might be given them to read at home. 
The reading of the ten commandments, with 
application to the circumstances of all, pro- 
duced a quickening effect, and under its salu- 
tary effect an aged Hindoo, who could not 
read, begged he might have a copy which he 
would get another to fread to him, “as,” he 
added, ‘‘it makes me inwardly fear when I 
hear that tract.” The reply to the frequently 
asked question, What is sin? excites fixed 
attention, and fifty to eighty every morning 
stand in silence to hear it. One man, on 
going away, said, ‘‘ Of the many stripes laid 
upon the mind, a single one may some day 
take effect.” The above two tracts, and that 
“* For all Classes,” now for the first time fix 
the attention of Muhammadans also, and they 
appear equally attentive with the Hindoos ; 
one man, however, yesterday morning went 
away murmuring, “Is there no other Sa- 
viour!” This arose from the frequent men- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only 
Saviour, to whom every individual addressed, 
of every occupation and caste, is referred, and 
called upon to believe in, and implore salvation 
from. The season of drought was thus hap- 
pily improved by a great accession of hearers, 
and a more fixed attention. At length, on 
the seventeenth day, the rain fell, and most 
heavily, and through much mercy, dissipated 
every fear, and made every face to smile. 
The hymn, thanking for rain, now sounded 
most grateful to every ear, and gave an ap- 
propriate close to the feeling of the season. 

I should add about the blessing of the rain, 
that for six days consecutively we had most 
copious showers, and after two days’ recess, 
clouds are still hanging over us, day and 
night, Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits ! 


oe 


SAGOR. 


In a communication to the secretary, dated September 7th, 1849, Mr. Maxr- 
prace informs us that he has had the happiness of baptizing fourteen persons. 
Three others have been received as candidates, and may be baptized on the first 
sabbath in October, and there were several inquirers. From the Oriental Baptist 
we take a more detailed account of these additions to the church of Christ, and of 


the prospects of the mission at this station. 


July 4th, 1849. It is my pleasing duty 
again to communicate to you intelligence of 
baptisms at Ségor. On the first sabbath of 
the present month I baptized two young men, 
who are under instruction in our sabbath 
school, Their awakening and conversion, 


however, must, I believe, be attributed, under 

God, to the instrumentality of one of our 

brethren in the church. Fourteen individuals 

have thus, through the abounding goodness of 

our God, been admitted to the fellowship of 

the church; and others, I am rags to 
H 
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add, are standing at the threshold. One of 
our number has recently been removed by 
death—an aged brother who was formerly 
connected with Mr. Williams’ church at 
Agra. His end was peace. Though one has 
fallen, yet our ranks again appear unbroken 
and entire, for the place of the veteran has 
been more than filled up by the stepping 
forth of others with the dew of their youth 
fresh upon them. ‘The church triumphant in 
heaven has received an accession to its glori- 
fied legions, but the church militant upon 
earth has in point of numbers, been doubly 
compensated for her loss. 


The Sabbath School. 


The attendance at the sabbath school has 
lately been more numerous than usual, and 
the teachers have been meeting together to 
deliberate on measures whereby to secure 
more effective and systematic operation. Into 
details I need not enter. Suffice it to say 
that among the objects proposed, and in the 
carrying out of which a commencement has 
been made, is the establishment of a library 
for the benefit of the elder scholars and of 
those parents who may be disposed to avail 
themselves of the advantages it will undoubt- 
edly afford. 


The English residents. 


You will naturally suppose that our opera- 
tions here must be telling upon the character 
of the residents. I mention it with gratitude 
to God, that I have been told on unquestion- 
able authority, that since my arrival a great 
change has come over a certain portion of the 
community. There is less of unbecoming 
comment upon the character of others, and a 
manifest improvement in respect of religious 
conduct and feeling. The doctrine and pre- 
cepts of the gospel have been freely discussed, 
the claims of religion have been enforced and 
felt, the theatre has been denounced as a 
place of evil, and the bible has been made the 
companion of the pillow. Prejudices like- 
wise have been rapidly on the wane; ex- 
pressions of goodwill towards us have been 
uttered in the higher circles of society ; 
whilst amongst the various members of the 
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church an unbroken harmony prevails, In 
our congregation, aye, and at our communion 
table, you will see not only baptists, but also 
friends belonging to the Wesleyan, Inde- 
pendent, and Episcopalian bodies, and yet 
there has been no clashing of parties. These 
various shades of religious belief appear to 
have harmoniously blended like the diverse 
colours in the rainbow. Remember us now 
and again in your prayers, that the operations 
thus auspiciously commenced may be vigor- 
ously prosecuted and sustained—that our 
infant community may be augmented rapidly 
in numbers, and be beautified with every 
heavenly grace—and that our ‘‘ peace may 
flow like a river, and our righteousness as the 
waves of the sea.” 


Native service and chapel. 


It femains for me to write a few lines re- 
garding our native service on Lord’s day, and 
in reference to which I desire to make an 
appeal for aid to the friends of missions in 
India. The average attendance at the service 
has, in favourable weather, been encouraging. 
About eighty natives have assembled, but I 
wish to make it known that for their accom- 
modation we have nothing more than the 
open verandah of a private dwelling. Efforts 
have been made to procure assistance towards 
the erection of a chapel, and in a few cases 
the call has been handsomely responded to. 
About 1200 rupees will be required, of which 
amount about 300 rupees only have been 
realized. Our venerable brother from Tehri 
told a friend the other day in private conver- 
sation, that if he could recover the sum due 
to him from Tehri he would give 500 rupees 
in aid of the building. It was of course a 
noble resolve, and eminently worthy of that 
Christianity for which he has, to a great 
extent, ‘‘ suffered the loss of all things.” He 
is debarred the privilege of helping in a man- 
ner commensurate with his wishes; but if 
each reader of the Herald would kindly for- 
ward the small sum of two rupees in further- 
ance of the object, the work would be jdone 
and the claim abundantly satisfied. And 
who can draw back, and say the set time to 
favour Sagor has not yet come? 


—— 


JESSORE. 


In the last Herald our brother Parry intimated that he w 


other conyerts to the faith of Christ. 
fulfilment of his hopes, 


August 10th, 1849. You will be delighted 
to hear that I haye again been baptizing a 
few believers, On the first Lord’s day of 
this month four disciples made a public pro- 
fession of Christianity by undergoing the 
sacred rite of baptism in Kusha Sahib-ganj, 


as hoping to baptize 
In the following extract he gives the 


Three of these renounced Mohammedanism 
many years ago, but were content in being 
merely nominal Christians. They attended 
my ministry for about a year, and by the 
grace of God they were awaked to feel a 
concern for the salvation of their souls some 
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months ago, and were observed to be diligent 
in attending on the public means of grace, 
and to manifest an earnest endeavour to walk 
In conformity to the commandments of God. 
One of them, I am happy to add, can read 
the scriptures in Bengali. Another of the 
said number, the daughter of Christian 
parents, can also read. She is a young 
disciple, being about thirteen years of age. 
Tt is truly delightful to see young people 
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following the Lord Jesus Christ. Her hus- 
band has been a member for several years. 
She came here some time ago, on a visit to 
her mother, and it pleased the Lord to make 
his word instrumental to her conversion, I 
hope and pray, that by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ each one of these disciples 
will continue to glorify God to the end, and 
at last obtain eternal life, 


ete 


DACCA. 


Our brother Rosryson, under date of July 31, 1849, gives the following account 
of the labours of the native preachers, and the opening prospects of the gospel in 


India. 


In his desire we most fully sympathize, and would cordially urge it upon 


the disciples of Christ, “Oh! that our frinds at home could be persuaded to push 


on the work.” 
Redeemer. 


July 3\st, 1849. Just after I had written 
at the beginning of this month, Mr. Atherton 
called on me, and haying seen how weak I 
was in the pulpit on the preceding sabbath 
evening, offered me his boat for four days to 
go on the river. This was a very kind offer, 
and the river air was just what I needed. 
The next day, therefore, I was on the Suk- 
heya, and, on the evening of the second day, 
‘I reached Kapashya-ganj, a village which I 
had visited only once before. The next 
morning, before sunrise, Chand and I went 
into the bazar, and collected a few people 
round us. I spoke to them for a little time, 
but I had neither energy nor strength, and 
was soon obliged to desist. Chand then 
commenced, and gave them a rather long 
address, to which they became increasingly 
attentive, and he concluded by praying with 
them. We returned to the boat, and Chand 
soon went out again, and was well received. 
After breakfast, as our time was short, we 
were obliged to leave the place on our return. 
In the afternoon, we reached a place called 
Sumbadarit, just at the time the market com- 
menced. Chand spent about three hours in 
the market in preaching and distributing 
books, He was well received; the people 
were much pleased both with his preaching, 
and the books which he gave them. Gladly 
would I have joined him, but I was so weak 
that I was obliged to remain the greater part 
of the time on my bed. 


Return home. 


How much things are changed! Almost 
every where now our preaching and books 
are well received. There will be a harvest; 
in due time we shall reap if we faint not. On 
the next day, Saturday, I reached home, and 
being a little refreshed by the trip, I engaged 
in two services on the following sabbath. 


Let this cry for help be heard by all who love the cause of their 


The labour, I fear, was too much for me, for 
fever followed, and I was kept at home on 
the two following sabbaths. Last sabbath I 
preached in the evening; I did not feel much 
fatigued, but I got a slight return of fever in 
the night. I am better to-day, but, of course, 
weak. I hope I may continue better, but 
my hope is mixed with fear. 


Seed time and harvest. 


Ramjibam returned from Tippera after 
being absent more than two months, He 
has much to say of an encouraging nature 
about the people among whom he has been. 
Some of them haye said that they will be 
Christians, and I hope that they will eventu- 
ally prove a people prepared for the Lord. 
I mean to send him again this month; and I 
wish him, if he can, to bring over two or 
three of the best of them, that I may see and 
converse with them. I cannot go to see 
them; the expense would he too great, and 
I am wanted here at Dacca. 

Chand and Jaynarayan haye been to 
Bikrampur. They speak well of their re- 
ception. God is working a change in the 
native mind. Oh that our friends at home 
could be persuaded to push on the work! 
They helped us heartily to clear the forest; 
but now the time is come for ploughing and 
sowing, they seem to faint. The fields are 
not white to harvest, but if you have passed 
through the Sunderbans, you must have been 
struck with the difference between the dense 
forest, and the lands which have been cleared 
and subjected to the operations of the plough. 
Such is the state of things here; the forest, 
once so dense and formidable, has disap- 
peared, and we can drive the plough now— 
the gospel plough—just where we please. I 
may not live to see the harvest, of which I 
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home, that in due time they will reap if they 
faint not. My fear is, that they will live to 
mourn that they have sown so sparingly. 


feel assured; but let me, while I do live, 
bear my testimony to the present encouraging 


state of things; let me tell our friends at 


— 


SERAMPORE. 


Inthe November Herald we gave an interesting narrative of the awakening and 
death of a youth who had for some time been receiving the instructions of Mr. Dun- 
HAM, and promised to give an example of the class exercises he was accustomed to 
prepare for his tutor. The paper we now present to our readers, displays no 
common power of thought and expression, and at the same time exhibits his 
knowledge of the great features of God’s plan of redemption. His heathen ex- 
traction, and consequent early initiation into Hindoo idolatry, must not be 
forgotten in its perusal, nor the fact that it was written, not in his native tongue, 


but in the language of Britain, which he had acquired. 


ON THE MERCY OF GOD. 


Mercy is an attribute of God, distinct from 
goodness, and opposed to justice. The dis- 
tinction between mercy and goodness is, that 
the former consists in pardoning, the latter 
does not; the goodness of God alone is not 
enough for the salvation of man, for he is a 
sinner. Many, even among good and learned 
men, mistake in treating of this subject ; they 
confound goodness with mercy, consequently 
they have an imperfect idea of the grounds of 
salvation ; but there are some who err still 
further, in professing that they can be saved 
by the performance of various duties, and 
affirm that mercy is not necessary to salva- 
tion. True, God is a just God; if there be 
nothing blameworthy in them, certainly they 
will neither incur, nor will He inflict, punish- 
ment on them; but the question is, are their 
deeds .blameless, perfect, such as God can 
acknowledge? Take the best of them,— 
instance their love to that God in whom we 
live, move, and have our being. Should not 
the love wherewith we love Him be perfect? 
Ought we not to love him with the whole 
heart, and soul, and strength? But those 
men fail to love God even as they love the 
world; how much more to love Him with a 
love corresponding to his goodness ? 

Man, moreover, is a sinful creature; no 
works of his own can be the meritorious cause 
of his salvation ; surely, sinners need mercy. 
But in what way can God show his mercy, 
without violating the harmony of his other 
attributes? If a man be brought before a 
judge, and his crime be fully established by 
the testimony of competent ,witnesses, should 
the judge forgive, instead of decreeing sentence 
to the criminal,—nay more, set him free, — 
would not justice be outraged and violated? 
If man, sinful man, feel it to be a sin, how 
must God, who is a holy Being, regard it? 
The great difficulty, how can God be just 
and yet merciful, exercised the minds of the 


sages of the earliest times. They failed to 
solve the question satisfactorily. But is there 
no way of solving it,—no way of reconciling 
these apparently conflicting attributes? None 
but the plan laid down in the scriptures of 
truth—He who is sent of God, and is able to 
stand in the place of sinners, and endure the 
penalty due to them, This he did when he 
died for them. ‘The justice of God is seen in 
Messiah’s obedience and sufferings, Jehovah’s 
mercy in his being sent. 

The merey of God, though pure mercy, is 
yet consistent with justice. God is righteous 
in showing mercy to the most guilty, and 
appears as unimpeachably just in receiving 
sinners of the human race who were polluted 
with sin, as in conferring happiness on the 
highest archangel, or confirming the blessed 
spirits in their standing, because the debt of 
justice, if not paid by the saved sinner, has 
been fully paid by Jesus the Saviour. 

When the necessity of Divine mercy is 
distinctly declared, some persons, though fully 
convinced of its truth, will rise in hostility 
against it, and will declare it cannot be mercy 
unless extended equally to all. This is one of 
the misconceptions arising from an improper 
view of the nature of Divine mercy, to which 
we before adverted; they want to bring those 
who reject the word of God to stand on the 
same level with those who are accepted by 
Him. Men naturally wish that kind of 
mercy in God, which they imagine will allow 
a portion of human merit to be blended with 
Messiah’s obedience, or their sincerity. This 
cannot be. Others would have God all 
mercy. These should look around them; 
how often do they see their fellow-creatures 
suffering, and the sufferings they undergo 
beyond the reach of human control. There 
are many ills of life which arise not from the 
impradence of those who are the sufferers ; 
nor are they ascribable to the individual, but 


| to causes above and beyond him—the cholera, 


the pestilence, hereditary sufferings, and the 
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like. If God be all-merciful, why are such 
things permitted to exist? Neither do these 
agree with Divine justice abstractedly. Tell 
the man who has violated God’s laws by 
folly or constant dissipation—tell such people 
that God is all-merciful, and mark the reply. 
It is not because their sins are too great to be 
forgiven by God, but because of their unbelief 
and impenitence. Faith is the medium 
through which sinners approach God; by 
faith in the Redeemer they obtain mercy; all 
deserve to die, but mercy declares he who 
believes shall be saved. 

Fellow-traveller to eternity, a Hindoo asks 
you what are your views of God’s mercy? 
It is as far above the mercy that could be 
anticipated by the human mind, as heaven is 


above the earth. But how wonderful is it 
that the mercy of God may be obtained, even 
at the last moments of the life of the most 
guilty ; still none can guarantee a single day 
or hour; none therefore should delay. ‘“‘ Be- 
hold, now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation; to-day, if ye hear His 
voice, harden not your hearts.” My earnest 
desire for myself, and all my fellow-creatures, 
is, that they trust not to themselves, but 
entertaining a lowly opinion of themselves 
before God, and being deeply humbled with a 
sense of their need of his grace, seek after that 
satisfying blessing which can be had without 
money and without price. Cares 

Died April 20th, 1849, aged 19, or 20. 

Serampore College. 


It is with great pleasure we announce that the Government of India has 


issued the draft of an Act, designed to extend the just and humane principle that no 
man shall be deprived of his rights and property on account of any change in his 
religion. Native converts to Christianity, whether Hindoos or Mohammedans, 
will not therefore, as hitherto, be called upon to sacrifice their earthly possessions 
in making a profession of attachment to the gospel of Christ. This anomaly 
under a professedly Christian government has too long been suffered to prevail. 
The abrogation of the laws of Menu and Mahomet will be hailed by all the 
friends of the missionary cause with gratitude and joy, as another obstruction 
removed to the prevalence of the gospel in Hindostan. 


‘ 


CEYLON. 
COLOMBO. 


The following letter, dated November 8th, addressed to Mr. Angus, from our 
esteemed missionary, Mr. Dawson, conveys the very afflicting intelligence of the 
departure into the rest of God, of our worthy, tried, and excellent brother, Mr. 
Daviss. He has long delivered his Master’s message of peace with fidelity and 
zeal, and not without many tokens of that Master’s approbation. Now, his 
labours ended, he is for ever with his Lord. But, who shall take his place? 


You will, I am sure, be exceedingly 
grieved to hear the intelligence which it is my 
painful duty to communicate. Our greatly 
esteemed brother Davies is no more, His 
-long affliction, after baffling all available 
medical skill, had led him to determine on 
going home, but infinite wisdom ordered 
otherwise, and removed him to his home 
above, In connexion with the late reduction 
in the grant to Ceylon, arrangements had 
been made for brother Allen to come to 
Colombo. He arrived about a month ago, 
and in consideration of brother Dayies’s weak 
state of health undertook at once the prin- 
cipal part of the duties of the station. Brother 
Davies hoped to be able to do a little, but 
finding himself get worse, he was reluctantly 
compelled to give up the idea of remaining 


any longer in the island. Dr. and Mrs, El- 
liott, with their usual kindness, invited him, 
with Mrs. Davies and the children, to spend 
the last month at their house. They went 
on the 27th ult., but on the same aay our 
lamented brother was attacked with dysen- 
tery, or rather the symptoms of that disease, 
under which he had for some time been 
labouring, then became very decided, and 
soon assumed so severe a form that it became 
evident his end was near. Brother Allen 
informed me of his danger, and I went down 
to Colombo just in time to have the mournful 
satisfaction of attending him in his dying 
hours. You will not be surprised to hear, 
that through the whole of his affliction his 
confidence in the Redeemer never for a 
moment forsook him. He was “strong in 
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faith, giving glory to God,” looking for com- 
plete redemption as the result of his free 
grace through Christ Jesus. His sufferings, 
under the disease of which he died, though 
short, were more than ordinarily severe; yet 
he manifested great patience, and perfect 
resignation to the will of God, On the 2nd 
of November, about two o’clock, P.M.) his 
sufferings terminated, and his spirit joined 
“the spirits of the just made perfect.” 
Mrs. Davies has keenly felt the trymg 
dispensation, but is, IT am happy to say, 
enabled to bear her heavy loss with much 
Christian fortitude. At her desire, I write to 
you, Mrs. Davies is thinking of leaving, 
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with her two little ones, in the “ Garland 
Grove,” which will sail for England in a few 
days. Her failing health has long made it 
necessary, in the opinion of medical men, for 
her to leave the island. 

You will hear from other sources of the 
high estimation in which our deceased brother 
was held by a very large portion of the com- 
munity, who are now anxious to testify their 
regard by making some provision for his 
surviving family. Need I say, that we all 
feel the deepest interest in their welfare, and 
that the case of Mrs. Davies especially calls 
for our keenest sympathy. 


WEST INDIES. 


BAHAMAS. 


RUM 


CAY. 


Our laborious missionary, Mr. Lirrumwoop, gives the following interesting 
general view of the extent of his labours, and the difficulties and discouragements 
of the work, especially with regard to schools, in a letter dated Sept. 22, 1849. 


Connected with the Rum Cay station 
under my supervision, are more than twelve 
islands, and a great number of sub-stations. 
These islands are far removed from each 
other, the means of reaching them irregular 
and expensive. In the absence of the mis- 
sionary the public services are conducted by 
the deacons, men of good character, but 
totally destitute of any advantages except 
piety, and the ability to read very imperfectly. 
Sabbath schools are established wherever we 
can obtain the services of a few able to teach; 
but in some places little more than the 
alphabet is known by the instructors. Hun- 
dreds of children on these sea-girt islands are 
growing up without the means of education, 
We had connected with this station till lately 
six native agents supported by the Missionary 
Society; those funds failing, they were thrown 
upon the people with whom they were located, 
who from their poyerty and a want of a 
proper appreciation of mental and spiritual 
advantages, took but little interest in them 
after the first few months, At Rum Cay,my 
principal station, we have one day school; 
we had two, both well attended for a time. 
One failed a year ago, the other is fast de- 
clining, and the teacher fears he will be 
obliged to close in a few weeks this, the 
only school on the island. The public ser- 
vices here are better supplied than at any 
of the other islands, the missionary making 


this his head quarters for three or four| 


months of the year. The island is left to 
Baptist influence, with the exception of an 


occasional visit from the clergy, who are ex- 


erting their every power to establish them- 
selves, 


San Salvador. 


San Salvador, above’ eighty miles 
long, has several large settlements, and is 
entirely under Baptist control, with the ex- 
ception of the late interference of the esta- 
blishment. We had four day schools there; 
they haye been closed, and the teacher 
thrown upon his own resources. This is a 
very important station, comprising eight 
churches. A man of active habits might be 


kept itinerating here with very great advan- 
tage. 


Other islands. 


Crooked Island has several good settle- 
ments and three churches, but is without a 
school. Could we establish a good native 
preacher at Long Cay, twenty miles distant, 
he could supply the church there, and com- 
mand an influence over Crooked and Acklin’s 
Islands. Grand Bahama is an extensive 
island, surrounded by others, where we have 
several stations. Our schools have been 
closed, and the teacher recalled. At Andros 
Island we haye been uninterrupted in our 
engagements till the rage of proselytism. 
Here we haye several stations under the 
charge of an African youth trained by Mr. 
Capern; he is, however, badly provided for. 

Eleuthera is committed to the charge of a 


worthy native preacher, who is labouring 


FOR JANUARY, 1850. 


amidst great discouragements temporarily. 
Long Island has the advantage of the services 
of a zealous native preacher, who has been 
the means of doing much good, but is in- 
adequately supplied with the common 
necessaries of life. Exuma, celebrated for 
clerical persecution and intolerance, is under 
the care of a worthy brother, but, like the 
rest, ill rewarded. Ragged Island, a poor 
place, and very difficult of access, has a large 
settlement and a publie school. Our two 
churches are superintended by the deacons, 
men unadorned with the wisdom of this 
world. 


Their necessities. 


Here is a field of labour of the most in- 
viting nature to the truly benevolent, and 
any philanthropic effort would meet with 
ample encouragement. The hearts of many 
would be made glad, whose harps are now hung 
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upon the willows; coming generations would 
rise up to call their benefactors blessed, and 
the unconyerted wouldj present themselves at 
the Saviour’s feet as trophies of mercy. 
Thirty or forty pounds annually would sup- 
port a schoolmaster or a native preacher, 
whose time might be divided between the 
schools and the public services. If a few 
friends, a school, or a church, would support 
one or more of the above stations, they 
would do an incalculable amount of good. 
Unless something be speedily done to regain 
our lost ground, we shall be driven from this 
interesting field, and the labour of years be 
rendered ineffectual, Our prayer is, “ Return, 
we beseech thee, O God of hosts; look down 
from heayen, and behold, and visit this vine, 
and the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted; then shall not our teachers be re- 
moved into a corner any more, but our eyes 
shall see our teachers.” 


Our brother desires that we should “ urge the claims of his station ;” the above 
account given by himself will speak far more effectually than any words of ours. 


TRINIDAD. 
SAVANNA GRANDE. 


The following interesting passages relative to schools, are from a letter from 
Mr. Cowen, under date of October 17, 1849. 


In Trinidad our schools have not a very 
large attendance, especially in this part of 
the island, where the population is scattered, 
and during the rainy season the roads im- 
passable for children. 

You can have no idea of the deplorable 
state of ignorance that prevails in these parts; 
among the adult population scarcely one in a 
hundred can read at all, and not one in five 
hundred so as fully to understand and be 
improved by it. We,as a body, ought to be 
doing more in the way of education than we 
have hitherto attempted. Our strength in 
the future mainly depends upon our efforts 
to render the rising mind scripturally intelli- 
gent. At this moment I have a small 
chapel, in which there might and should he a 
school through the week, closed, and nothing 
doing where so much is needed, all for want 
of a little means. On visiting this place a 
few sabbaths back, I was greatly pleased to 
meet before worship a class of scripture read- 
ers, young persons who voluntarily meet on 
sabbath mornings, first to read among them- 
selyes, and then to teach any younger child- 
ren that may be found. Had we a regular 
Christian teacher located here to aid and 
direct the efforts of these young people, the 
most beneficial results might follow. At 
pest I can visit them but one Lord’s day in 
three, and very often not so frequently; so 


that you see it is absolutely necessary, if 
these people are to be instructed at all as 
they should be, that something more be done 
for them. <A teacher, such as would answer 
our present purpose, might be sustained for 
about £30 per annum. 


Sherring Ville. 


Our little school at Sherring Ville is 
still in operation, and though the attend- 
ance is but small—from twenty to thirty, 
yet it is an interesting little group, not 
one of whose parents, I believe, know a 
letter in a book. If we be instrumental in 
dragging from the depths of their hereditary 
ignorance and darkness a few of these dear 
children, and convert them into agents of 
usefulness in their day and generation, will it 
not be a great work? Last sabbath I visited 
this place, met twenty of them at the sab- 
bath school, some of them, eight or ten, 
reading the scriptures, and all reading some- 
thing; while the old people, who hitherto 
thought education of little use, sat listening 
and passing their remarks as the children 
read, sang, recited their hymns, and answered 
questions. Several adults have also profited 
by this school, by receiving occasional in- 
struction, and in very many families have the 
scriptures and other good books been from 
time to time read by the teacher, of which 
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the people themselves have made mention to 
me with delight. 
Little Victoria. 

Our little school at my own house 
is not destitute of some interest. When 
first it was commenced the children had 
to learn their letters, among whom was 
little Victoria, whose parents live not far 
from our house. They are nominal Roman 
Catholics, and on that ground the priest 
claimed the little girl as the property of his 
church, and did his utmost to prevent her 
attendance at our school, by designating it as 
the “ devil’s school,” and that if she attended 
it she would become “ crazy,” &c. But her 
parents, though ignorant people, were not so 
soft or timid as the priest supposed, and 
without giving him any satisfaction one way 
or the other, continued to send the child, 
with two or three others, regularly to school. 
They now see the advantage of it in the rapid 
improvement she has made in a very short 
time. I had the great pleasure a day or two 
since to present her with a Testament, which 
she can read tolerably well after about three 
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months’ instruction, commencing with her 
letters. I told her to read it at home to her 
parents, and last sabbath her father attended 
our worship, paying the greatest attention. 


The Abbe, the boy and his Bible. 


A few weeks back a lad about fourteen years 
of age presented himself to the teacher for 
admittance to the school, with his slate, 
paper, and bible under hisarm. The teacher 
told me afterwards he came from the Abbé’s 
school. I took occasion in a few days to 
speak to the lad on the subject, when he said 
“he left the priest’s school because the Abbé 
told him one day he must not bring his bible 
there any more, or if he did he (the Abbe) 
would take it from him.” ‘The lad, though 
a catholic, did not like either to leave behind 
him or to lose his bible, so he took himself 
off, and has been with us eyer since, daily 
reading the lessons of divine truth. Since he 
came he has also induced three or four other 
lads to attend with him. Now, had we no 
school in operation, they would not have had 
this refuge. 


RETRENCHMENT. 


Under this head we give a few additional extracts from the letters of our 


toil-worn brethren. 


They need no comment. 


They appeal to every Christian’s 


attachment to his Lord. Must the lack of means compel the Committee, in face 
of these urgent and affecting necessities, to persist in their contemplated reduc- 


tions ? 


Mr. Wrutramson of Sewry, under date of October 3, 1849, thus writes to Mr. 


Angus :— 


Your letter, under date of the 27th June 
last, inclosing the resolutions of the Com- 
mittee respecting a very considerable reduc- 
tion of expenditure in our Indian mission, 
has elicited many anxious thoughts. I am 
sorry you are about to resign the secretary- 
ship. It is grievous, too, to think of con- 
tracting, instead of enlarging our operations. 
Nor is it less so, to hear of the necessity 
which has compelled the Committee, how- 
ever unwillingly, to resolve on so painful a 
measure. And most of all it grieves me to 
say, that in my case it will be impossible to 
comply with the resolution of the Committee 
to the extent required. I believe you are 
already aware that there are no items of 
expenditure at this station, on account of 
which I draw from the Society’s funds, 
besides that of my salary, which, about four 
years ago, I was enabled, by the aid of our 
auxiliary society, then formed, to reduce 
from 200 to 175 rupees per mensem, Our 
native preachers, orphan children, and infirm 
widows, together with our schools, being all 


supported by funds collected on the spot. 
Both myself and my wife (who is a very 
good economist) have all along adopted the 
most economical plans we could think of; 
and have hitherto, I believe, been enabled, 
by the help of God, to expend as little of 
the Society’s precious funds as any European, 
with so large a family, could probably do. 
You are, doubtless, well aware what an ex- 
pensive country this is for a European to live 
in. The subject has often been a very pain- 
ful one for me to contemplate; but I trust I 
have done my best to save the Society all 
unnecessary expenditure at this station, and 
therefore fear 1 cannot go much further in 
the work of reduction, unless I were to adopt 
the native mode of living, which seems out of 
se question, especially at my time of 
ife. 

We mean, however, to try to do something, 
and are already at work reviewing every item 
of expenditure, and applying the scissors 
wherever necessity does not forbid their use. 
I cannot as yet say, however, the exact 
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amount of reduction we may be able to effect, 
but I much fear it cannot be done to the full 
extent required by the Committee; who, 
however, may rely on our putting forth every 
effort in order to comply with their necessary 
requirements. 


Present condition of mission. 


I haye the pleasure to say, that our little 
church has received some considerable addi- 
tions this year. It contained thirty-two 
members last year. We now number thirty- 
six. Indeed, five persons have been received, 
but one has been dismissed to another church. 
Of those admitted, one was by dismission, 
two by baptism, and three by restoration. 
There are, at present, in our English school 
forty-five boys in regular attendance. From 
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the commencement of the year, however, 
until June, there were not less than seventy, 
the school haying suffered a considerable 
reduction in consequence of an unusually 
severe visitation of cholera (in which the 
Lord mercifully preserved us) in the months 
of June and July, during which period it 
was almost entirely deserted. Our Bengalee 
school contains about fifty, having also suf- 
fered, though proportionably less, from the 
same cause. Both heathens and Mohamme- 
dans, and Christians, have been addressed 
once, and often twice a day, and we trust not 
without effect, though, as usual, no decisive 
results have followed, yet we doubt not that 
the work of God is progressing, and will be 
crowned with ultimate success. May the 
Lord hasten it in his time. 


Our missionary at Howrah, Mr. Moreay, under date of October 5th, writes as 


follows :— 


During a period of ten years’ service in the 
mission no communication has produced so 
much perplexity, anxiety, and pain, as your 
last. With me the mission is the centre of 
all my ideas, therefore any diminution of 
strength, whether of men or of money, is a 
cause of deep sorrow. 

It has been my maxim from my arrival 
here to be always at my post, able to work. 
This cannot be done without the cultivation 
and the preservation of health. To preserve 
health artificial means are necessary, such as 
punkahs in the hot weather. The govern- 
ment have ordered punkahs for the common 
European soldiers. This means has kept my 
wife in India, and myself in working order. 
Tn ten years I was absent but one month, on 
account of fever. For the last two years I 
have gone through four services every Sun- 
day, in two languages. Who beside me has 
done that? Without the punkahs I could 
not do it. However, they cost money. 
From January till now, I have not failed one 
Sunday. There are but few, if any, that can 
say that. Some think punkahs not necessary ; 
yet, according to their own account, they 
cannot sleep at night, therefore they cannot 
work by day. : ; 

I haye always considered that my time is 
the property of the mission, therefore, though 
I have had many offers from respectable par- 
ties to teach an hour in the day, and good 
pay, I have always indignantly refused every 


such offer, I have not accepted one inyita- 
tion to dinner since I have been in Howrah, 
thus much valuable time has been spared. 

Now for money. I have never received 
one penny from the Society except my 
regular salary. No children, no extra ex- 
pences whateyer. It cost me £10 to go on 
the river last year, but I did not send in a 
bil. 
My first convert was a Brahmin. I sup- 
ported him for one year at my own expense. 
I have had Bengalee schools, native preach- 
ers, and an English school for little Christian 
vagabonds, who, according to their own ac- 
count, never had a father, only a mother. 
The money I had here, from the English con- 
gregation, sometimes more at other times less. 

There is none of the Society’s money 
under my control except my own salary. 
You will ask, can you reduce that? No; 
without endangering my health, and lessening 
my usefulness. There are two things that I 
fear, the undermining of my constitution, and 
any temptation to engage in any secular 
affairs. The latter will destroy the fine 
moral tone which a missionary ought to pos- 
sess and to cultivate, and it will also injure 
his character. What would be gained in 
money would be lost in character. 

In this letter I have written much about 
myself, and am almost ashamed, but what 
can be done 3 


At Dinagepore our brother, Mr. Smyuiz, labours. Under date of September 


11th, he says :— 


Your letter, bearing date 27th June, 1849, 
was received on the 6th September. It con- 
tains heavy tidings; but we bow to the will of 
an all-wise, just, and merciful God, trusting 
he may yet hear our prayers, and send us 


better days. i : 
The salary of the European missionary 1s 


all that is expended on this station, and this 
is all that has been allowed for years past, 
and it is known that his salary allows of 
nothing more than the common necessaries of 
life. It admits of no company or invitations 
whatever. 

My dear brother, the reductions which 
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have long beea made at this station are as 
follows: 

No travelling expenses. 

No native missionaries. 

No native schoolmaster. 

No catechists. 

No schools. 

No house repairs. 

All is fixed, whether in sickness or in 
health, whether things be dear or cheap, 
whether we have one child’s tuition, board, 
and clothing to pay for, or two, or more. 

God alone knows what reductions can be 
made. I do not pay in full for my son’s 
tuition, only for board and washing; when 
the second child goes to school, which I trust 
she will shortly do, we shall be much more 
straitened, though I shall not be able to pay 
much more than half the sum necessary. 
This is a subject I never intended to mention 
again, and it is done simply because you 
wish to know all that is in my heart. Per- 
haps the salary I receive could be reduced 
six or seven rupees monthly; but this would 
be no profit to the cause, because it will shut 
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me almost entirely within doors. Again, if I 
were to leave the house I now have, and live 
in a little hut or bungalow, this would enable 
me to reduce my salary, but then rent would 
be required, and we would be in continual 
danger of haying our house burned, as fires 
are common here, and take place two or 
three times every year. Few stations are 
without one or more natiye preachers, here 
we have none. 

The calamity which now hangs oyer us is 
indeed great and distressing. ‘The spirit of 
the natives would lead us to say, missions 
should be followed up, increased, and strength- 
ened, and not weakened. If the means are 
wanting, what can be done? It is distressing, 
as it comes at a time when many haye grown 
grey in the service, and no hope of others 
following. I myself am now thirty-two years 
in India, and I have entered my thirty-third 
year. ‘I'wenty years of this time haye been 
spent in the mission, and a little more than 
six years were spent in the service of Christ 
without money and without price. Oh, that 
all my years had been so spent ! 


Let these painful details be borne in mind, and carried to the footstool of 


Divine mercy by the disciples of the Redeemer. Let the condition of our African 
mission be remembered. Haiti and Madras also; each requires immediate 
assistance and another missionary. Both the East and West Indies are crying 
aloud for help. May the churches of Christ arise, and say with ancient Israel, 
in reply to the summons of the Captain of their salvation, “Whatsoever thou 
commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us we will go.” 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


We have been favoured with the following letter from a missionary brother 
labouring in India. The subject of it has often been referred to in this country 
as a means of quickening and deepening a missionary spirit, and by some pastors 


of churches has been carried into effect. 


We most cordially commend the 


suggestions and remarks of this letter to general consideration. 


To the Editor of the Missionary Herald. 


DEAR Srz,— 

I think it is some months since I noticed 
in the Herald or the Baptist Magazine, a 
suggestion which, though not new, but on 
the contrary often put forth by missionaries 
and those who take an interest at home in 
the cause of missions to the heathen, is yet 
far too seldom acted upon, and needs there- 
fore to be again reiterated. I mean, that 
different churches and auxiliary societies 
should single out particular labourers or 
localities in the mission field, with whom or 
which they will feel themselves in a manner 
identified, taking a peculiar interest in them, 
keeping up a regular correspondence with 
them, and binding themselyes to a certain 


extent to furnish the pecuniary means re- 
quisite for the support of schools, or native 
assistants, &c., connected with them. Of 
whatever church a _ missionary or his 
partner may have been (previously to their 
going forth) a member, or if either of them 
had been an office-bearer or active supporter 
of an auxiliary society, this circumstance of 
itself ought to give them both a special claim 
on the sympathies and zealous co-operation 
of such church or auxiliary. And in the 
case of both a missionary and his wife being 
personally and favourably known to the mem- 
bers of the same particular church or branch 
society, or if even merely to the pastor or 
office-bearers of such, there must surely be 
something very defective in the feelings of 
the parties at home, or in the conduct and 


FOR JANUARY, 1850. 


character of those who have gone abroad, if 
a tender and continuous interest be not 
mutually felt, and expressed too, by exertions 
as well as words. And yet I much fear this 
forgetfulness, or at least a ceasing to mani- 
fest sympathy in the labours and prospects 
of their former associates in church-fellowship 
now doing the work of evangelists in far 
distant lands, is by no means uncommon.* 
The churches or pastors that are guilty of it 
wrong themselves as much as the objects of 
their sinful indifference; or rather the cause 
of Christ is injured, or deprived of its due 
furtherance in such cases, as much at home 
as abroad. 

I am quite willing to admit that the pecu- 
liar cireumstances of a pastor or a church 
may be such as to afford a reasonable and 
satisfactory excuse for not binding themselves 
to supply any stated sum periodically for the 


* One case, in which I am more particularly 
interested, I may take occasion here to refer to. 
The missionary and his wife are both natives of the 
same city (“north of the Tweed”), to the religious 
community of which, Presbyterian and Baptist, 
their families are well known. The former, after 
completing his studies with a view to entering the 
established church, changed his sentiments on the 
subject of baptism, and was received as a member 
of a Particular Baptist church in that city. With 
this he continued connected till he left his native 
land, about a year afterwards. Nine years have 
elapsed since then, during which period ‘‘ Reports” 
have again and again been forwarded, and letters 
written to the venerable senior pastor (for it is now 
a collegiate charge), detailing the engagements, &c., 
of the said missionary and his wife. The only 
result, however, has been one apologetic, friendly 
letter, some years ago, from the pastor referred to. 
While neither by that church or any member of it, 
nor by any other Baptist society or individual in 
all Scotland (!),though personally known to not a few, 
has the slightest interest ever been expressed either 
by letter (the above excepted) or contribution, in 
the labours and schemes of the said evangelist. 
These things ought not so to be, unless a satis- 
factory reason can be assigned. Is the fault in the 
missionary, or in the churches referred to at home? 
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support of a catechist, a school, cr an orphan, 
or any other specific object connected with a 
particular mission station; but I can conceive 
no feasible reason for their not manifesting 
in other ways—perhaps quite as conducive to 
the furtherance of the cause—their interest 
in foreign missions generally, and in one or 
more localities or individual labourers speci- 
ally. It is the duty of every minister of 
Christ, both to cherish this feeling in his own 
breast, and to use his best endeavours to 
excite and maintain it in the church over 
which he presides, or in the circle of his 
friends and influence, wherever that may be. 
And if this duty be properly fulfilled, the 
consequence will assuredly be, that in various 
ways he will be instrumental in helping on 
the cause of Christ among the heathen. Let 
him frequently advert to the subject in his 
public ministrations, in his sermons and his 
prayers; let him furnish his own mind with 
information thereon by reading missionary 
journals and reports, and by corresponding 
with labourers in the field; and then let him 
communicate that information to his con- 
gregation, and along with it, as far as he is 
able, the feelings and convictions of duty it 
ought to suggest or deepen. The result will 
be, that some at least will be able and in- 
duced to offer of their substance to the sacred 
cause, and those who are too poor themselves 
to contribute much, if at all, will by their 
prayers and exertions amongst their friends 
prove also serviceable in a greater or less 
degree. 

Should these few hints be deemed worthy 
of a corner in the Herald, and be the means 
of reminding any church or pastor of neglected 
duty, and of inducing them at once to attend 
to it now, it will be esteemed a favour by me, 
and prove “ a word in season ” unte them, 

Yowrs truly, 

Benares, Aug. 19, 1849. G.S. 


We take the earliest opportunity of announcing to our friends the arrange- 


ments which have been made respecting the Annual Services, as we are sure 
they will be gratified with them. The Rev. F. Tuckur of Manchester, has 
kindly consented to preach the evening sermon on the Thursday preceding the 
Annual Meeting, and the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Non the sermon on the 
morning previous. Without doubt the friends connected with Surrey and 
Bloomsbury Chapels will, as heretofore, place these edifices at the service of the 
Mission. 


The retirement of the Rev. Evstacs Carry from his present connexion with 
the Society was announced in the Baptist Magazine some time ago. Mr. Canny 
communicated his intention to the Committee at the same time. At their next 
meeting this letter was laid before them, and they appointed a sub-committee to 
confer with Mr. Carzy on the matter. They met our esteemed brother, and 
presented their report to the Quarterly Meeting, whose resolutions on the subject 
are below. 
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Committee Meeting, October 17, 1849. 


Mr. Russert, as Chairman of the Sub-committee appointed to confer with the 
Rey. E. Carzy, brought up the following report. 


« The Sub-committee appointed to confer with the Rev. E. Carey, report that they met 
him accordingly, and had long conference, when he declared his adherence to the letter of 
September 22, 1849, written by him to the Committee.” 


Resolved, That the report be received. And on its further consideration it was 
resolved, 


“1, That a communication haying been received from the Rev, E, Cargy expressive of 
his intention soon to retire from his present connexion with the Society; also a report from 
the Sub-committee appointed to confer with him, to the effect that he still adhered to that 
determination, this Committee hereby express to Mr. Carny the fraternal regard and esteem 
which they have ever felt, and still warmly cherish towards him; they gratefully acknow- 
ledge his devoted efforts in India, his long and arduous labours in our own country, the 
talent and success with which he has so often advocated the claims of the Society, and the 
zeal and perseverance by which his services have been distinguished; and in accepting his 
resignation as tendered, they assure him of their earnest desire that the Divine blessing may 
guide and prosper him in all his future course. 

«9. 'That the Committee leave the time when a change shall take place in Mr. Carny’s 
connexion with this Society to be fixed by himself, according to his own conyenience. 

“3. That at whatever period Mr. Carey’s actual retirement may take place, the Com- 
mittee are assured that it will be highly important for the Society to have the benefit of his 
advocacy during three or four months of every year; and they desire to convey to him their 
earnest hope that he may be able to enter into such arrangements as may secure that object.” 


Mr. Carry has considered these resolutions, and met them in the same spirit 
of cordiality which gave rise to them. He accepts them, and whenever he 
recedes from his present position, the Society will still have a portion of his time 
and energies. We trust this arrangement will be satisfactory to all parties; and 
we hope the Society will enjoy the advantage for many years to come of the truly 
valuable services of a brother so esteemed and beloved. 


On Wednesday evening, January 16th, 1850, the fourth lecture to the Young 
Men’s Missionary Association, will be delivered in the Mission Library, by the 
Rev. Danien Karrerns. Subject: “A Glance at China.” 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


AMERICA ..,......GRAND RIVER..,.........0usick, J. N.,,... November 15. 
MONTREAL .,.........0... Wenham, J.......Nov. 16 and 17, 
New YORK 4....0.00.-2+5. Whitney, E. 8... November 14. 


PASEM. \scssensvosne vag AOU MUN A. see eoeppeasiee Thomas, J. ......October 6. 
DINAGEPORE ....0.cc00s00e Smylie, H..........September 11. 
HOWRAH cehicsrchssnestiecee Morgan, T......... October 5. 
DSU ATT Nie ee aces scene ce Pearce, Gi....+++s.. October 6; 
WEED ISAS sige Teenarte Pare, i. Ci sess October 12, 
RLU THE Ay. oye cdcnuanes deseo HOMIP Sy Cdece pe ess September 4, 


SERAMPORE .....ss.+04e...Denham, W. H...Sept. 1, Oct. 3. 
Marshman, J. C,.October 6, 
SEWRY  ...scccseseeessseeeee Williamson, J..,..October 3. 
BAHAMAS sesssseee NASSAU ssepivsersecssvcsssesCAPCIDy Hossessres Ct. 27 and 29, 
RUM CAY ..c.,.ceeseerereekiittlewood, W. ...Sept. 20 and 22. 
HONDURAS 104, BELIZE RIVER severe sonny Kingdon, JrseeesOct, 11 and 20. 
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JAMAICA "..,......SPANISH TOWN..........., Harvey, C.......--. November 6, 


TRINIDAD.....,..,.PORT OF SPAIN............Law, J 


-Oct. 20, Nov. 6, 


SAVANNA GRANDE ..,....Cowen, G, ...0.....October 17, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 


Miss Fisher, for a box of clothing, for Rev. P. H. Cornford, Jericho, Jamaica; 
British and Foreign School Society, for a parcel of lesson books, &c., for Rev. W.K, 


Rycroft, Bahamas ; ; 


Mr. Humphrey, Boston Farm, Brentford, for a parcel of magazines. 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


ssa. 
Annual Subscriptions. 
Hoby, Rey.James,D.D. 5 5 0 
Elohiy MESS Shespcesvenshe bette? 0 
Vines, Caleb, Esq... 5 5 0 
Donations. 
ES | eessenbne era feet Os 0 
Templeton, Mrs. C., In- 

WETMEHS ws tapecsrn<sesnrne 20 0 0 
Ward, Mrs., Stanwell... 1 0 0 
Legacy. 

Crow, Mrs., late of Glou- 
eester Terrace, Mile 
LCG NRE een sckt eee dave GOO) 2.0 


LonpDoN AUXILIARIES. 


Blandford Street — 
Ladies’ Association, 
for Barisal School 10 0 0 
Church Street— 
Juvenile Association 5 0 0 
Homerton Row— 
Sunday School, Pro- 
ceeds of Dissolying 
ViIGWS ncacarnasensnseve 0)13) 6 
Somers Town, Beulah Chapel— 
Sunday School, Pro- 
ceeds of Dissolving 
iViOWAlessctvessraveaveien Lt. 


CoRNWALL. 
Grampound— 
Collection, dC. .....+008 
St. Austle— 
Collection, GC. ws.» 


DEVONSHIRE. 


Bovey Tracey— 
Collection . 


K 


ao F DB WD SOO 


Contributions ....... 4 
Chudleigh— 

Collection sree 2 

Contributions .,....... 10 
P!ymouth— 

Collections ..rs.ereeeee 
Stonehouse— 

Collection sserereoererres 
Torquay— 

Collection .......csceseee 

Contributions cere 


No KF SoC FF NO 


ep co 


of November, 1849. 


Ba his 
Torrington, Great— 
Contributions, on ac- 
COUND srerecapecesncassls 0),30 
DuRHAM. 
Sunderland— 
Collections— 
Public Meeting...... 910 0 
Bethany i.-s--s0ss-hooe 5 
Sans Street ......... 2 
Contributions 1 
Do. for Schools. 2h 6-0 
Do., Juvyenile........ 04 6 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
A Teetotaler.......00 2 ba OnO 
Campden, Chipping — 
Collection after Tea 
Meeting .......ssse000e 45 0 
Sunday School ........+ 03s 3 
Cheltenham, Ebenezer— 
Collections..... a O 
Contributions ..........119 7 
Do., Juvenile....... 3, 6) 
Do., Sunday School sh vf M3) 
HAMPSHIRE. 
Landport— 
Sunday School Teach- 
ers, for Dove ........ 010 0 
Newport, I. W.— 
Gollections.....-.00,-0000 7.19 .8 
Contributions ....... 6 4 8 
Do., Sunday School 1 0 4 
Do., do., for Dove... 0 6 O 
15 108 
Less expenses 1... 014 0 
1416 8 
Niton, I. W.— 
Collection) josssssessseay tad. 8 
Less expenses ..... 0 4 0 
110_6 
Ryde, I. W.— 
Contributions ......... 2 10 10 
Sway— 
Contributions wus.e. O14 9 


2 8. d. 
Wellow, I. W.— 
Collection’ ......s6r00s epee) 2 
Contributions ........- Le igh e 
Yarmouth, I. W.— 
Collection’, . co<ccvines 1 66 
317 0 
Less expenses wu. 0 7 6 
3.9 6 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Hitchin— 
A Friend, by Mrs. Dod- 
well, Entally School 4 0 0 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


Hunts, on account, ay 
Mr. TT, Coote... + 60 0 0 


Kent, 


Sandhurst — 
Collection: sasssisseoes sas 
Contributions ......... 

Sevenoaks— 
Collection (part) ...... 
Contributions ..,..60.. 
Do., Sunday School 


LANCASHIRE. 


Accrington— 
Collection ....scsssrereee 
Do., Juvenile ...... 
Cloughfold— 
Collection \.sccscersssses 
Goodshaw Chapel— 
Collection . 
Haslingden— 
Collection, Pleasant 
SOTECt vssrscaepeorss Gay 6 
Do., Ebenezer ...... 310 0 
Liverpool, Great Crosshall St.— 
Collection. 6 15 11 


Manchester, on account, 
by T. Bickham, Esq...350 0 0 


Padiham— 
Collections...» oo 3 2 
Rochdale— 
Contributions, Sunday 
School Society, by 
Miss Littlewood, for 
Entally School su» 7 17 
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Sabden— 
Collections ....cereeeeee Oe 0 
Contributions ......... 817 9 
Do., Sunday Schools 5 3 3 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Grimsby— 

Collections ...cccrcesereee 620 
Contributions ......06 410 6 
NotrinGHAMSHIRE. 

Arnold— 
Collection cscoorreeee we ee LO 
Basford, New— 
Collection see 5 0 0 
Nottingham— 
Collections— 
Public Meeting...... 713 0 
George Street 16 0 
Park Street ... 0 
Contributions 0 
OXFORDSHIRE, 
Burford— 
Contributions, by Miss 
WALL cecsvacsstingson 110 0 
Do., by do., for Dove 010 0 
SHROPSHIRE. 
Pontesbury— 
Collection .... fon LL emer 
Contributions 13 oe 
Snailbeach— 
Collection .....cccrssoeve 1 8.8 
Whitchurch — 

Collection .c.cevecerseves 312 0 
Contributions ..,.... ao 0 6 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Cosely, Providence Chapel~ 
Collections, &C......+.46 17 0 0 
SUFFOLK, 
AIIDOVGUGH Acveuscterres 2-7 6 

Bardwell— 
Collection ... 114 0 
Contributions Leeks | 
Bildestone ......... Pee et <h 
Wradiiclt Miccieccetuccsetasr tee ai 
Bury St. Edmunds— 
Collections,.........008 as Lao 
Contributions ......... 819 2 
Do., Juvenile (moi- 
Oty) vsecace seaverouces 511 0 
Do., Sunday and 
Day Schools ...... 311 7 


£ 3 d. 
Chelmondiston sswewee 2 0 6 
Clare— 
Collection wesw 5 5 O 
Contributions ....... 3 1 6 
Eyo— 
Collection ..... 8 0 
Contributions ....... 714 2 
Do., Sunday School 2 3 10 
Do., Bible Class .. 0 6 6 
GlemaAford ..ccscsssssernse 2 O O 
Grundisburgh— 
Collection maccssvecveeses pga me 
Contribution .......0.0.04 1 0 0 
Horham— 
Collection ..... 3 0 0 
Contributions .. 4 0 0 
Ipswich— 
Collection, Public 
Meeting ..... Prey 7h ae aE 
Stoke Chapel— 
Collection ...,e000.0 15 10 7 
Contributions ......12 4 6 
Do., Sun. School 014 6 
Otley Minccessscsivediveceress en Ulce 
Rattlesden .. 211 9 
Somersham vs OLD SO 
Stoke AHW \iresenesiveess hey 8 
Stradbrook— 
Gollectlon Gerccervsenecs ao Cn 
Contributions ..... iver & LO LO 
Sudbury— 
Collection ....... 2 9 6 
Contributions . Le 0 
SMULOM cenacrers i eg OO) wie 
WOtherden) iierscsoveventsne & Oe OU 
16S uo a3 
Acknowledged before 70 0 0 
Coico 
SussEx, 
Brighton— 
A, PYiGiid SasccscansesveteicO mew me 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
Alcester— 
Collectionicassccrsavesive Uae. 
Contributions ....... 312 4 
Stratford on Ayon— 
Collection: <...cstescrtaeme OeD 
‘WORCESTERSHIRE. 
Blockley— 
Collections........00008 9 7 5 
Contributions ....... » O14 5 
Do., Sunday School 4 4 9 
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Eyosham, Mill Street— 
Collections... 
Contributions .. 

Do., for Africa 
Do., Sunday Schools 


oo 
weeeee 


SONID & 
AOWOS 
a2coq & 


YorKSHIRE. 


Meltham— 
Collection seecccseereneee 
Contributions sere 


NORTH WALES. 


D ENnBIGHSHIRE— 
Cefn Mawr— 
Trongarth— 
Collection .secceresres 
Contributions . 
Carmel— 
Collection ..,s.ereeree 


MERIONETHSHIRE— 
Dolgellan— 

Collection sesccosceserere 
Dolmelynllyn— 

Collection cseccerrerseeres 


24 3 
010 0 


SOUTH WALES. 


CARDIGANSHIRE— 
Aberystwith— 
Collection ....cccccserree 
Contributions 
Talybont— 
Collection scscossesseeses 0 
Contributions 


No DO 
coco AO 


MonMOUTHSHIRE— 
Nantyglo— 
Collection aiscccsovssvese 
Contributions ......... 
Do., Sunday Schools 


ww 
anr 


PEMBROKESHIRE— 
Narberth— 

Collections....... ‘ 

Contributions .....066 
Tenby— 

Collections. .2...sseseevee 

Contributions ......... 


IRELAND. 
Ballina— 
Collection 
Cork— 
Collections. .ssssvesessses 


weeeee ree 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq., and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, 
or the Rey. Frederick Trestrail and Edward Bean Underhill, Esq., Secretaries, at the 
Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Lonpon: in Eprysuren, by the Rey. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rey. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Guasaow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq.; in Dustin, by John Purser, Esq., Rathmines Castle; in Canourra, by the 
Rey. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yor, United States, by W. 


Colgate, Esq. Contributions can also be paid in at Messrs, Barclay, Beyan, Tritton, and Co., 
Lombard Street, to the account of the Treasurers, : 
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TO OUR READERS. , 


We have reason to know that the review of our Society’s history in the 
November Chronicle has attracted the attention of many of our friends. It 
has been read in some missionary prayer-meetings. Some of our readers state 
that it has constrained them to renewed and increased effort, and we have 
received from them promises of speedy aid. We are in possession of similar 
promises from numerous churches whose letters now lie before us. Some have 
promised to assist us before Christmas ; others before March, We now respect- 
fully but most earnestly press the claims of our society upon those who have 
not promised us aid as well as those who have. We solicit their sympathy, 
their prayers, and their support. Collections made and remitted at once would 
remove pressing difficulties, and enable us timely to assist the noble-hearted 
men who are devotedly labouring in the mission field in Ireland. We urge 
the matter upon the attention of our friends, and in the meanwhile await their 


answer. 


Some of our friends are already aware 
that a very devoted and efficient agent 
of our mission, Mr. Denis Mutuery, 
has thought it to be the path of duty to 
resign his connexion with the society, 
and is now on his passage to America. 
It is with regret that we lose the ser- 
vices of such a man in a field for which 
he was admirably adapted. The com- 
mittee, however, after correspondence 
and a personal interview with Mr. 
Mulhern, while they sorrow for the ne- 
cessity, are compelled to acknowledge 
the wisdom and prudence of Mr. Mul- 
hern’s decision, and they rejoice to 
know that Ireland will not in reality 
lose his services. He goes to America 
with the intention of specially preaching 
the truth of heaven to the thousands of 
his brothren and countrymen who are 
annually landed on her shores. May 
God’s blessing accompany him, and 
make him tenfold more a blessing than 
he has yet been. In consequence of 
circumstances, which Mr. M. fully 
details in his letters to the Committee, 
certain friends in Boston, U.S., invited 
him thither to labour amongst his coun- 
trymen in that city. Mr. M. made it a 
matter of deep thought and_ prayer. 
The following is an extract from his 
etter :— 

This caused me to begin to think seriously 


on the matter, and to go to the Lord for 
direction, remembering that it is written, 


“Commit thy ways unto the Lord, and he 
will direct thy paths,” I was now led to the 
following reflections. First, it may be the 
Lord’s will that I should go, and if so, have 
I not reason to believe that in answer to 
prayer, he will in due time indicate his 
gracious will. Secondly, my removal would 
leave no one without the gospel, as the 
vacancy thus occasioned could be readily 
filled up, since the society can have the pick 
and choice of men—many offering, where few 
can be employed. Thirdly, it is as important 
to preach the gospel to Irishmen in America, 
as in Ireland; while there is in the latter 
case a greater prospect of success, since in 
America they are free from persecution, and 
more likely at once to avow their convictions. 
Fourthly, it is now full time some of my 
children were doing something for themselves. 
Here they have no prospect of suitable em- 
ployment, and it is trying to send them alone 
so young to a distant land. Such were some 
of my reflections, when a week ago, viz., on 
the 9th inst., I received a very kind letter 
from Capt. Richardson of New York, en- 
closing a ticket, entitling myself and all my 
family, eleven in number, to a cabin passage, 
ina packet from Liverpool to New York, and 
directing where to go on our arrival. I now 
conclude that it is the Lord’s will I should 
go; the path of duty I think is plain. It 
will be trying to me to part with old and dear 
friends, and dissever old and endearing connex- 
ions; but if it be the Lord’s will, it is all right. 


We believe it is the Lord’s will, and 
pray that our brother may.find it to be 


right. tow J 
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Another valued brotherand missionary, 
Mr. Bates, writes under date of Decem- 
ber llth. The following is an extract 
from his letter :— 


I would fain attend to this exhortation, 
and by so doing, I find that if I am spared 
till next March, I shall then have laboured 
seventeen years in Ireland. This period 
forms the most important part of my life, 
and though they have been years of ac- 
tivity, yet they have been years of happiness. 
Sometimes I have been enabled to walk from 
ten to twenty miles a day, and preach two or 
three times. Through great mercy and rich 
grace I have been strengthened to preach from 
©40 to 250 sermonsin a year, and some years 
more. ‘These services, with prayer-meetings, 
annual tours for several years on behalf of the 
society, superintending for a time in the west 
about forty-five agents, viz. twenty-three 
day schools, ten night schools, eight sabbath 
readers, four daily readers, writing forty-one 
tracts and handbills, of which about 5,000 
annually have been circulated, making nearly 
100,000, through the aid of the readers, 
with a few papers occasionally for some of 
the periodicals here, kept me from being 
idle. About a hundred members have joined 
the churches with which I have been con- 
nected during this period. I have had to 
conduct the singing also until lately. This 
was the case in the west, though I confess it 
was rather hard work for the lungs. For 
some time past I have been far from well. 
Early this year I had the jaundice very bad, 
then dysentery, after that inflammation in the 
chest, which laid me up for eight weeks, and 
now I sometimes spit blood. I am through 
mercy better, and look pretty well, so that I 
do not like to complain, though I feel weak, 
and preaching is very hard work to what it 
formerly was. 


Our friend Mr. Hamizton under date 
« Balina, 15th December,” writes :— 


Two or three months ago a family was 
obliged to go into the workhouse, all of whom 
attended our chapel except the mother, who 
is a Roman Catholic, and one boy of fourteen 
years of age is a member of the church. The 
master refused to let them out to worship, 
because the act of parliament requires children 
under fifteen, in workhouses, to be of the same 
religion as their parents. I thought, how- 
ever, that I must not loose my one lamb with- 
out making an effort. On this day three 
weeks I therefore brought the matter before 
the board of guardians. I went with hopes 
and fears and prayers, not seeing how we 
would get, out of the difficulty, but knowing 
that the God of Daniel still lives, 

Col. Gore was in the chair, a gentleman who 
has always bee obliging to me, but he did 
not see what could be done in the case, as the 
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act of parliament had decided it. Akind hearted 
gentleman at his side, whose name I don’t 
know, asked what I would wish to have done ; 
I replied, to have the mother and the children 
brought before the board. 

They were at once ordered up. I then 
requested the chairman to ask the eldest boy 
if it was still his desire to attend the Baptist 
chapel ? he said, it was. I requested him to 
ask the mother, had she any objection to his 
doing so? She said she had no objection. I 
further requested the chairman to ask her if 
she had any objection to the rest of her 
children attending the Baptist Chapel? she 
said that she had not. The chairman then 
said that the case was decided ; the mother 
being the natural guardian of the children had 
a right to allow them to go to whatever place 
of worship she liked, and that those children 
must not be interfered with again. Those 
four interesting children, and an elder one. 
who is not in the workhouse, still attend our 
Sabbath school and public worship. 

Another interesting case has occurred here 
lately. A respectable farmer, about three 
miles out of town, but now reduced, being 
very ill, requested me to visit him. I went 
there twice, and read, conversed, and prayed 
with him. On Sunday week he came to our 
chapel, but as he was before the time, I asked 
him in to get his clothes dried, the morning 
haying been very wet. He told me that he 
bad resolyed to come on that day to re- 
turn thanks to the Lord for his great mercy 
to him. He said that during his illness he 
was in the greatest distress about his soul, 
and that he cried to the Lord to have mercy 
upon him, and that he thought he saw the 
Lord Jesus hanging upon the cross, and dying 
for sinners, and as he continued to look to 
Jesus, he felt the great burden of his sins 
taken away, and that he could then rejoice in 
the Lord. He further said, that he sometimes 
thought it would be his duty to stand up in 
the street and tell the people what the Lord 
had done for his soul. He was out again last 
Sabbath, and says that heis determined to make 
our chapel his place of worship. 

To avoid interfering with the Sabbath we 
fixed upon Friday evening for paying the men, 
which caused the Friday evening meeting to 
be larger than Tuesday evening. Latterly, 
however, a change has been perceptible, and 
the Tuesday evening meeting is rather the 
largest. The attendance on the last few 
Sabbaths has been improving also. As far as 
I know, the means of bringing about the latter 
improvements, were the following :— 

At the time of making the missionary col- 
lection, we dwelt upon the rise and progress 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, the leading 
occurrences of the East and West Indies, and 
we have been since reading the life of Mr. 
Burchell, and we hope that some small degree 
of the same spirit has got among the people. 

On last Tuesday evening, two young men 
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followed me into the vestry, and sat down 
with a class of adults that I met on that 
evening. While conversing with them, they 
evinced considerable sincerity and knowledge 
of the way of salvation. I had nota thought 
about them before having a concern about 
their souls, 

Thus, you see, that notwithstanding all the 
efforts of Satan and false friends, the spark is 
still kept alive. This we can attribute to 
pee but the goodness and mercy of the 

ord. 


Mr. Berry, under date Dec. 18th, 
writes :-— 


I am much obliged for the box of clothing: 
I have one station fourteen miles off, where 
the people have suffered much from the 
famine, and you will judge the value of a box 
of clothes when IJ tell you that several of the 
persons lately baptized came here in borrowed 
clothes, and that actually three or four persons 
could not come at all for want of some kind 
of covering—eyery thing that I could spare 
or not spare I had to give. 


Mr. Browne writes from Coleraine :— 


Things about this quarter go on much as 
usual. I have been in the habit of supplying 
five country stations, to which I have just 
added a sixth. The congregations on the 
Lord’s-day, in town, continue good. Last 
Lord’s-day evening I had the pleasure of 
baptizing a candidate in the presence of a very 
attentive congregation. Since I wrote you 
last we have lost a very exemplary member 
by death. His end was peace. His last 
words were “I am going to heaven.” It is 
our consolation to know that though parted 
for a season, we shall soon meet in that happy 
world where parting shall be unknown. 


Joun Monacuan writes :— 


A few days since, I entered the house of a 
neighbouring tradesman. I found him sitting 
by his fireside, and his eldest daughter reading 
the New Testament to him, I said, “ James, 
I am glad to see you are well employed.” 
“Yes,” said he, “when I sat down, 1 was 
almost in a state of despair. But now, 
through what I have heard, my heart has 
been comforted and my strength renewed.” 
In a subsequent couversation this man in- 
formed me, that that was the second day 
his children were fasting, and that he had not 
a bit for them, nor a farthing to buy it. We 
read together the sixth chapter of Matthew, 
and I hope we read and heard prayerfully. 
When I was making some observations on the 
thirty-third verse— Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God,” &c., a woman entered and handed 
my friend some little money, being the balance 
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of a larger sum already paid. Such, indeed, 
was the effect of this most merciful interposi- 
tion, that it brought us all to our knees to 
render fervent thanks to him who makes all 
things work for the good of those who love his 
name and revere his word. 

On the day before the last I visited a poor 
woman—on entering, she said I was welcome 
to read and pray with her, adding, “I sent 
twice during the last few days for the priest, 
but as he knew that I had no money to pay 
him, he did not come. I read to her the 
third chapter of John, and many other scrip- 
tures—showing our fallen condition and the 
necessity of an interest in the work of Christ. 
All through I have reason to believe that she 
heard like one who felt deeply concerned— 
and that good is being done. 


The following are but afew specimens 
of priestly doings. Mr. McApam writes: 


I turned into a village. called Ballybreeny— 
visited two catholic families. In the first 
family, the husband died lately, without 
benefit of clergy (as they style it); I had 
often read to him the words of eternal life, 
and showed to him the only plan of sal- 
vation. He was always fond of instruction, 
often came to hear Mr. Bates preach. When 
dying—overcome by the urgent entreaties of 
his Roman catholic neighbours and friends, 
he allowed them to send for the priest. 
Priest Timlin, with an imperious aspect, 
ordered off the messenger to bring him his fees 
with all back arrears, otherwise he could not 
come to save the soul. The messenger re- 
turned with his.doleful answer, but the dying 
man replied, “ Jesus will have mercy on me, 
I trust.” Again the catholics cried out to his 
daughter, “ Don’t let your decent father die 
like a dog or a horse.”” They urged the girl so 
much, that she went and again entreated the 
priest to come to her father. He refused,— 
said he would not come without his fees, 
The man shortly died trusting alone in the 
atonement of Christ for salvation. The 
happy result is, I believe, that the whole 
family are looking to. Christ, and the priest 
will lose more of his fees, 


Joun JupeE writes,— 


Read and prayed in the house of widow 
Durkan. She listened with good attention 
while I read to her out of the Irish scrip- 
tures, and wept sorely while I was narrating 
the sufferings and great love of Christ. She 
thanked me much, and expressed a wish that 
she could live near mein order that she might 
hear these things oftener, and learn how to be 
saved. asked her, did not the priest ever point 
out to her the way of salyation. “ No,” said 
she, “he never gave me so much knowledge 
as you haye given me now since he came to 
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the parish. I never hear anything from him 
but cursing the people from the altar for not 
paying his dues. 


—— 


Another agent writes :— 

A respectable man present then inquired 
of me, “* Did you call at s house on 
the wav?”’ “ Yes,” said I, “ You go there to 
read to the family, do you not?” “I do, 
said I. Well, sit, I am glad to hear it, for 
T have a bible also, and I read it regularly, 
and I believe every word of it. I told the 
priest so the other day, and that I believed 
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he was leading the poor ignorant people 
blindfold;—that he was making merchandize 
of the souls of men. I said to him,—‘ You 
strive to make them believe a lie when you 
say that you have power to forgive sins, when 
you know that you haye not. Yow know 
that no one can forgive sins but one, that is 
God. The priest then struck me. 1 took 
it patiently, and said to him, ‘Sir, I tell you 
that you haye acted directly contrary to the 
spirit and command of our blessed Re- 
deemer ;—you are not one of his true ser- 
vants, and you will never strike me again. 
Farewell, sir.’ ” 
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In addition to the above, the Secretary has received remittances from Yorkshire and 


Lancashire, but not the particulars, 


From Scotland there are many collections, and some 


subscriptions yet to be received; some were made by the Secretary, and left to be remitted; 
in other places, and also in some churches in large towns, from which subscriptions are 
acknowledged, it was not convenient to collect during the visit of the deputation. The 
collections, however, will be made. 

The Treasurer begs to acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of eleven pounds and 
seven pence from “a few friends at Sevenoaks for relief of Ireland in the most useful 
manner.” Also 10s. from an unknown friend for Mr. Eccles. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to “the ladies of King Street Chapel, 
Canterbury,” for two boxes of clothing and books for Ireland. To Mrs. M‘All of 
Tottenham, for a bundle of clothing. To Mr. Anthony Young of Ryde, for a truss of 
clothes to be sent to Mr. Thomas. To E. S. of Bedford, for 5s. for Irish distress. To an 


unknown friend for 2s. 6d. for Mr. Eccles. And to many other kind friends for their 
sympathy and promises of speedy aid. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Treasurer, 
Lombard Street ; and by the Secretary, Mr, W, 
Moorgate Street ; and by the pastors of the churche 


Josrpn Tritton, Esq. 
P. Wittiams, at the Mission House, 
s throughout the Kingdom. 


COLLECTOR FOR LONDON, REV. C. WOOLLACOTT, ' 
4, Compron Srreer East, Brunswick Square. 
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Some months ago earnest application was made to the Committee to increase the 
amount of their grant to the South Devon Auxiliary. As the Committee were 
persuaded that much more than the usual amount might be raised in the district, 
notwithstanding its comparative poverty, if suitable efforts were employed to 
draw out its resources, the Rev. G. Coun, of Exeter, was urgently requested to 
visit the missionary stations and the non-collecting churches. With this request, 
notwithstanding discouraging local predictions of failure, Mr. Coun, at considerable 
cost of labour and self-denial, complied. He visited, at such intervals as a proper 
regard to his pastoral duties would permit, about twenty different places.. In ten 
of these places collections have been made; and at most of the others they have 
been promised. These facts are stated for the purpose of showing what may be 
done on even an unpromising field, when a brother of suitable qualifications can be 
induced to undertake the work earnestly and heartily. In the valuable report of 
his journies, Mr. Coz says :-— 


In these primary efforts, and in others anti- At the former, when with them in October, 
cipated, I trust it will be clearly understood, | we had some very lively meetings. At an 
that I am sustained by the hope of seeing the | early prayer meeting, called for half-past five 
means of our auxiliary somewhat adequate to | there was a nearly full place. Several have 
the claims so urgently pressed upon our | lately been baptized ; and some active zealous 
conscience as well as our attention. men appeared to be in great anxiety about a 

We have need to be co-workers with the | chapel. May the good providence of God 
parent society in its threefold aim. For, Ist. | succeed them. 

We have destitute places in rural districts to ; i 

be supplied. 2nd. We feel the calls of old i tee Lene cae be ae 

churches in adversity, and would gladly stretch ae Shaldon. d A Re nes oar bret rer 
out to them the helping hand, if peradventure, pet extended ¢ siren cPy 5 WAS ie 
by God’s blessing they may be raised up | 149 ee not vi pout. e ee poe 
sgn. And Gr We have neyo wil rea | sane fr the congregation son th inne 
below, various towns of considerable popula- sree creme tata and fica Aen as lease of 


ene go arte, lorcet. three lives ; but the freehold is just at hand 
OLD STATIONS. whenever a small sum can be raised for it. 

1. Thorverton has, by the divine blessing, 2nd. Teignmouth. Containing about 5,000 
been yielding fruit of late ; and the people, | souls, is only about a mile from Shaldon, and 
long driven and persecuted, have been com- | could be worked with it. Once we had a 
forted by some favourable additions. chapel, or rather the occupancy of one ; now 

2. Christow is also a well attended station, | we have no chapel, no church, no congrega- 
like the other it has been long supplied from | tion, ei 
Exeter at much cost of labour; and like the 3rd. Crediton. The anxieties and entreaties 
former also it is progressing toward the point | of our friend Mr. C , and a few others in 
at which the people will show themselves | fellowship there, have been fresh upon my 
able to return a sum adequate to our cost in | mind from my first visit in February till now. 
supplying them. Here also the Lord has | Here also we have a little old fashioned 
been with us. chapel, and not in debt. Population 6,000. 

3. Bridestow and its out-stations. Brother 4th. Chalford. A Home Missionary would 
Davy is a hard and earnest labourer. His | be welcomed in this neighbourhood with the 
people, who are extremely poor, are never- | most cordial acceptance. The isolated situa- 
theless, renewing their exertions, Our brother | tion of this village, and the truly rustic cha- 
finds his encouragement arising at present | racter of the inhabitants, give to it additional 


much more from Lifton than Bridestow. interest. ‘There is a zealous christian lady 
- A 4 K 
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here doing the work of a missionary with con- 
siderable acceptance, but is wanted in the 
sphere whence for a season she has come, and 
longs to see some messenger to release her, 
and cheer the people. And 

5th. Evminster, Star Cross, and Kenton, 
would together form a good Home Missionary 
station, and include in all about 3,000 souls. 

In the coming spring (v.v.) I shall visit 
Sidmouth, Axminster, Ottery, and Callyton : 
at neither place is there any Baptist interest 
I believe. 

I have simply given the facts as they have 
been presented ; and shall be most happy to 
state brighter and better things whenever the 
facts will justify me. 

The church at Hartlepool is of com- 
paratively recent formation. From the 
first it has laboured under great disad- 
vantage in not having a suitable place of 
worship, Mr. Kxrrpon, formerly of Sun- 
derland, became its pastor a few months 
back ; and from the following communi- 
cation it would appear that he is not 
without encouragement in his work. 


Persuaded that you feel much interest in 
this mission station, I venture to send you a 
word or two concerning our present state as a 
church. I have now been six months in 
Hartlepool. The number of members at my 
coming, and at the last association was twenty- 
nine. The congregations are improved, the 
place is generally two-thirds full on Lord’s- 
day morning, and quite full in the evening, 
Gradual and growing signs of good have ap- 
peared, and fifteen persons haye been added 
by baptism, making the present number forty- 
four. We hired a school-room about four 
months ago, in West Hartlepool—a new rising 
village of about 1600 inhabitants, It has a 
new dock, and is about one mile from this 
town. The congregation there was at the 
commencement very discouraging ; but now 
several steady and decent persons are attached 
as regular hearers, and there are pleasing signs 
of success. I preach there every Lord’s-day 
‘afternoon, and every Thursday fortnight, and 
we are going to open a Sabbath school there. 
One of the hearers has been baptized into the 
church at Hartlepool. There is neither church 
nor chapel in the place, and the Methodists 
occupy a small room like ours. 

Our Sunday school has lately been re- 
organized, and isin an improving state. There 
are ten teachers and about fifty scholars. The 
people are at peace, and affairs wear rather a 
cheerful aspect. The weekly contributions 
are regularly kept up. 

I have made free to inclose a trifle which 
I wrote and got printed for my friends here, 
I thought it might do good, and increase my 
influence, and perhaps it has done so. 


The following extracts from the“ trifle” 
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entitled “ Friendly Counsels” to the 
members of his church, may be read, not 
only with interest, as the production of 
a Home Missionary, but with profit :— 


Drarty BeLovep,—God, in His merciful 
providence, has done much for you ; He has 
called you by the preaching of the gospel, and 
drawn you by his gracious Spirit ; He has 
placed you in the number of His saints, and 
put upon you the profession of His own great 
name, I beseech you to be thankful for all 
this, Let me suggest a few Friendly Counsels, 
in relation to your christian duty, character, 
and happiness; and may the Lord Jesus 
make them effectual in promoting your wel- 
fare, and His glory. 

I. Bn cLoruep witn HuMILity. — This 
amiable virtue is the basis of all moral excel- 
lence, and without it you cannot be spiritually 
minded, Ifyou value His favour, be humble, 
for “ He resisteth the proud.” If you would 
improve in saving knowledge and enjoyment, 
take your seat at “the feet of Jesus.” If you 
would have the esteem of your christian bre- 
thren, and would commend yourself to every 
man’s conscience, seek a large measure of 
humility. The “ King of Saints” never ut- 
tered more graceful words than when He said 
to His followers, “learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart.” 

Il. Reap AND REVERENCE THE BIBLE,—AS 
the being of God is the foundation of all reli- 
gion, so the word of God is the rule of it. _ 
Submit, therefore, to the guidance of that 
infallible record. The taste of this generation 
leans to metaphysical science, and to “ fine- 
spun theories ;” and although “the Oracles of 
God ” are widely circulated, it is to be feared, 
they are but little read. If you haye unhap- 
pily fallen into the error of these times ; if 
you haye valued or studied any human 
writings more than the will and testament of 
your Saviour Christ, I would urge you to re- 
view your conduct in this particular, and 
return speedily to the fountain of revealed 
truth. ‘The lips of the Son of God have 
said: “The words that J speak unto you, 
they are the spirit, and they are life.” 
What rays of holy illumination will adorn 
those pages, if you peruse them with thought- 
fulness and prayer; and how much sweeter 
will it be, to draw instruction and comfort 
fresh for yourself, than to take them at 
second hand, darkened and adulterated with 
the mistakes and prejudices of fallen hu- 
manity! If you keep close to your Bible, 
and read it from a right motive, your under- 
standing will acquire much strength, and your 
heart will advance in experimental godliness, 

II. Pray mucw 1x secrer.—Of all means 
of grace, closet devotion, is, to a luke- 
warm and formal professor, the most irksome, 
and hence it is most negleeted ; but if you 
possess true religion, and are “led by the 
Spirit,” you feel a sublime pleasure in going 
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to “a desert place” to worship God. Secret 
prayer is admirably adapted to your present 
state of existence: for you are in a world of 
active duties, and painful trials. Silence and 
retirement sooth the passions, and promote 
meditation, The daily use of secret prayer, 
forms also, a tolerable evidence of your sin- 
‘cerity in religion. You do it, not to be seen 
nor heard of men—not to flatter yourself 
into anotion of superior sanctity, but from a 
lively sense of your spiritual wants; as an 
act of obedience to your divine Lord, and that 
you may, in a more collected manner ac- 
knowledge past mercies, and implore a present 
blessing. Beloved, I may, of course, con- 
clude that you pray much in secret. God 
and your own heart are privy to this matter. 
How spiritually cold is that man, and how 
feeble and fickle are his efforts in the work of 
salvation, who holds no secret fellowship with 
the Almighty. You may take it fora general 
rule, that if you loathe, and lay aside com- 
munion with God, you are in an unrenewed or 
backslidden state ; butif you attend to private 
devotion with fervour and frequency, you are 
(other things being equal) in spiritual health. 

IV. TRAIN YOUR FAMILY RELIGIOUSLY.— 
There are but few children who see even the 
JSorm of religion in their father’s house. They 
‘are not taught to ask for spiritual comforts, 
nor to acknowledge temporal ones. On the 
contrary ; selfishness, falsehood, anger, and 
profaneness go round the family circle, from 
the parent to the infant. Millions, after 
haying thus passed the first fourteen years of 
life, leaye their home, form a part of the 
public, go from one stage of vice to another, 
and never come to repentance. Is it at all 
surprising that the world is full of wickedness 
and woe? Beloved, are you an unmarried 
person? On entering wedlock, observe the 
Apostolic injunction: “be not unequally 
yoked with an unbeliever,” “marry only in 
the Lord.” This duty is as binding upon 
christians as any other gospel precept. Should 
you be blessed with children, make your abode 
a nursery for heaven, and not a breeding 
‘place for hell. What peace, order, and joy, 
are in the habitation of the righteous. 

V. BE REGULAR IN ATTENDANCE AT THE 
LORD’s TABLE,—This ordinance has special re- 
gard to the atonement of Christ : to “ his 
agony, and bloody sweat ; his cross, and pas- 
sion ; his precious death, and burial.” It is 
designed to bring his great love to your re- 
membrance by visible tokens, to draw out 
your best sympathies toward him, and to 
confirm your attachment to your fellow 
christians. When you sit at this table, ponder 
the. evangelic story of Christ’s sufferings ; 

bring before you the sad doings of Calvary, 
‘and pray the Holy Ghost to soften and sub- 
due your heart. A vivid idea of infinite 
justice—a horror of sin—a prostration of soul 
as in the dust—and a blissful sense of redeem- 
ing loye, are proper on such an occasion. 
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* The Master” has said, “do this in remem- 
brance of me.” It is the language of affection 
mingled with grief; it is the language of 
authority tempered with friendship. It is the 
farewell voice of your “ chief shepherd,” and 
it becomes you to hearken with obedient awe. 

VI. Love anp SUPPORT YOUR OWN PLACE 
OF worsurr.—l will not insist upon the obli- 
gation in general, but briefly point our your 
duty in particular, Youare a single member 
of the Saviour’s mystical body ; and, strictly 
speaking, you belong to a single church. 
Your own place of worship, and every thing 
relating thereto, have the first and strongest 
claim upon your love, your attendance, and 
your contributions. Ifthe stones of a building 
become loose, or fall out, that house will soon 
“he brought to desolation.” If a farmer go 
and cultivate his neighbour’s field, it is foolish 
misapplication of time and strength. The 
broken fences and rude briers on his own 
estate prove him to be aslothful man. So 
the weak-minded professor, who is attracted 
from his own people and his own pew by 
eyery religious novelty, cannot call himself a 
member of any church. He does nothing to 
purpose in the vineyard of Christ ; he isa 
stumbling-block to others. 

VII. Love yor tHE worLp.— Worldliness 
and true religion cannot dwell in the same 
individual, for they are destructive of each 
other, As a pilgrim on the earth, your 
treasure, heart, and home are supposed to be 
in the regions of immortality. How unseemly 
it is then for you to love this world. The 
grace of God is designed to correct such a 
propensity, and to raise your soul to nobler 
objects. It is granted that lawful industry is 
binding upon every one; but even lawful 
things may be abused. They are good only 
in their due weight and measure, 


The missionary at Dunchurch, Mr. 
Wess, writes : 


Our attendance continues pleasing. Many 
appear to feel. I have added seven by 
baptism ; and three have been restored sinee 
January last. Owr members appear united 
and prayerful: anxiety is exhibited for the 
conversion of sinners ; and I hope their activity 
in this direction will abundantly increase. I 
have beenable to establish aday school ; nearly 
forty children attend ; the governess is de- 
pendant on the weekly pence, and J encourage 
her occasionlly by presentingafew booksand by 
a little personal attendance to teach arithmetic 
&e. The Sabbath school is three times larger 
than what I found it; sixty is about the 
average attendance. Several young people 
have recently voluntered as teachers. On 
the whole I have reason to believe my labours 
are not unblest... Indeed the present state of 
Dunchureh evidences that the kind aid of the 
Society has not been ill bestowed. The loss 
of Mrs. W., which took place in May last, 
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and other trials, somewhat interrupted my 
labours, and have hindered me from writing 
you before this; but I was divinely sup- 
ported, and enabled to say, “It is the Lord,” 
&c. I do sincerely hope our poor friends 
will be enabled to raise more before long. I 
regret no opportunity has been found to give 
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friends, 


good. 


a collection. 


the agricultural labourer : 
reduced, and many are destitute of labour 
which affects our pecuniary concerns. 
every trying circumstance be overruled for 
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I intend to press it upon our 
This is a peculiarly trying time for 
the wages are 
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